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COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 



CHAPTEB I. 

Heayen knows its time ; the InJlet has its biflety 
Arrow and jayelin each its destined purpose ; 
The fitted beaAs of natnie's lower ttraia 
Have each iheir separate task. 

Old Phy. 

AaBiiASTES, after croiSaiiig the Emperor in the 
maimer we hare already desi^bed, and after 
haying taken such measures as occurred to him 
to ensure the success of the conspiracy, return* 
«d to the lodge of his garden^ where the lady of 
the Count of Paris still remained, h^ only com* 
panion being an old woman named Vexhelia, the 
wife of tiie soldier who aqomipaBied Berdm to 
the camp of the srusadeis; tlie land-hearted 
maiden having stipulated tiiat, during her ab« 
senecy her mistress was. not to be left witiiout an 
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attendant, and that attendant connected with the 
Varangian guard. He had been all day plajring 
the part of the anifoi<»>ii8 politidan^ the selfish 
timeHsenrer, the dark and cmbde conspirator ; a;nd 
now it seemed, as if to exhaust the catalogae of 
his various parts in the hnman drama, he dhose 

to exhibit himself in the character of the wily 

* 

sophist, and jnstify) or seem to justify, the arts 
by which he had risen to wealth and eminence, 
and hoped even now to arise to royalty itself.^ 

<^ Fair Countess," he said, '< what oceasibn is 
there for your wearing this yeil of sadness over 
a countenance so lovely?' 

<< Do you soppose me," sud BrenUUda, <^ a 
stodk, a stone, or a.creatitre without the fieelings 
of a sensitive being, that I should endure mor<- 
tificalaoB, imprisimBiient, danger, and distress^ 
without expressing die natural feeliags of hu* 
manily? Do you imagine that to a h^y like m^ 
as free as the unxeelaimed. falcon, you can oSer 
the insult of captivity, without tny belqg; sen-* 
jsible io the disgincei (w kiceAed ^^[aipftt thf 
authfura of it? And.dost'diQa th]||k,4bat IwJi 
receive consolation at thy hands— ftt thine — onf 
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of the most active artifiBen in this web of treedb* 
ery in which I am so basely entangled?' 

^^ Not entan^ed cedjdoly by my means*''— 
answered Agelastes; ^* dap your hands^ call for 
what you wish, and the dare who re&ses instant 
obedience bad better been nnbonu Had I not» 
with reference to yonr safety and yoor honooTt 
agreed for a short time to be your keeper^ that 
office would hare been nsarped by the Caeaart 
whose object you know, and may partly goeaa 
the modes by which it would be paxsaed* Why 
tiien dost thou childishly weep at being held 
for a short space in an honoaraible restraint* 
which the renowned arms of your husband will 
probably put an end to long ere to<»morrow at 
noon?" 

*^ Canst thqu not c<Hnprehendf'' aaid the Coun* 
tess, *^ thou masi of many words^ but of few 
honourable thoughts^ that a heart like mine^whieh 
has been trained in the IbeliogB of TeEaaoe rxpon 
my own worth and Taiour, msost be necessarily 
affeeted with shame at being obliged to accept* 
even from the sword ef a husband, that safety 
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wbich I wauld glacQy have ow^d only to my 
own?" ( '. 

' <^ Tbou axt misled, Conntess.'^ answered the 
philc^oplver, 1* by dijr.pri^e, a failing j^edond- 
nant in woman. Thmkest thou there.lias been no 
offensive assumption in laying aside the ehpraeter 
of a motb^r and a wif^> and adopting fliat of one 
of tjiose brain-sick female fools, wlio, like the 
bravoes of the pther se^ sacrifice evexy thing: 
that is honourable .or .nsefol to a frantic and 
insane affectation of cOnrage ?' Believe me, £gdr 
lady, ^t the true system of virtue consists in 
filling thine own place gracefully m society) 
breeding up thy children, and delighting those 
of the other sex ; and any thing beyond this, may 
well render thee hateful or terrible, but can add 
nothing to. thy amiable qualities.'' 

" Thou pretendest," said the Countess^^ « to 
be a philosopher; methinks thou shouldst know, 
that tbe.&me which Bangs its c^apljet on the 
tomb of a brave hero or her9ine, is worth all the 
petty engagements in \fhich ordinary persons 
spend the current of thei^ time* One hour of 
life, crowded to the full with glorious action, and 
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• « ■'.•<« '•,' i-'* '•■!, 'W'^' ^ 

filled wita noble risks, is worfli wnole years of 



those mean observances of paltry deooruniy in 
wnicn men steal througn existence, Eke sluggish 
waters tfaTOuga a marsn, WijQxout either notionr or 
observation. 

^^ Daughter," said Agejlaste4» approaching 
nearer to the lady, ^' it is with pain I see yon 
bewildered in errors which a little calm reflec* 
tion might remove. We may natter ourselves, 
and human vanity usually does so, that bemgs 
innmtely more powerful than those lielongang to 
mere ^uinanityf «« employed daily in me«w- 
ring out the good and evil of this world, the 
termination of combats, or the fiite of empires, 
acbording to their own ideas of wliat is right or 
wrong, or, more properly, according to wbat we 
ourselves conceive to "be such. The tjreek 
heathens, renpwned for their wisdom, and glo* 
nous for their actions, explained to m^n of ordi* 
nary minds the suppos<ed existence ot Jupiter 
and his Jranth^on, where various deities presided 
over various virtues and vices, and regulated the 

temporal fortune an^ future happmess of such 

. ,. i^i -.^ -..«•! "'i:.' uU'^ ' » ' *'V '•' '' '"f ''* i '• 
as practised them. The more learned and wise 

a2 
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of the ancientB rejected sucH the vulgar inter* 
pretatioo, and wisely, although afiecting a defeis 
ence to the public faith, denied before their dis- 
ciples in' private, the gross fstUacies of Tartarus 
and Olympus, the vain doctrines concerning the 
gods themselves, and the extravagant expecta- 
tions which the vulgar entertained of an immor- 
tality, supposed to be possessed by creatures who 
wer^ in every respect mortal, both in the con- 
formation of their bodies, and in the internal 
belief of their souls. Of these wise and good 
men some granted the existence of the supposed 
deities, but denied that lliey cared about the 
actions of mankind any more than those of the 
inferior animals. A merry, jovial, careless life^ 
such as the followers of Epicurus would choose 
for themselves, was what they assigned for those 
gods whose being they admitted* Others, more 
bold or more consistent, entirely denied the ex- 
istence of deities who apparently liad no proper 
object or purpose, and believed that supema* 
tural beings, whose being and attributes were 
proved to us by no supernatural appearances, 
bad in reality no existence whatever/' 
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•^ Stbp, trretchr' said the Countess, <<and 
know that thouspeakest not to one of tliose blind* 
ed heathens of whose abominable doctrines you 
are deteUiag the result. Know, that if an err* 
ing, I am nevertheless a sincere daughter of the 
eburch, and this cross displayed on my shoulder, 
is a sufficient emblem of the vows I have under* 
taken in its cause. Be therefore wary, as thou art 
wily; for, believe me, if thou scoffest or utterest 
reproaoh against my holy religion, what I am 
imable to answer in. language, I will reply to^ 
without hesitation, with the point of my dag- 
ger/' 

<' To that argument,'' said Agelastes, drawing 
back from the neighbourhood of Brenhilda, ^^ be^ 
lieve me, £adr lady, I am very unwiUing to ui^ 
your gentleness. But although I shall not ven- 
ture to say any thing of thoiie superior and bene- 
volent powers to whom you ascribe the manage- 
ment of the world, you will surely not take 
offence at my noticing those base superstitions 
which have been adopted in explanation of what 
IS ca)ftd by the Magi, the Evil Principle. Was 
there ever received into a human creed, a being 
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tesq^ue fpatiire^, /jff^^^ to esprw ^f Ti^of^j^g^ 

crable ^aasipps ;^ ,^ .4«gR^ . ^.W^^ ^we^B^inferr 
rior to tl»t 9f thelJeitijr^ljfuid.s tri^)fr^:|)i0 
same time scafce e^^^ t^ .^t, lof ;th^niti|f(()^ 
of Ae lowQst Qrder ! Wbat i«i ie, fb^ b^in^ n^o 
is at Feast tj^e second firbit^r cd^ die ii^mm^l^ 
save ^ unmorlpl spirit;, w^ tii|». petty ^pi^ft 
and. spite ^f .fi irindicliv^ old man»Qs;^ldl;ivPn 
man r . • • ! ''♦• • ""''•». 

Ag^last^, n^ade a sing^lajr. fi9u^ in lUfi |M( 
of his discourse. . ^ v^jopwtofi q9mideiiabl0!sise 
iiung in ^e apartmeat, ep tiiat tbepbil^dogl^r 
could see In i^ rf^fl^^ the^giiie qi {^eo^ 
da, and remarl^ ttie diaogf^. of Jhei: jpoim|ifi«MUifler 
thoi^h she bad arerted W .%^' ^<¥>n ,1^/iil 
hajtred ^f t^e .^octdini^. wjiicb )ie ]»r9i»i4girted. 
On thjjs g|5isa,|Jfe,p|ii|iftfpj4^^ ]^im,efmmbk^ 
rally fixed, wd hq v^ q^flfottjp^efl af^ j3|^pi^»r3Ag 
a figure glide firoift bi;lwMl^!$'Mo^< 0^ j^ieur^ 
tain, and glare at him,\dil^.tt^ ^ppqa^imen 
and expression of tbe Satan of monkish myiho- 
4ogy, or a satyr of the heathen age. 
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^ ^M^l^ 'dsSA9t6iMB^; whose 4tteii11on was 

^eemSi a tSfelletf*; ^^'IkvelKy' wicked VoWs,' 
and^ifefill itioire idcJ^d" flioiigitt/'lirdugk the 
d<Hil ^lilto^ng^i tis^'lf si>, ^niiss liim instantly^ 
dli^i>4tiy@ii»'Lkdy dFtfaeBt^keril.aiicest thod 
shiiHf I^btt^^bieti;ei"tKa]af atf present what is the 
temp^f^^h PtaildAhihsLiienj when in presence 
of l^lfietJ^'himself, and'those who pretend skiU 
to- Mie^^'tiiM' ! I WUh'not to ent^r in^o a contest 
unless compelled; but if I am obliged to join 
bftltt^ ^ildh'lbl'ett^y 80 horrible, believe me, no 
on^^rit^'^'thM dteiih!ld& feared himl*' 

Jlg^toted^ a!fte^ lootiri^ with surprise and 
hobbr^y Ate-«]^'fe ds'V^^ed in the glass, 
tunaed'%^i£'Us^1i4ali td^!idtiiii!i(^* th^ ^ubsttoce^ 
olvMlii''(h6i^SkS<thy^'^'^tian^e. The 
oli[^c«t;pki^««V«r, had IjMppiekr^d b'eKliid ^e tvi- 

a£Mi a-ttmte° <^-H^"^I^ tii^ Mf-^ibihg, iik- 
sco^lrSMg'^mh^ikait!^' M^iA Ittel^a^am in the 

smtf'pitmiUm tbe' rit!^6i'.' ' ' ' ' - ' 

«* Bftlie ^ r 8<iM Agdastes — '- 
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c< In wbom but now/' said die CountoBS^ ^^ you 
professed «j[»b«^e£'' , 

. <^ By the gods !" ri^eated 4ge]aste9, in paii 
reooveringhiouHdlff ^< it U Sylnm ! that eaagulttr 
mod^ery of hmaaiiiiy, wlio was said to bare been 
brought from Ti^irobana. I woncant he also be* 
fieves in his joUy god Pan, or the veteran Syl« 
vanus. He is to the uninitiated a creature whooe 
appearance is full of terrors, but he shrinks be* 
fore the jdiilosopher like ignorance before know- 
ledge.'' So saying, he with one hand polled 
down the curtain, under which the animal had 
nestled itself when it entered fiom the garden* 
window of the pavilion, and with the other, in 
which he had a staff uplifted, threatened to duuh 
tise the creature, with the words — ^^ How now, 
Sylvanus ! what insolence is this ? — ^To your 
phioe r 

As, in uttering these words, he struck the ani- 
mal, the blowunluckily lighted upon his wounded 
hand, and recalled its bitter smart The wild 
temper of the creature returned, unsubdued for 
the moment by any awe of man ; uttering a fierce, 
and, at the same time, stifle3 cry, it flew on the 
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pliilosopliet, anrd clapped its strong and sinewy 
anns about his throat with the utanost foty. Th# 
old tnaai twisted and struggled to dtlirer himself 
from lihe creature's grasp^ but in ttedn* Sylvan 
kept hold of his prize, cotapressed his sinewy 
arms, and abode by his purpose of not; qidtting 
his hold of the philosopher's throat until he had 
breathed his hist Two more bitter ydls, aooom* 
panied each with a desperate contortion of the 
countenance, and squeeze of the hands, eon* 
eluded, in less than fire minutes, the dreadfoi 
strife* 

Agelastes lay dead upon the ground, and his 
assassin jSylvan, springing from the body as if 
terrified and alarmed at what he had done, made 
his escape by the window. The Countess stood 
in astonishment, not knowing exacdy whether 
she had witnessed a supernatural display of the 
judgment of Heaven, or an instance of its ven*- 
geance by mere mortal means. Her new at* 
tendant Ve^ihelia was no less astonished, though 
her acquaintance with the animal was considerr 
ably more intimate. 

^^ Lady," she said, ^ that gigantic creature is 
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an ftTwtnA! of gtekt sfrengdi) resemUSng^ iiiati<" 
kind in fohH/btit httge m4ts 'riire, Wd^ endoi^^ 
aged by itt'iitimense'poii^^i','8oi[n^times id^^o^ 
lent in its ihterbdtitSe'ti^& m6rtald: * liiavl^Ii^ai^ 
the Varangians 6ttAti talk' bf it its 'b^lti^g&g' fo' 
the Imperii mn^^xi]^ It is fittbg^Wfe iesidre 
the body of this ^dnhappy man', and liid^ h in a 
plot of shrubbery in the garden. ' It is niot'ltkely 
that he will be missed to-night, and Uhinoriow 
there will be oC&er matter astir, VMch teift pro- 
bably prevent nmch enquiry about hinL^'^Thfe 
Countess Brenhilda assented, for she teas not ohe 
of those timorous females to wbom! the (iouiite- 
nances of tiie deiad are objects oif terror* ^ ' ' ^ * ' ' 
Trusting' tO^thie pinole whibh she li^ ^Ven» 
Agelastes had 'permitted the Countess 'an<l "her 
attenoaht the freedom of bis gardens, of that pari' 
at leasi adjaeeiit to the pavilidn* ' "Hiey ther^' 
fore were m Tittle risk of interruption as they bore 
forthihe dead Dod'y between' tltem,' 'and: without 
much trouble 'dupoiied( of it' in ttle tticliest part^ 
of one of these l^squets wiftf whicll the garden' 
was studded. 

As they returned to their place of abode or 
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cojBiifljg^npn.iUip .in, |l\p.vej:x,mojppn^ of Was- 

and.tr^^tl^jftfi *|i^ unf^^tij^^f^^ J^^ejil)iU4a may be 
bi-cfug/ft^^ji^xtp fluspicjfcpq, , as ,hi3 sjayght^r took 
pl^q^^w^eiji, h^, w^: alpn^ fith jjei: ^uul her at^ 
teii^^ivlj^ ^fj. .^ ;;io ope vas .vitoeg^ of th^ mga'^ 
lar.i^,w wJia?!* li^oW blasphemer met his 
en<Jj7T7Ttp^ kiio^est," she added, addressing 
herg^lf to Bt^ajeBer-^.ihou ! blessed Ij^Ay of ih^ 
Broken La^q^^ due protectress hpt^ of Brenhilda 
an(J[ Iker hupbaiidj^.\^f^l fcnos^pst^ %it whateirer 
&alt8,Wy be.mine, I <»a, fyee fron^ th,B slightest 
8i»pi.<4p,,9Ct^??«fhery^.Rd into thy hap^ I pqt 
"y *TW8f'),l^ »-g^Tf?,^* ',#>nf^,PP0.n,thy wis, 
dom,and>i^ty,fo^bea^ei^d^nceJfl^y fi^TOur." 

«»4^l^,?^.»?f??«^ sfjbjnifsiyegrajrfrfyljhe Coun- 
tess closed, that erei^^Ail evening. 
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CHAPTER IL 



Will ymi liesr of a Spanuh lady, 

Hnw she wooed an KngBiliinw ? 
Garments gay^ as ricli as may be, 
Deck'd with jewvh alie had on. 
Of a comely conntenance and grace was shc^ 
And by birth and parentage of high d^ree. 

Oid 



We left Aleziiui Conmenus aft^ he had mw 
loaded his eonadenee in the ears of the PUii^ 
arch, and received from him a fidthf ul assurance 
of the pardon and patronage of the nationd 
chnrch. He took leare of the dignitary with 
some ezidting o^damatiinis, so nnexplicitly ex- 
pressed, however, that it was by no means easy 
to conceive the meamng of what he said. EBs 
first enquiry, when ha reached the Blacquemal, 
being for his daughter, he was dupected to the 
room encrusted with beautifolly carved marble, 
from which she herself, and many of her race, 
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derived the proud appellation of ParpkyroffenUOf 
or born in the purple. Her oountenanoe was 
clouded with anxiety, which, at the sight of her 
father, broke out into open and uncontrollable 
grie^ 

'^ Daughter," said the Emperor^ with aliarsh* 
ness little common to his manner, and a serious* 
ness which he stemiy maintMiied, instead* of 
sympathizing with hk daughter's affliction, » as 
you would prevent the silly fool with whom you 
are connected, from displaying himself to the 
public both as an imgrateful monster and a 
traitor, you will not fail to ^chort him, by due 
submission, to make his petition for pardon, ao- 
eranpanied with a full confession at his crimes^ 
or, by my sceptre and my crown, he shall die 
the death ! Nor will I pardon any who rushes 
upon his doom in an open tone «f defiance, und^ 
sudh a standard of rebellion as my tmgratefid 
son-in-law has hoisted.'* 

" What do you require of me, feth^r ?' said 
the Princtess; *^ Can you expect that I am to 
dip my own hands in the blood of this unfor- 
tunate man; or wilt thou seek a revenge yet 
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more bloody than that whidi was exacted by the 
deijdes of antiquity, upon those criminals who 
offended against their divine power ?* 

'< Think 'not so, my daughter V* ssdd the 
Emperor ; ^^ but rather believe that thou hast 
the last opportunity afforded by my filial affec- 
tion, of rescuing, perhaps from death, that silly 
fool, thy husband, who has so richly deserved it." 

'< My £aither,'' said the Princess, ^ God knows 
it is not at your risk that I would imh to pur- 
chase the life of Nicephorus ; but lie has been 
the £aither of my children, though they are now 
BO more, and women cannot forget that such a tie 
has existed, even though it has been broken by 
£tte. Permit me only to hope that the unfor- 
tunate culprit shall have an opportunity of re- 
trieving his errors ; nor shall it, believe me, be 
my £aiult, if he resumes those practices, treason- 
able at once, and unnatural, by which Ids life is 
at present endangered." 

^^ Follow me, then, daughter," ssdd the Em- 
peror, *< and know, that to thee alone I am about 
to intrust a secret, upon whidi the safety of my 
life and my crown, as well as the pardon of n^y 
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son-in-law's life, \«dll be found eventually to 
depend." . 

He then., assumed in haste the garment of a 
slay9 of the seraglio, and commanded his daughter 
to axranee her dress in a x^ore succinct form, and 
to take in her hand a lighted lamp. 

<* Whither a^e we going, my &ther ?' said 
Anna 'Comnena. 

> << It matters not,'' replied her father, '^ since 
my aestiny c^ls me, and since thine ordains thee 
to be my torch-bearer. Believe it, and record 
it, if thou darest, in thy book, that Alexius Com- ' 
henus does not, without alarm, descend into 
those awful dungeons which his predecessors 
built for men, even when his intentions are inno- 



% * 



cent, and frj^e ;from harm. Be silent, and should 
we meet any inhabitant of those inferioi; regions^ 
speak, not ^ .word, , nor make any observation 
upon his appearance." 

Passing, through J the intricate apartments of 
the palaceu they now canie to that large hall 
through which Heceward had passed on the first 
nighlj of his intrqducUon to the place of Anna's 
recitation, called the Temple of the Muses. It 
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was oonstnicted^ as we have said, of black marble^ 
dimly illuiiiinated. At the upper end of the 
apartment was a small altar, on which was laid 
some incense, while over the smoke was sii»» 
pended, as if projecting from the wall, two imi^i 
tations of human hands and arms, which were 
but imperfectly seen. 

At the bottom of this hall, a small iron-doot 
kd to a narrow and winding staircase, resem- 
bling a draw-well in shape and size, the steps of 
which were excessiyely steep, and which the 
Emperor, after a solemn gesture to his danghter 
commanding her attendance, began to descend 
wi& the imperfect light, and by the narrow and 
difficult steps by which those who Tisited the 
under regions of the Blacquemal seemed to bid 
a£eu to the l%ht of day. Door after door they 
passed in their descent, leading, it was probable, 
to different ranges of dungeons, from which was 
obscurely heard the stifled voice of groans and 
sighs, such as attracted Hereward's attention on 
a former occasion. The Emperor took no no* 
tice of these signs of human misery, and three 
Stories, or ranges of dungeons, had been already 
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passed, ere the fiither and daughter arrired at the 
lowest story of the building, the base of whidi 
was the solid rock, roughly carved, upon whiek 
were erected the side^walls and arches of solid 
but unpolisbed marble. 

*^ Here," ssdd Alexius Comnenus, '^ all hope, 
all expectation takes farewell, at the torn of a 
hinge or the grating of a lock* Yet shall not 
this be always the case — the dead shall revire 
and resume their right, and the disiidierited of 
lliese regions shall again prefer their claim to 
inhalnt the upper world. If I cannot entreat 
Heaven to my assistance, be assured, my dangh« 
ter, that rather than be the poor animal which I 
. have stooped to be thought, and even to be paint* 
ed in thy history, I would soonef brave every 
danger of the multitude which now erect them- 
selves betwixt me and safety. Nothis^isrescdved 
save that I wiU live and die an emperor ; and 
diou, Anna, be assured, that if there is power in 
the beauty or in the talents, of which so mudi 
has been boasted diait pow^r shall be this even- 
ing exercised to the advantage of thy parait, 
from wliom it is derived." 
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<^ What is it that you mean, Imperial fitther ? 
— Holy Virgin ! is this the promise you made me 
to save the life of the ojafivtuiiate Meqphoms?^ 

^< And so I will,'' said the Emperof ; ^ and I 
am now about that action of benevolenee. But 
think not I will once more warm in my bosom 
the household snake which had so nearly stung 
me to death. No, daughter, I have ptoyided for 
thee a fitting husband, in one who is able to 
maintain and defend the rights of the Emperor 
thy father ; — and beware how thou <^pose8t an 
obstacle to what is my pleasure ! for behold these 
walls of marble, though unpolished, and recollect; 
i^ is as possible to die within the marble as to be 
bom there,'' 

The Princess Anna Comnena was fnghtehed 
at seeing her £sither in a state of mind entirely 
different from any which she had before wit- 
nessed«' ^^ O, Heaven I that my mother were 
here !" she ejacdated, in the terror of something 
^e hardly knew what. 

** Anna,'' said the Emperor, ^ your fern and 
your screams are alike in vain. I atm one of 
those, who, on ordinary occasions, hardly nourish 
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a .wisli of my own, and account myself obliged to 
tliose wbo^ like my wife and daughter, take care 
to save nie.a}! the trouble of free judgment But 
when ihe^vessel Im among the breakers, and the 
mi|ster is (galled to the helm, believe that no 
meaper hand shall be permitted to interfere with 
him,, uor will the wife and daughter, whom he 
iod^ligfid in prosperity, be allowed to thwart his 
will whUp ^Q can yet call it his OM^n. Thou couldst 
scacceln f?»l $p understand that I was almost 
prcys^r^d tQ hare ^iven thee, as a mark of my 
sine^ptyi tP yonder obscure Varangian, without 
asking, question of either birth or blood. Thou 
jnajrsd hear when I next promise thee to a three* 
years' inhabitant of these vaults, who shall be- 
Coe^riQi Qriennius's stead, if I can move him to 
accef^t s^.pfincessfor his bride, and an imperial 
crow^^ji^jhis inheritance, in place of a starving 
dungeon,? ^ , 

<^' I t^^nil^l^ a^.your words, fether,'* said Anna 
Comnena; " how canst -thou trust a man. who has 
felt thy cruelty ?— How canst thou dream that 
aught can ever in sincerity reconcile thee to one 
whom thou hast deprived of'his eyesight?' 

VOL, III. B 
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( << Care not for that,'' said Alexius; ^< he be- 
comes mine, or Le shall never know what it is to 
be again his own. — And thou, g^l, mayst rest m- 
sured, that, if I will it, thou art next day the bride 
of my present captive, or thou retirest to the 
most severe nunnery, never again to mix with bq^ 
.dety. Be silent, therefore, and await thy doon^ 
,as it shall come, and hope not that thy utmodt 
endeavours can avert the current of thy destiny." 
As be concluded this singular dialogue, in 
•which he had assumed a tone to which his daugh- 
ter was a stranger, and before which she tremr 
iied^ he passed on through more than one 
.strictly fastened door, while his daughter, with 
a faltering step, illuminated him on the obscure 
.xoad* At length he found admittance by another 
passage into the cell in which Ursel was confined^ 
•and found him reclining in hopeless misery, — all 
those expectations having feded from his heart 
which the Count of Paris had by his indomitable 
gallantry for a time excited. He turned his 
sightless eyes towards the place where he heard 
4;he moving of bolts and the approach of stq^a. 
. " A new feature*' he said, « in my imprison^ 
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ment — a Hian ecNAes with a heavy aad determi* 
ned step, and a woman or a child with one that 
scarcely presses the floor ! — Is it my death that 
you bring? — Believe me, that I have lived long 
enough in these dungeons to bid my doom wel- 
come/' 

<< It is not thy deaths noble Ursel,'' said the 
Emperor, in a voice somewhat disguised. ^'Life|> 
liberty, whatever the world has to give, is placed 
by the Emperor Alexias at the feet of his fioble 
enemy, and he trusts that many years of happi- 
aiess and power, together with the c<Hnmand of 
a laige share'of the empire, will soon obliterate 

the recollection of the dungeons of the BhuMjuerr 
nal.'' 

^^ It cannot be,'' said Ursel, with a sigh. ^^ He 
upon whose eyes the sun has set even at oniddle 
day, can have nothing left to hope from the most 
.advantageous change of circumstances.'' 

^^ You are not entirely assured of that," said 
the Emperor *f << allow us to convince you that 
what is intended towards you is truly finrouraUe 
and liberal, and I hope you will be rewarded by 
finding that there is more possibility of amend- 
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iBent in your case, than your first apprekensioitf 
are willing to receive. Make an effOTt, and try 
vhedier your eyes are not sensible of the light 
of the lamp.'* 

^ Do with me,** said Ursel, ^ aceordii^ to 
yonr pleasure ; I have neither strength to remon* 
strate, nor the force of mind equal to make me 
set your cruelty at defiance. Of something like 
light I am sensible ; but whether it is reality or 
illusion, I cannot determine. If you are come to 
deliver me firom this living sepulchre, I pray to 
God to requite you ; and if, under such deceit^ 
fill pretence, you mean to take my life, I can 
only commend my soul to Heaven, and the v^i- 
geance due to my death to Him who can behold 
the darkest places in which injustice can shroud 
itself.' 

So saying, and the revulsion of hfa spuilB 
rendering him unable to glv^ aibnost^aiy^Mliig^ 
rigns of existence, Ursel stok' badtt^pM" his 
seat of captivity, and spoke not' anothelr wt^t^ 
during the time that AlexiuirdiseifitfldfTiissed Imn 
of diose chains which had so long hung^ about 
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liim, ibat they almost seemed to make a part of 
his person. 

: ^^ This is an affidr in which thy aid can scarce 
be sufficient, Anna," said the Emperor; '< it 
irould have been well if you and I could have 
borne him into the open air by our joint strength, 
for there is little wisdom in showing the secrets 
lif this prison-house to those to whom they are 
not yet known ; nevertheless, go, my diild, and 
at a short distance from the head of the staircase 
which we descended, thou wilt find Edward, the 
bold and trusty Varangian, who, on your com-^ 
municating to him my orders, will come hither 
acMl render his assistance, and see that you send 
also the experienced leech, Douban*'' 

Terrified, half-stifled, and half-struck with hor« 
ror, the lady yet felt a degree of relief from the 
somewhat milder tone in which her father ad- 
dressed her. With tottering steps, yet in some 
measure encouraged by the tenor of her ins^ruc-* 
tions, she ascended die staircase which yawned 
tq^n these infernal dungeons* As she approach- 
ed the top, a large and strong figure threw its 
broad shadow between the lamp and the opening 
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of the hall. Frightened neorl j to death at the 
thoughts of becoming the wife of a squalid wretch 
like Ursel/ a moment of weakness seized upon 
the Process's mind, and, when she considered 
the melancholy option which her fitther had placed 
before her, she could not but think that the hand* 
some and gallant Varangian, who had already 
rescued the royal family from such imminent 
danger, was a fitter person with whom to unite 
herself, if she must needs make a second choice^ 
than the singular and disgusting being whom 
her father's policy had raked from the bottom of 
die filacquernal dungeons. 

I will not say of poor Anna Comnena, whif 
was a timid but not an unfeeling woman, that 
she would have embraced such a proposal, had 
not the life of her present husband, Nicephorus 
Briennius, been in extreme danger ; and it was^ 
obviously the determination of the Emperor, that 
if he spared him, it should be on the sole condi-^ 
tion of unloosing his daughter's hand, and bind- 
ing her to some one of better faith, and possessed 
of a greater desire to prove an affectionate scm- 
in-laWi Neither, did the plan of adopting the 
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Yarangian as a second huBlMmds enter decidedly ' 
into the mind of the Princess. The present was 
a moment of danger, in which her rescne to be 
sncoessfiil must be sudden, and perhaps, if onee 
achieved,^ the lady might have had an opportiw 
n|ty of freeing herself both from Ursel and the 
Varangian, without disjoining either of them 
fiom her lather's assistance, or of herself losing 
it At any rate, the surest means of safety were 
to secure, if possible, the young soldier, whose 
features and appearance were of a kind which 
rendered the task no way disagreeable to a beau- 
tiful woman. The schemes of conquest are so 
natural to the fair sex, and the whole idea passed 
so quickly through Anna Comnena's mind, that 
having first entered while the soldier's shadow 
was interposed between her and the lamp, it had 
fully occupied her quick imagination, when, with: 
deep reverence, and great surprise afher sudden 
appearance on the ladder of Acheron, the Yar* 
langian advancing, knelt down, and lent his arm 
to the assistance of the fair lady, in order to help 
her out of the dreary staircase. 

^* Dearest Hereward,'' said the lady, with a 
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degree of indmacy which seemed unusual) '^ how 
mvuii do I rejoice, in this dreadful night, to have 
fallen under your protection ! I have been in 
{daces which the spirit of hell appears to hare 
contrived for the human race/' The alarm of 
the Princess, the familiarity of a beautiful woman, 
who, while in mortal fear, seeks refuge, like a 
frightened dove, in the bosom of the str<mg and 
the brave, must be the excuse of Anna Comnena 
for the tender epithet with which she greeted 
Hereward; nor, if he had diosen to answer in 
the same tone, which, £uthful as he was, might 
have proved the case if the meeting had chanced 
before he saw Bertha, would the daughter oi 
Alexius have been, to say the truth, irreconci-* 
lably offended. Exhausted as she was, she suf- 
fered herself to repose upon the broad breast 
and shoulder of the Anglo-Saxon; nor did she 
make an attempt to recover herself, although the 
decorum of her sex and station seemed to recom* 
mend such an exertion* Hereward was obliged 
himself to ask her, with the uaimpassioned'and 
reverential demeanour of a private soldier to a 
Frincess, whether he ought to summon her female 
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sttendants? to whicb she fidntly nttered a ii^;a» 
tive. *' Noy no'^ — said she, ^^ I have a duty to 
execute for my father, and I must not siumnon 
eyewitnesses ;-r'he knows me to be in safety, 
Hereward, since he knows I am with thee ; and 
if I am a burden to you in my present state of 
weakness, I shall soon recover, if you will set 
me down upon the marble steps.'' 

<' Heaven forbid, lady,'' said Herewaid, ^' that 
I were thus neglectful of your Hi^mess's pre-* 
dious health ! I see your two young ladies, 
Astarte and Yidante, are in quest of you — Per-- 
mit me to summon them hither, and I will keep 
watch upon you if you are unable to retire to 
your chamber, where, metUnks, the present 
disorder of your nerves will be most properly 
treated.'' 

. ^^ D6 as tiiouiwik$i>fl#barian,^said th^ Princess, 
rallyi^gfhltedFy^tiba^certaiil degr^^ of pique, 
arisingr pei9mp9^om^l»er hot? tldftkidg moire drd- 
iVM^d jMRMmtei]Mn»s» f ipiwi^ scene, 

1S»bl ^dieoiwviwiiw'we^^ ldsready'\i{^on the stage. 
Thien^ aieirtf fbv thfi^ firM titft^,* appearik^ to re- 
collect tiie mieaNige with ^ich she had been 

b2 
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eommurioned, she exhorted the Varangian to: 
lepab inttantly to her fiither. 

Chi such occasions, the lightest drcnmstanceft 
hare their effect on the actors. The Anglo^ 
Saxon was sensible that the Princess was some* 
what offended, though whether she was so, oa 
account of her being actually in Hereward'ir 
arms, or whether the cause of her anger was the 
being nearly discovered there by the two young 
maidens^ the sentinel did not presume to guess; 
but departed for the gloomy yaults to jom 
Alexius, with the neyer«fiuling double*edged 
axe, Ihe bane of many a Turk, glittering upon 
his should^. 

Astarte andlier companion had been dispatch- 
ed by the Empress Irene in search of Anna.C<»n«* 
nena, through those apartments of the pabice 
which she was wont to inhabit. The daughter of 
Alexius could nowhere be found, although the 
4)ttsiness on whidi they were seeking her was 
described by the Empress as of the most pressing 
nature. Nothing, however, in a palace, passes 
altogether unespied, so that the Empress's mes« 
sengers at length received information that thek 



GOVm BOBBST OF PARIfl, V 

uistras and the Emperor had been seen to 
descend that gloomy access to the dangeoiis» 
which^ by allusion to the classical infernal re- 
gions, was termed the Pit of Acheron. They 
came thither, accordingly, and we have related 
the consequences* Hereward thought it neces*- 
sary to say, that her Imperial Highness had* 
8woo|ied upon being suddenly brought into the 
iqpper air« The Princess, on the other par^ 
Mskly shook off her juvenile attendants, and. 
declared herself ready to proceed to the chain- 
ber of her mother* The obeisance which she. 
made Hereward at parting, had something in it 
of haughtiness, yet evidently qualified by a look, 
offiiendship and regard. As she passed an apart- 
ment in which some of the royal skives were in 
waiting, she addressed to one of them, an old^ 
respectable man, of medical skill, a private and 
hurried order, desiring him to go to the assistance . 
of her fstther, whom he would find at the bottom 
of the staircase called the Pit of Acheron, and'to^ 
take his scimitar along with hinu To hear, as. 
usual, was to obey, and Douban, for that was his 
5, only replied by that significant sign which : 
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iadicates immediate aoqniesoence. In the meaa« 
time, AjDiia Comnena herself hastened onward to 
her mother's apartments, in which she found the 
Empress alone. 

^^ Go hence, maidens,'' said Irene, << and do 
not let any one have access to these apartments, 
even if the Emperor himself should command it. 
Shut the door," she said, '^ Anna Comnena; and 
if the jealousy of the stronger sex do Jiot allow 
us the masculine privilege of bolts and bars, to 
secure the insides of our apartments, let us avail 
ourselves, as quickly as may be, of such opportu** 
nities as are permitted us; and remember. Prin- 
cess, that however implicit your duty to your 
&ther, it is yet more so to me, who am of the 
same sex with thyself, and may truly call thee, 
even according to the letter, blood of my blood, 
and bone of my bone. — Be assured thy £Either 
imows not at this moment the feelings of a. 
woman. Neither he nor any man alive can justly 
conceive the pangs of the heart which beats under 
a woman's robe* These men, Anna, would tear 
asunder without scruple the tenderest ties of 
-affection, the whole structure of domestic feli*: 
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cky, in which lie a woman's cares^ her joy, het 
pain, her love, and her despair. Trust, there* 
ibre, to me, my daughter ! and believe me, I 
will at once save thy father's crown and thy 
happiness. The conduct of thy husband has been 
wrong, most cruelly wrong; but, Anna, he i^ 
a man — and in calling him such, I lay to his 
charge, as natural frailties, thoughtless treachery, 
wanton infidelity, every species of folly and in- 
consistency, to which his race is subject. You 
ought not, therefore, to think of his faults, unless 
it be to forgive them/' 

^< Madam," said Anna Comnena, ^^ forgive me 
if I remind you that you recommend to a princess, 
born in Ae purple itself, a line of conduct which 
would hardly become the female who carries the 
pitcher for the needful supply of water to the 
village well. All who are around me have been 
taught to pay me the obeisance due to my birdi, 
and while this Nicephprus Briennius crept on 
his knees to your daughter's hand which you 
extended towards him, he was rather receiving 
the yoke of a mistress than accepting a house-* 
hold alliance with a wife. He has incurred his 
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dooDiy without a tench eren of that temptatioa} 
which may be pled by lesser culprits in his ^i^ 
dition^ and if it is the will of my &ther that he. 
d>ould die, or suffer banishment, or imprison* 
ment, for the crime he has committed, it is not 
the business of Anna Comnena to interfere^ die 
being the most injured among the imperial fiunily^ 
who have in so many, and such gross respects,, 
the right to complain of his fidsehood." 

<< Daughter,'' replied the Empress, *^ so fsur I 
^ee with you, that the treason of Nicephoru^ 
towards your father and myself has been in a 
great degree unpardonable ; nor do I easily see 
on what footing, save that of generosity, his life 
eould be saved. But still you are yourself m dif« 
ferent cirenmstances from me, and may, as av 
affectionate and fond wife, compare the intimacies 
of your former habits with the bloody change 
which is so soon to be the consequence and the 
conclusion of his crimes. He is possessed o£ ihat 
person and of those features which women most 
teadily recall to their memory, whether aliye of 
dead* Think what it will cost you to recolleel 
that the rugged executioner reeeired his last 
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gfthiteyx^tiat the shapely seek had bo better 
repose than the rough block — ^that the tongue^ 
the soand of which you used to prefer to the 
choicest instruments of music, is silent in the. 
dustr 

^ Anna, who was not insensible to the personal 
graces of her husband, was much affected by 
this forcible appeal. *^ Why distren me thus» 
mother V^ she repBed in a weeping accent* 
<^ Did I not feel as acutely as yon would hare me 
to do, this moment, however awful, would be 
easily borne. I had but to think of him as he is, 
to contrast his personal qualities with those of the 
mind, by which they are more than overbalanced,, 
and resign myseff to his deserved £Bite with un- 
resisting submission to my father's wfll.*' 

<^ And that,'^ said the Empress, << would be 
to bind thee, by his sole fiat, to some obscure 
wretch, whose habits of plotting and intriguing 
had, by some miserable chance, given him the 
opportunity of becoming of importance to the 
Emperor, and who is therefore to be rewarded 
by the hand of Anna Comnena.'* 

^^ Do not think so meanly of me, madam,'* 
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said the Frineess — ^ I know, as well as ever 
Orecian maiden did, how I shoidd free m jself 
from diahonouV; and, you may tnist me,^ you 
diall never blnah for your daughter*" 

<< TeU me not that," said the Empress, <« sinee 
I flliall blush alike for the relentless entelty 
whidi gives up a once bdoved husband to »i 
ignominious death, and for the passion, {<x which 
I want a name, which would replace him by an 
obscure barbarian from the extremity ci Thule, 
or some wretch escaped frt>m the Blaoquemal 
dungeons." 

The Princess was astcmished to perceive diat 
her mother was acquainted with the purposes, 
even the mo8t~ private, which her father had 
filmed for his governance . during this emer*. 
gency. She was ignorant that Alezius and Us 
royal consort, in othec.respects living together 
with a decency ever exetuplary in > people of - 
their rank, had sometimes^ cm iBtcflre8ting>bcc9- 
sions^ fiimily debates, in. which ullid kashUd^ 
provoked by the seemiiy>anihcl|ef of his-plitfteeii,' 
was tempted to let her guesstmiMre of 



COUNT BOBEBT OF FABI8«: 41 

porpoaes than he would have coolly imparted 
of his own calm choice* 

The Princess was afTected at the anticipation 
of the death of her husband, nor could this have 
been reasonably supposed to be otherwise ; but 
sbe was still more hurt and affronted by her 
ipaother taking it for granted that she designed 
upon the instant to replace the Caesar by an on* 
certain, and at all events an unwo<rthy successor* 
Whatever considerations had operated to make 
Hereward her choice, their effect was lost when 
the match was placed in this odious and degra-» 
ding point of view ; besides which is to be re-* 
membered, that women almost instinctively deny 
their first thoughts in £ivour of a suitor, and 
seldom willingly reveal them, unless time and 
circumstance concur to favour them. She called 
Heaven therefore passionately to witness, while 
she repelled the charge. 

^^ Bear witness," she said, ^^ Our Lady, Queen 
of Heaven ! Bear witness, saints and martyrs^ 
all ye blessed ones, who are, more than ourselves, 
the guardians of our mental purity ! that I know 
no passion which I dare not avow, and that if 
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Kcqphoniflfg life depended on iny entreaty to 
Grod and men, all, his injuribna acta towards me 
diar^aided and deq>i8ed, it ahonld be as long as 
Hearen gave to those servants vliom it snatdied 
fimn the earthy withoat suffering the pangs o£ 

mortality ¥* 

■ ** Ton have sworn boldly/' said the Empressr 
^ See, Anna Comnena, that yon keep yoni* 
Word, for believe me it will be tried.'' 

^< What will be tried, mother ?' said the Prin- 
oess; ^< or what have I to do to pronoonoe tho 
doom of the Ceesar, who is not subject to my 
power ?* 

' ^ I will show you,** said the Empressf, grave-^ 
ly ; and, leading her towards a sort of wardrobe^ 
which formed a closet in the wall, she withdrew- 
a curtain which hung before it, and placed before 
her her nnfii^tunate husband, Nicephcnns Brien<* 
nius, half-attired, with his sword drawn in hia^ 
hand. Looking upon him as. an enemy, and 
Qonscioas of some schemes with reject to hint* 
which had passed through h» mind in the course: 
<3i these troubles, the Princess screamed fiiintly^ 
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upon pereeiving Idm so near her with a weapon 
in his hand. 

'* Be more oomposed,^' «dd die Emprefl8> 
'* or this wretched man, if discoyered^ falls no 
less a Vietim to thy idle fears than to thy bane- 
fid revenge** 

' Nieephoms at this speech seemed to have 
adopted his cue, for, driving the point of hit 
sword, and falling on his knees before the Priiw 
cess, be clasped his hands to entreat for mercy. 

^^ "What hast thou to ask from me ?' said his 
iHfe, naturally assured, by her husband's pros- 
tration, that the stronger force was upon her own 
side— ^< What hast thou to ask from me, that 
outraged gratitude, betrayed affection, the most 
solemn vows violated, and the fondest ties of 
nature torn as^mder like the spider's broken 
web, will permit thee to put in words for very 
shame (^ 

*• Do not suppose, Anna," replied the sup* 
pliant, '^ that I am at this eventful period of my. 
life to play the hypocrite, for the purpose of 
saving the wretched remnant of a dishonoured 
existence* I am but desirous to part in charity 
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with thee, to make my peace with Heaven, and 
to nourish the last hope of making my way, 
though burdened with many crimes, to tho^ 
regions in whidi alone I can find thy beauty, thy 
talents, equalled at least, if not excelled/' 

*' You hear him, daughter ?' said Irene ; *< his 
boon is for forgiveness alone ; thy condition is 
the more godlike, since thou mayst unite the 
safety oi his life with the pardon of his offences*" 

*< Thou art deceived, mother," answered Anna* 
'< It is not mine to pardon his g^ilt, tar less to 
remit his punishment You have taught me to 
think of myself as future ages shall know me ; 
what will they say of me, those future ages^ 
when I am described as the unfeeling daughter, 
who pardoned the intended assassin of her &ther, 
because she saw in him her own unfidthful 
husband ?" 

<< See there," said the Csesar, << is not that, 
most serene Empress, the very point of despair ? 
and have I not in vain offered my life-blood 
to wipe out the stain of parricide and ingrati- 
tude ? Have I not also vindicated myself from the 
most unpardonable part of the accusation, which 
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cbaigcd me with attempting the murder of the 
godlike Emperor ? Have I not sworn by all that 
is sacred to man, that my purpose went no fer- 
ther than to sequestrate Alexius for a little time 
from the fatigues of empire, and place him where 
he should quietly enjoy ease and tranquillity ; 
while, at the same time, his empire should be as 
implicitly regulated by himself, his sacred plea- 
sure being transmitted through me, as in any » 
respect, or at any period, it had ever been ?** 

<< Erring man !" said tiie Princess, ^* hast thou 
approached so near to tiie footstool of Alexius 
Comnenus, and durst thou form so fiJse an esti- 
mate of him, as to conceive it possible that, he 
would consent to be a mere puppet by whose 
intervention you might have brought his empire 
to submission ? Know that tiie blood of Com- 
nenus is not so poor; my fatiier would have 
xesisted'tite treason in arms ; and by tiie death 
of tiiyl^nefabtbr only couldst tiiou have gratit-. 
fied this suggestions df thy criminal ambition/' 

«< B6«uch your belief,*' said tiie Caesar; « I 
havie said enough for a life which is not and ought 
not to be dear to me. Call your guards, and let 
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them take ike life of tke imfortanate Biieiuiiit% 
,since it kas become hateful to kis once beloved 
Anna Conmeiuu Be not afiraidtkat any resistance 
of mine skall render tke scene <tf my apprekensiop 
dubious or fiitaL Nicepkorud Briennias is Caasar 
no longer, and ke tkus tkrows at tke feet of kis 
Princess and spouse, tke only poor means wkich 
ke kas of resisting the just doom wkick is tkere^ 
fore at ker pleasure to pass." 

He cast kis sword before the feet of the Prifr- 
joessy wkile Irene exclaimed, weeping, or seeming 
to weep hitterly, ^' I kaye indeed read of suc^ 
scenes ; but could I ever kave tibougkt tkat my 
:own daugkter would kave been tke pxinc^Nd 
•actress in one of tkem — could I ever kave tkoogl^ 
AaX ker mind, adnured by every <me as a palace 
•for ike occupation of ApoUo and tke Mqses, 
akould not kave kad room enough for die hum- 
bler, but more amiable virtue of foninine charity 
and compassion^ which builds itself a nest in the 
bosom of the lowest village girl? Do thy gifite, 
accomplishments, and talents, spread hardness as 
. well as polish over thy heart ? If so^ a hundred 
.times better renounce them all, and retain m 
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theSr stead those gentle and domestic virtues 
^hich are the first honours of the female heart. 
A woman who is pitiless, is a w<Hr8e monster than 
t)ne who is unsexed by any other passion." 

<^ What would you have me do ?^ said Anna^ 
^^ you, mother, ought to knew better than I, that 
the life of my father is hardly consistent with 
ihe existence of this bold and cruel man* O^ I 
am sure he still meditates his purpose of con- 
spiracy ! He that could deceive a woman in the 
jnannerflie has done me, will not relinquish a 
.plan which is founded upon the death of 
bene&ctor." 

^^ You do me injustice, Aima,'* said 
nius, starting up, and imprinting a hiss upon her 
lips ere she was aware. ^^ By this caress, the last 
^^hal will pass between us, I swear, that if in mj 
life I have yielded to folly, I have, notwith^ 
9ttaidSng, never been guilty of a treason of the 
lieart towards a woman as superior to ike rest of 
tiie female world in talents and aceompIifihmeiitB^ 
as in personal beauty.'' 

Hie Princess, mudi sof lened^ shook ber head^ 
repUed— <^ Ahf NicephoSms tr-HtiUJx wer^ 
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once your words ! sucli, perhaps, were then 
your' thoughts ! But who, or what, shall now 
warrant to me the veracity of either ?" 

<^ Those very accomplishments, and that very 
beauty itself," replied Nicephorus. 

<< And if more is wanting," said Irene, '^ thy 
mother will enter her security for him* Deem 
her not an insufficient pledge in this affidr ; she 
is thy mother, and the wife of Alexius Comne- 
nus, interested beyond all human beings in the 
growth and increase of the power and dig^ty of 
her husband and her child ; and one who sees 
on this occasion an opportunity for exercising 
generosity, for soldering up the breaches of the 
Imperial house, and reconstructing the frame of 
government upon a basis, which, if there be 
fidth and gratitude in man, shall never be again 
exposed to hazard." 

^< To the reality of that fiuth and gradtude, 
then," said the Princess, <^ we must trust impli- 
ddy, as it is your will, mother; although even 
my own knowledge of the subject, both through 
Study and experience of the world, has called 
me to observe the rashness of such confidence* 
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But althoagh we two may forgive Nicephorus's 
errors, the Emperor is still the person to whom 
the final reference must be had, both as to par^* 
don and favour •" 

' " Fear not Alexius,** answered her mother ; 
'< he will speak determinedly and decidedly; 
but, if he acts not in the very moment of form- 
ing the resolution, it is no more to be relied on 
than an icicle in time of thaw. Do thou apprize 
me, if thou canst, what the Emperor is at pre- 
sent doing, and take my word I will find means^ 
to bring him round to our opinion.** 

** Must I then betray secrets which my father^ 
has intrusted to me ?" said the Princess ; ** and 
to one who has so lately held the character of 
his avowed enemy ?** 

* " Call it not betray,'* said Irene, ** since it is 
written, thou shalt betray no one, least of all thy 
figdihdr, and the fiither of the empire. Yet again 
it is written by the holy Luke, that men shall be 
betrayed, both by parents and brethren, and kins- 
folk, and friends, and therefore surely also by 
daughters; by which I only mean thou shalt dis- 
cover to us thy father's secrets, so far as may 

VOL. m, c 
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€inabl9 US to save the life of diy liusbaad* The 
necessity of the case excuse whatever may be 
otherwise considered as irregular." 

" Be it so then, mother. Haying yielded my 
consent) perhaps too easily, to snatch diis inale-^ 
factor from my fiftther's justice, I am sensible I 
must secure his safety by such means as are in 
my power. I left my fiather at the bottom of 
those stairs, called the Pit of Acheron, in the 
eeU of a blind man, to whom he gave the nam^ 
of UreeL" 

" Holy Mary ¥' exclaimed the Empress, *' thou 
hast named a name which has been long unq>o- 
ken in the open air." 

^^ Has the Emperor's sense of his danger from 
the living," said the Caesar, <^ induced him to 
invoke the dead ? — ^for Ursel has been no living 
man for the space of three years." 

" It matters not," said Anna Comnena ; " I 
tell you true. My father even now held oon-^ 
ference with a miserable-looking prisoner whom 
lie so named." 

^^ It is a danger the more," said the CsBsar ; 
.^^ he cannot have forgotten the zeal with which 



COUNT BOBBBT OF PAftlft Al 



I embraced die cause of the pfeaent Emperor 
against his own ; and so soon as he is at libertjr^ 
lie will study to avaige it. For tliis we must 
endeavour to make some proYisioni though it 
increases oar difficulties. — ^^t down theui my 
gentle, my beneficent mother ;—i^uid tiiou^ my 
wife, who hast preferred thy lore £or an mw 
worthy husband to the si^estions of jealona 
passion and of headlong revenge, ait down^ and 
let us see in what manner it may be in eur 
power, Gonaistently with your duty to die Em- 
peror, to bring our broken vessel securely into 
port" 

He employed much natural grace of nuiailer in 
handing the mother and daughter to their seats; 
and, taking his place confidentially between 
them, all wore soon engaged in concerting what 
measures diould be taken for the morxoWf not 
forgetting such as should at once have the effect 
of preserving Ihe Caosar's life, and at tiie same 
time of securing the Grecian empire against the 
eonqpiracy of which he had been the chief ixim 
stigator* Briennhis ventured to hint, that peiw 
haps the best way wopld be to suffer the coiu 
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npimcy to proceed as originally intended, pled- 
ging his own fidth that the rights of Alexius 
should be held inviolate during the struggle;, 
but his influence over the Empress and her 
daughter did not extend to obtaining so great a 
trust* They plainly protested against permit- 
ting him to leave the palace, or taking the least 
share in the confusion which to-morrow was cer- 
tain to witness. 

^' You forget, noble ladies,*' said the Cdesar, 
'' that my honour is concerned in meeting the 
Count of Paris." 

*^ Pshaw ! tell me not of your honour, Brien- 
nius,'' said Anna Comnena ; ^* do I not well know, 
ihat although the honour of the western knights 
be a species of Moloch, a flesh-devouring, bloixU 
quaffing demon, yet that that which is the god 
of idolatry to the eastern warriors, though equal- 
ly loud and noisy in the hall, is br less impla^ 
eable in the field ? Believe not that I have for- 
pven great injuries and insults, in order to take 
6ueh false coin as honour in payment. Yoxir inn 
genuity is but poor^ if you cannot devise some 
e;iciise which will satisfy ihe Greeks; and in 
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good sooth, Brienhius, to this battle you go not, 
whether for your good or for your ill* Believe not 
that I will consent to your meeting either Count 
or Countess, whether in warlike combat or amo* 
rous parley. So you may at a word count upon 
remaining prisoner here until the hour appointed 
for such gross folly be past and over." 

The Csesar, perhaps, was not in his heart 
angry that his wife's pleasure was so bluntly and 
resolutely expressed against the intended com- 
bat. ** K,'* said he, " you are determined to 
take my honour into your own keeping, I am 
here for the present your prisoner, nor have I 
the means of interfering with your pleasure. 
When once at liberty, the free exercise of my 
valour and my lance is once more my own." 

<^ Be it so. Sir Paladin," said the Princess, 
very composedly. ^^ I have good hope that 
neither of them will involve you with any of 
yon dare-devils of Paris, whether male or female, 
and that we will regulate the pitch to which your 
courage soars, by the estimation of Greek philo« 
sophy, and the judgment of our blessed Lady of 
Mercy, not her of the Broken Lances." 



S4 
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At tins nMMiient, an aatharitsdre knodc al Ae 
4oor abimed the oootnilalioa of the Cssar and 
theladief. 



COUNT SOBKRT OF FABIS. 5^ 



CHAPTER III. _ . . 

Physician, Be comforted, good madaox : tlie. great rage, 
* You see, is cured in him : and yet it is danger 
To make Lim even o*er the time he has lost* 
Desire him to go in : trouble him no more, 
' Till further settling. 

Ktj^ Xtear* 

We left the Emperor Alexius Comnenus at 
the bottom of a subterranean vault, with a lamp 
expiring, and having charge of a prisoner, who 
seemed himself nearly reduced to the same ex- 
tremity. For the first two or three moments, lie 
listened after his daughter's retiring footsteps* 
He grew impatient, and began to long for her 
return before it was possible she could have tra- 
versed the path betwixt him and the summit of 
these gloomy stairs. A minute or two he en* 
dured with patience the absence of the assistance 
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wluch he had sent her to' sununon ; but strang;e 
suspicions began to cross his imagination. Could 
it be possible ? Had she changed her purpose on 
account of the hard words which he had used 
towards her? Had she resolved to leaye her 
fitther to his fiite in his hour of utmost need ? 
and was he to rely no longer upon the assistance 
which he had implored her to send? 

The short time which the Princess trifled away 
in a sort of gallantry with tiie Varangian Here- 
ward, was magnified tenfold by tiie impatience 
of the Emperor, who began to think that she 
was gone to fetch the accomplices of tiie Caesar 
to assault their prince in his defenceless condi- 
tion, and carry into effect their half-disconcerted 
conspiracy. 

After a considerable time, filled up witii this 
feeling of agonizing uncertainty, he began at 
length, more composedly, to recollect the little 
chance there was tiiat the Princess would, even 
for her own sake, resentful as she was in the 
highest degree of her husband's ill behaviour^ 
join her resources to his, to the destruction of 
one who had so generally showed himself an 
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indulgent and affectionate father. When he had 
adopted this better mood, a step was heard npon 
the ^staircase, and after a long and unequal de- 
scent^. Here ward, in his heavy armour, at length 
({OoUy arrived at the bottom of the steps. Be<^ 
hind ium, panting and tremblings partly with 
oold and partly with terror, came Pouban, the 
slave well skilled in medicine* 
, " Welcome, good Edward ! Welcome, Dou^ 
ban I" he said, ^^ whose medical skill is sufficiently 
able to counterbalance the weight of years which 
hang npon him." 

" Your Highness is gracious," said Douban — 
but what he would have farther said was cut off 
by a violent fit of coughing, the consequence of 
his age, of his feeble habit, of the damps of the 
dungeon,, and the rugged exercise of descending 
the long and di£Scult staircase. 
..^VThou art unaccustomed to visit thy patients 
in. so. rough an abode," said Alexius ; ^^ and, 
nevjertbeless, to the damps of these dreary re- 
gju^ states necessity , obliges us to confine many, 
who are iio less our beloved subjects in reality 
•than they are in titles" 

c2 
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The medical bmul continued his eough» pep* 
haps as an apology for not giving that answet of 
assent, with which his conscience did not easiiy 
piennit him to r^ly to an observBtiony whidi, 
tbongh stated by one who should know the &et^ 
seemed not to be in itself altogether likely* 

^^ Yeis my Douban/' said the Emperor^ * ia 
this strong case of steel and adamant hsve we 
found it necessary to enclose the redoubted Ursel, 
whose fione is spread througk the whole worlds 
l^ih for military skilly political wisdom, personal 
bravery, and other noble gifts, which we have 
been ob%ed to obscure for a time, in carder that 
ire might, at the fittest conjuncture, which is now 
Hrrived, restore them to the world in their fidl 
lustre* Feel his pube^ therefore, Pouban—-o(»i« 
rider him as one who hath suffered severe coih 
finement, with all its privations^ and ia about to 
be suddenly restored to the full enjoyment of 
life, and whatever renders life valuable/' 

^ I will do my best," sdd Douban; ^ but 
your Majesty must consider, that we work upon 
a frail and exhausted sul^ect, whose health seems 
already wellnigh gone, and may perhaps vamaL 
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in an instant — ^like this pale and trembling lights 
wliose precarious condition the life-breath of this 
unfortunate patient seems closely to resemble.^ 

<< Desire, therefore, good Douban, one of 
two of the mutes who serve in the interior, and 
who have repeatedly been thy assistants in such 
cases — or stay — Edward, thy motions will be 
more speedy; do thou go for the mutes — make 
them bring some kind of litter to transport the 
patient; and, Douban, do thou superintend the 
whole. Transport him instantly to a suitable 
apartment, only taking care that it be secret, and 
let him enjoy the comforts of the bath, and what* 
ever else may tend to restore his feeble anima-' 
tion — keeping in mind, that he musl, if possi- 
ble, appear to*morrow in the field.** 

^ That will be hard," md Douban, << after 
having been, it would appear, subjected to sudi 
fiffe and such usage as his fluctuating pu]s« 
intimates but too.plainly/^ 

« 'Twas a mistake of the dungeon-keeper, the 
{nhuman villain, who should not go widiottt hia 
reward," contbued the Emperor, « had not Hea- 
ven already bestowed it by the strange mieans of a 
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sylvan man, or nadre of the woods, wlio yester- 
day put to death the jailer .who meditated the 
death of his prisoner — YeSy my dear Douban^ 
a private sentinel of our guards called the Im- 
mortal, had wellnigh annihilated this flower of 
our trust, whom for a time we were compelled 
to immure in secret. Then, indeed, a rude ham- 
mer had dashed to pieces an unparalleled bril- 
liant, but the &tes have arrested such a misfor- 
tune/* 

The assistance having arrived, the physician, 
who seemed more accustomed to act than to 
speak, directed a bath to be prepared with me- 
dicated herbs, and gave it as his opinion^ that 
the patient should not be disturbed till to-mor-* 
row's sun was %igh in the heavens* Ursd ae* 
eordingly was assisted to the bath, which was 
employed according to the directions of ih^ 
physician; but without affording any material 
symptoms of recovery. From thence, he w^g 
itransferred to a cheerful bedchamber^ opening' by 
an. ample window to o;;e of the terraces q^ die 
palace, which commanded lui extensive prospect* 
Xhese operadons were performed upon a framu^ 
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80 extremely stupified by previous suffering, so 
dead to the usual sensations 'of existence) that it 
was not till the sensibility should be gradually 
restored, by friction of the stiffened limbs, and 
other means, that the leech hoped the mists of 
the intellect should at length begin to dear 
^way. 

Douban readily undertook to obey the com- 
mands of the Emperor, and remain by the bed 
of the patient until the dawn of morning, ready 
to support nature as far as the skill of leechcraft 
admitted. 

From the mutes, much more accustomed to 
be the executioners of the Emperor's displeasure 
than of his humanity, Douban selected one man 
of milder mood, and, by Alexius's order, made 
him understand, that the task in which he was 
engaged was to be kept most strictly secret, 
while the liardeiied slave was astonished to find 
that the attentions paid to the sick were to bo 
rendered with yet more mystery than the bloody 
etEices of death and torture. 

The passive patient received the various act^ 
of attention which were rendered to him in 
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fdlence ; and if not totally without conscioiisness, 
at least without a distinct comprehension of their 
object After the soothing operation of the bath, 
and the yoluptnons exchange of ihe rude and 
musty pile of straw, on which he had stretched 
liimself for years, for a couch of the- softest doWiiy 
Ursel was presented with a sedative drauglify 
slightly tinctured with an ^^iate.*^ The balmy 
restorer of nature came thus inyoked, and Ae 
captive sunk into a delicious slumber long un- 
known to him, and which seemed to occupy 
equally his mental fSEunilties and his bodfly firame^ 
while die features were released from their rigid 
tenor, anil the posture of the limbs, no longer 
disturbed by fits of cramp, and sudden and agcH 
nising twists and duroes, seemed dianged for a 
placid state of die most perfect ease and tran- 
quillity. 

The mom was already colouring the horizon, 
and llie freshness of the breeze of dawn had kiri« 
nuated itself into the lofty halls of die palace of 
the Blaequemal, when a gende tap at die door 
of the chamber awaked Douban, who, undis- 

• * 

tarbed from die calm state of his patient^ had 
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iadolgedi himself widi a Imef repoee* Tlie door 
opened, and a figure appeared^ disgiiised in Ae 
x^eft worn by an officer of the palace, and con- 
cealing benej^h an artificial beard of great size, 
and of a white colour, tiie featores of the Em« 
pefor himself. ^ Bbnban," said Akzius, << how 
fiures it with thy patient whose safety is this dmy 
of such consequence to the Grecian state ?^ 

<< WeU, my lord,** replied ike physieran, 
^ excellently well ; and if he is not now dis- 
turbed, I will wi^er whatever skill I possess, 
that nature, assisted by the art ot the physician, 
will triumph over the damps and the unwhole- 
some idr of the impure dungeon* Only be pru- 
denl^ my Icnrd, and let not an untimely Imste 
briai^ this Ursel forward into die contest ere he 
has arranged die distorbed current of his ideas, 
and recovered, in some degree, the spring of hia 
BUttd, and ti^ powers of his body." 

*^ I win rule my impatience,* said the Iknpe* 
ror, ^or rather, Dodben, I will be ruled by thee. 
^ 'Jliii^esi thou he is awake ?** 

^< I am inclined to think so,** said the leech, 
<^ but he opens not his eyes^ and seems to me as 
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if he absolutely reabted the natuial iixfHilde to 

rouse himself and look around him." 

* ^* Speak to him/' said the £a^>effor» << aadJi^ 

us know what is passing in his miad*" 

. <<Itisat8omensk9''repliedtbephyaieiaD9f<but 

you riiall be obeyed* — Ursel,'* he said^ api^oaeb- 

ing the bed of his blind patient, and tben^ in,a 

louder tone, he repeated again, ^^ Ursel ! Ursel V 

<( Peaee — Hush 1" muttered the patient; <^dis- 
torb not the blest in their ecstasy — ^acMr again 
recall the most miserable of mortals to finisl^ the 
draught of bitterness which his £Eite had cpin- 
pelled him to commence." 

« Agaiuy again," said the Emperinr, aside to 
Douban, ^* try him yet again; it is of import- 
ance f<Mr me to know in what degree he possess^ 
his senses, or in what measure they haye disap- 
peared from him." 

^^ I would not, hower^," said the physiciap, 
^} be the rash and guilty persoAi who^ Jt)Qr W.iU- 
timed urgency, should produce- a. total ali^mti^ 
ot mind, and j^unge hjin hwsk feitber iii|^.4|bip- 
lute lunacy, or produce a stupor, in whidii he 
^B^ht remain for a long peti^" 
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^^ Surely not,'' replied the Emperor ; <^ my 
commands are those of one Christian to another, 
nor do I wish them &rther obeyed than as they 
are consistent with the laws of God and man." 

He paused for a moment after this dedaxa- 
tion, and yet but few minutes had elapsed ere he 
again urged the leech to pursue the interroga- 
tion of his patient ^^ If you hold me not com- 
petent,'' said Douban, somewhat vain of the trust 
necessarily reposed in him, « to judge of the 
treatm^ntofiny patient, your Imperial Highness 
must take tiie risk and the trouble upon your* 
self." 

'< Marry, I shall," said the Emperor, << for 
the sonples of leeches are not to be indulged, 
when the fate of kingdoms and the lives of mo- 
narchs are placed against them in the scales.—- 
Rouse thee, my noble Ursel ! hear a voice, with 
which, thy ears were once well acquainted, wel- 
come thee back to glory and command ! Look 
around thee, and see how the world smiles to 
welcome thee back from imprisonment to em- 
pire !" 

<< Cunning fiend !" said Ursel, <^ who uaest 



66 COUNT BOBEBT OF P4RIS. 

the most wily baits in order to augment 'Hie 
i^isery of die wretclied ! Know, tempter, that I 
am conscioiis of the whole trick of the soothing 
images of last night, — ^thy bathis— thy bedS'-'^aid 
thy bowers of bliss — ^Bnt sooner shalt &oa be able 
tp bring a smile upon the cheek of St Anthony 
the Eremite, llian induce me to curl mine after 
the fashion of earthly vokiptuaries*'' 

'^ Try it, foolish man," insisted the Emperor, 
^ and trust to the evidence of thy senses for tiie 
reality of the pleasures by which liiou art now 
surrounded; or, if thou art obstinate in iky lack 
of faith, tarry as thou art for a single moment,' 
and I will bring with me a being so unparalleled 
in her loveliness, that a single glance of her 
were wwth the restoration of thine eyes, were 
it duly to look upon her for a moment." So say** 
ing he left the apartment. 

" Traitor," said Ursel, " and deceiver of old, 
faring no one hither I and strive not, by shadowy^ 
and ideal forms of beauty, to increase the delur 
sion that gilds my prison-house for a moment, 
in order, doubtless, to destroy totally the spark 
cf reason, and then exchange this earthly hell 
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t» a dungeon in the infernal regions them* 
fdresP 

^ Hii mind is some^diat shattered," mnsed 
tlie i^iysieian, <* wfaich is often time consequence 
of a long solitary eonfinonent. I manrel mac V' 
mm kis farther thougkty ^ if the Emperor can 
sliape ou^ any rational senriee vAicit tUs man 
cui render him, after being so long immured in 
so Wrible a diuigeon.-*-Thoa thinkest, then," 
continued he, addresdng Ae patiwit, ^^ that the 
seeming release of last night, with its bal^ and 
reflpesbmentS) was only a delnsivo dream, with* 
ont any reality ?* 

« Ay — ^what else 1^ answered Uisel. 

*' And that the arousing thysetf, as we desire 
thee to do, would be but a resigning to a vain 
temptation, in*order to wdce to more unhappi- 
ness than formerly?* 

"■Even so," returned the patient 

« What, then, are thy thoughts of tlie Empe^ 
ror, by whose command thou sufferest so severe 
a restraint ?* 

Perhaps Bouban wished he had forborne tliis 
question, for, in the very mcmient when he put 
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it, the door of the diamber opeaed, and liie Em- 
peror entered, with his daughter hanging upon 
his arm, dressed with sin^didtjr, yet with beeo* 
ming splendour. £3ie had found time, it seems, 
to change her dress fmr a white robe, whieh 
resembled a kind of moumii^, the diief orna- 
ment of which was a diamond chajdet, of ines- 
timable Talue, which suirounded and bound the 
long sable tresses, that reached frmn her head to 
her waist. Tenified almost to death, she had 
been surprised by her fiUher in the company of 
her husband the Csesar, and her mother; and 
the same thundering mandate had at <mce or* 
dered Briennius, in the character of a more than 
suspected traitor, under the custody of a strong 
guard of Varangians, and commanded her to 
attend her &ther to the bedchamber of Ursel, in 
which she now stood ; resolved, however, that she 
would stick by the sinking fortunes of her hus- 
band, even in the last extremity, yet no less de- 
termined that she would not rely upon her own 
entreaties or remonstran<^ until she should see 
whether her father's interference was likely to 
reassume a resolved and positive character. Has- 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 69 

tily as the plans of Alexins had been formed^ 
and hastily as diey had been disconcerted by 
acdldentj there remained no sBgfat chance that 
he. might be forced to come roimd ti5 the purpose 
on which his wife and daughter had fixed iheir 
heart, the forgireness, namely, of the guilty 
Nioephcnrus Briennius. To his astonishment, 
and not perhaps greatly to his satis&ction, he 
heard the patient deeply engaged with the phy- 
sician in canvassing his own character. 

<^ Think not,'' said Ursel in reply to him, 
^< ibaA though I am iiooonured in Una dungeon, 
and treated' as sometiiing worse than an outcast 
of humanity — ^and although I am, moreoyer, de* 
prived of my eyenght, the dearest gift of Hea- 
ven — ^think not, I say, though I suffer all this 
by the cruel wiM of Alexius Gomnenus, that 
therefore I hold him to be mine enemy ; on the 
contoary, it is by Us means that the blinded and 
miserable prisoner has been taught to seek a 
liberty far more uncoiistrained than this poor 
ear& can afford, and a vision far more clear than 
any Mount Hsgah on this wretched side of the 
grave can give us : Shall I therefore accotmt the 
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Emperor among mine onemiet? He wlio lias 
taught me the "mnity of eartUy tUngs — die iuh 
thingness ot earthly enjoyments— -and die piupe 
hope of a befter wcnrld, as a eertain exchange £w 
the misery of tiie present ? No !" 

The Emperor had stood somewhat diseo&* 
cefted at the b^;inning of this speech, but hear* 
ing it so very unexpectedly terminate^ as he was 
willing to suppose, much in his own faTOur, he 
threw himself into an attitude wbiA was perdy 
that of a modest person liBtenii^ [to his own 
praises, and pardy doit of a man highly strode 
widi. die ocnnmendations heaped iqpou him by s 
generous adreisary* 

<< My friend,'' he said aloud, ^ how truly do 
jrou read my purpose, when you suppose dmt 
the knowledge whidi men of your dispoeadon 
can extract from eril, was all die expeivenioe 
which I wished you to derire from a captivity 
potracted by adverse circninstance% £tf , very 
&r, beyond my wishes ! Let me embrace die 
generom man who knows so well how to con- 
strue die purpose of aperplexed, but still fiddifiii 
friend." 
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Hie patient raised lumself in his bed. 

^^ Hold, there !" he said, << methiDlu my fiicul* 
lies begin to collect themselyes. Yes," he mut- 
.teredy ^^ that is the treacherous vAce which first 
bid me welcome as a fxiend, and then command* 
ed.fiercely that. I should be deprived of the sight 
,of my eyes ! — Increase thy rigour if thou wil^ 
.Comnenus*— add) if thou canst^ to the torture of 
my confinement— but since I cannot see thy 
hypo^tical and inhuman features, spare me^ in 
mercy, the sound of a yodoe, more distresring to 
mine ear than toads, than 8erpents,^-than what*> 
fiTer nature has most oiEmfiLTe and. disgusting !** 

This speedi was deliirered with so much 
&Q£igyf Ihat it was in vain that the Emperw 
strove to interrupt its tenor ; although he himp 
sel^ as well as Douban and his daughter, heard 
a great deal more of the laogm^e of uaaBbdomad 
aa4 natural passicm than he had coimted upon. 

*^ Raise thy head, rash man," he said, ^* and 
aharm thy tongue, ere it proceed in a strain 
whidi may cost thee dear. X<ook at me, and 
ne^ if I have not lesocved a reward capable of 
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atoning for all the eviliHiich thy fdiymay diarge 
to my aeoomiti'' 

Hitherto the prisoner had remained widk his 
eyes obstinately shot, regarding the imperfect 
recollection he had of sights which had been 
before his eyes the foregoing evemng, as iite 
mere sn^estion of a deluded imagination, if not 
actually presented by some seducing spirit But 
noir» when his eyes fiiirly encountered the stately 
figure of the Emperor, and the graceful form of 
his lovely daughter, painted in the tender rays 
of the morning dawn, he ejaculated fidndy, ^ I 
see ! — I see !" — ^And with that ejaculaliaii fell 
back on the pillow in a swoon, vAdch instantly 
feond employment for Douban aoad his restiMa* 
tiyes* 

<< A most wond^ful cure indeed l** ezdaimed 
the physician ; << and the height of my wishes 
would be to possess such another mira^dous 
irestoratiTe/' 

<< Fool I" said the Emperor; << cans! thon 
not conceiye thai what hasoierer been ti^en 
away is restored with litde difficulty ? He iNs 
made," he said, lowering his voice, << to undergo 
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a painful operation, wliich led him to believe that 
the organs of sight were destroyed; and as light 
scarcely ever visited him, and when it did^ only 
in doubtful and almost invisible glimmerings^, 
the prevailing darkness, both physical and men«« 
tal, that surrounded him, prevented him fironv 
being sensible of the existence of that predooa 
&culty, of which he imagined himself bereflU 
Perhaps thou wilt ask my reason for inflicting 
upon him so strange a deception ? — Simply it 
was, that being by it conceiv^ incapable of 
reigning, his membry might pass out of the 
minds of the public, while, at the same time, I 
reserved his eyes%ht, that, in case occasion 
should call, it might be in my power once more 
to liberate him from his dungeon, and employ, 
as I now propose to do, his courage and talents 
in tlie service of the empire, to counterbalance 
ikoBe of other conspirators." 

^^ And can your imperial Highness,'* said 
Douban, «^ hope that you have acquired thi« 
loan's duty ai^ affection, by the conduct jo^ 
luEnre observed to him ?' 
- << I canaot tell," answered tlie Emperor; 

VOL. III. D 
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^ that mu9t be as futuritjr shall determine. All 
I know, is, that it is no fault of mine, if UrseL 
does not redcon freediun and a long oouise of 
tttpire^-^'perhaps sanctioned by ui alliance vitk 
osr o\m blood — and die ccmtinned enjoynoit e£ 
Ae precious organs^ of eyes%hl^ of vliich a loHT 
Hernpnlous man would hare d^iivedhln^agiMmstS 
m maimed and darkened existence.^' . ' 

^ Since sHch ]» your BBghness's epbaiotk and 
fesolutioR,'' said Douban, ^ it is fw me to aid^ 
SaUd not t« eounteraet it. Pennk me, tlmrefiMP^ 
io pray yomr Highness and die Princess to with' 
irvWj that I may ase such remedies as may cai» 
fun a nrind whiek haabeen so stangdy dndcen^ 
ted restore to him fully the nse of those eyes^ 
4df which he has been so long depriyed*" 
' *^ I am content, Donfaan," said the Emperor; 
^ bvt take notice, Ursel is not totally at liberty 
until he has expressed die resdbdtioo to beeeait 
tetnally mine. It may behe^e bioth fanii and 
^fitee to know, thai although there is no parpeee 
isf xemieting hm to Aodnngeons of die MsaqtrnP' 
nal palace, yet if he, or any on bis part, sboiAl 
kiffStH to head a party is diese feyerUi times^— 
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by the honour of a gentleman, to swear a Frank- 
ish oath, he shall find that he is not out of the 
reach of the battle-axes of my Varangians. I 
trust to thee to communicate tliis £Eu;t, which 
concerns alike him and all who have interest in 
his fortunes,— Come, daughter, we will with- 
draw, and leave the leech with his patient. — 
Take notice, Douban, it is of importance that 
you acquaint me the very first moment when 
tlie patient can hold rational communication 
with Me.'' 

' Aleiius and his accoBoplished daiig]it«r 4ep«rt* 
«d ac^fHpdtfigly. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Sweet aie tlie uses of adversity, 

Wbich, like the toed, ugly and venooions, 

Bears yet a precious jewel in its head. 

As You Like It. 



From a tenraced roof of the Blacqaernal pa<- 
iace^ accessible by a sash-door^ wbich opeaed 
from the bedchamber of Ursel, there was com* 
manded one of the most lovely and striking vievii 
which die romantic neighbourhood of ConstaUf* 
tinople affiwded. 

After sufTering him to repose and rest his 
agitated faculties, it was to this place diat tiba 
physician led his patient; for when somewhat 
composed, he had of himself requested to bo 
permitted to verify the truth of his restored eyef* 
sight, by looking oiut once more "apon the mfjeH*^ 
lie face of nature* 

On the one hand, the scene which he beheld 
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was a masterpiece of human art The proud city, 
ornamented with stately buildings, as became 
the capital of the world, showed a succession of 
glittering spires and orders of architecture, some 
of them chaste and simple, like those the capitals 
of which were borrowed from baskets*full of 
acanthus i some deriving the fluting of their shafts 
from the props made originally to support the 
lances of the earlier Greeks : forms simple, yet 
more graceful in their simplicity, than any which 
human ingenuity has been able since to invent* 
With the most splendid specimens which ancient 
art could afford of those strictly classical models 
were associated those of a later age, where more 
modem taste had endeavoured at improvement^ 
and, by mixing the various orders, had produced 
such as were either composite, or totally out of 
rule. The size of the buildings in which they 
were displayed, however, procured them respect; 
lior could even the most perfect judge of archi- 
tecture avoid being struck by the grandeur of 
their extent and effect, although hurt by the in* 
correctness of die taste in which they were 
exeeuted* Arches of triumph, towers, obelisks. 
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and spires, designed ler noioos pnlpase^ nme vf 
into die Mar in ooiiliised«iag»ificeBee.; wliile lim 
lawe^ rww was filled by the streets of die eky^ 
die domestic hahitarimis ionmng long narrow 

alleys, on eiUier side of whidi die koQses arose t9 
yariooB amd unequd LeiglitB, bat, bra^genesally 
£nifliied widi terraced coverings, duckset ndtk 
plants and flowers, and fountains, bad, \Ai&k 
seen from an eminence, a more noble and inie* 
resting ai^ect than is ever afforded by theslopio|f 
and mnfinrm roofs of streets in the capitals of dbtf 
pordi of Europe. 

It has talLen us some time to give, in werds^ 
die idea which was at a single glance conveyed 
to Uisel, and affected him at first widi great 
paln^ His eyeballs had been loi^ strangers to 
that daily exercise, which teaches us the habltof 
correcting the scenes as they iqipeiir to ours jg^ 
by the knowledge which we derive bom die use 
4)f our odier senses. His idea of distance was so 
confused, diat it seined as if all due epires, turrets 
and minarets which he beheld, were crowded&r^ 
ward upon his eyeballs, and almost touchingdusm; 
With a shriek of horror, Uisel turned himsdf ato 
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tiie fiirtbar side, and oast Tm eyes upon a differeat 
scene. Here also lie saw towera, st€eple% ao4 
tnrets, but tliej were ttos^ of the^c^mvclies and 
pabUc buildings beneath bis feet, reflected from 
the dazzling piece of water which formed th^ 
hatbonr of Constantmople, and wliich, from th^ 
abundance of wealth which it transported to tha 
eity, was well termed the Golden Horn. In on« 
fdace, this superb basin was lined with quay% 
where stately dromonds and at goi»es unloaded 
their wealth, while, by the akote of the Jbaven« 
galleys, felaccas, and other small craft, idly flap- 
ped the singularly shaped and snow-* white piniont 
«which Aerved tibem for sails. In other places, the 
Golden Horn lay shrouded in a verdant mantl# 
^ trees, where th^e private gardens of wealthy 
or distinguished individuak, or places of public 
?«creation, shot down upon and were bounded 
by the glassy waters. 

On the Bosphorus, which inight be seen in the 
<di0taoce, the little fleet of Tancredwas lying in 
<die same station they had gained during the 
night, which was fitted to command the opposite 
landing: this their general had preferred to a 
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midniglit descent upon Constantinople, not know* 
ing wliether, so coming, they might be received 
as friends or enemies. This delay, however, had 
l^ven the Greeks an opportunity, either by the 
orders of Alexius, or the equally powerful man- 
dates of some of the conspirators, to tow six ships 
of war, full of armed men, and provided with the 
maritime offensive weapons peculiar to the Greeks 
at that period, which they had moored so as ex* 
actly to cover the place where the troops of Tan- 
cred must necessarily land. 

This preparation gave some surprise to the 
valiant Tancred, who did not know that such 
vessels had arrived in the harbour from Lenmos 
on the preceding night. The undaunted courage 
of that prince was, however, in no respect to 
be shaken by the degree of unexpected danger 
with which his adventure now appeared to be 
attended. . 

This splendid view, from the description of 
which we have in some degree digressed, was 
seen by the physician and Ursel from a terrace, 
the loftiest almost on the palace of the Blacquer- 
jpaL To the cityward, it was bounded by a solid 
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>vall, of considerable heiglity giving^ a resting* 
place for the roof of a lower building, whicliy 
sloping outward, broke to the view the vast 
height, unobscured otherwise save by a high and 
massy balustrade, composed of bronze, which, to 
the havenward, sunk sbeer down upon an unin* 
terrupted precipice. 

No sooner, therefore, had Ursel turned his 
«yes that way, than, though placed far iGrom the 
brink of the terrace, he exclaimed, with a shriek, 
^^ Save me — save me I if you are {lot indeed the 
destined executors of the Emperoi's will/' 

" We are indeed such," said Bouban, " to 
save, ^d if possible to bring you to complete 
recovery; but by no means to do you injury, or 
to suffer it to be offered by others." 

<< Guard me then from myself," said Ursel, 
*^ and save me from the reeling and insane desire 
which I feel to plunge myself into the abyss, tO 
the edge of which you have guided me." 

** Such a giddy and dangerous temptation is," 
said the physician, *^ common to those who have 
not for a long time looked down from precipitous 
•height&fi and are suddenly brought to thf m ; Na« 

d2 
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4iur^ how&ret boimteoiii^ liafh not prodded far 
ihe oessaticm of oiur fiicolties for yean^ and £ar 
thnr sadden resumption in full strength and 
T^our. An interval, longer or shorter, mnifit 
aieeds intervene. Can you not believe this "tep- 
.xace a safe station while ymi have my sc^poaet 
and that of this faithful slave ?^ 

^^ Certainly," jsaid TIrsel ; ^ bnt^iermit jne to 
tnm my fiiee towards this stone-wall, for I«att- 
not hear to look at die flimsy piece of nr^ 
which h the only batdement of defienoe £tati 
interposes betwixt me avd the precipice.'' .Hie 
ssp^e of the bronze balostrade, six feet Ingh, 
4md massive in proportion* Thns saying, and 
holding &st by the physician'itaTm, Ursel^liunf^ 
himself a y otmger and more able man, trendaled^ 
^d moved his feet as slowly as if made of lead, 
until he re^hed the sashed-door, i^ere dier^ 
was placed a hind of balcony-seat, in wliidli hie 
placed himself. — " Here," he said, ^' wiH I lese* 
main.'* 

'^ And here," said Douhan, '^ will I make flie. 
jcommunicatum of the Emperor, whidi it » ute?^ 
49essary you should be prepared to seply to. It 
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places you, you irill observe, at your own clispo» 
8al for liberty or captiyity;» but it conditions for 
your roslgning that sweet but sinful xbobniI 
termed revenge, which, I must not conceal from 
you, diance appears willing to put into your 
hand. You know the degree of rivalry in whick 
you have been keld by the Emperor, and yov 
Imo^ ijie measure of evil you have sustained at 
bis hand. The question is, CSan you fbrgiv0 
wbat Ins taken plaos T* 

^ Let me wrap my head round with my man* 
tie,'' said Ursel, ** to dkpel this dizziness whicli 
stin oppresses my poor brain, and as soon as the 
power of recollection is granted to me, you shall 
know my sentiments." 

He sunk upon die sea"^ muffled in die wagt 
which be described, and after a few minutest 
reflection, with a trepidation wbicb argued the 
patient still to be under the nervous feeling oC 
extreme horror mixed with terror, be addressed 
Douban thus : ^^ The operation of wr6ng and 
eruelty, in the moment when they are first in* 
flicted, exdites, of course, the utmost resentment: 
fif the sufferer; nor is there, perhaps, a passion 



84 COUNT BOBEET OF PABISt 

whieKiiyes so la«g in bis bosom as^ tbe iiatoral 
desire of reveoge. If, tben, during tbe first montib^ 
iHien I lay stretcbed upon my bed of want and 
misery, you bad offered me an opportunity of 
revenge upon my cruel oi^ressor, tbe remiiaal 
of mis^able life n^cb remained to me sbould 
bavebeoA willingly bestowed to purcbase it* 
But a suffering of weeks, or even m<nitbs, must 
not be compared in effect witb tbat of years. 
For a sbort space of endurance, tbe body, aa 
well as tbe mind, retains tbat vigorous babit 
wbicb bolds tbe prisoner still connected witb 
life, and teacbes bim to tbrill at tbe kng-for*. 
. gotten cbain of bopes, of wisbes, of disapp<M&t« 
ments, and mortifications, wbicb affected bis.for« 
iB(ier existence. But tbe wounds become callous 
-as tbey barden, and otber and better feelings oo* 
cupy tbeir place, wbile tbey gradually die away 
in fprgetfulness. Tbe enjoyments, tbe amuse» 
ments of ibis world, occupy no part of bia time 
upon wbom tbe gates of despair bave once 
dosed. I tell tbee, my kind pbysiciaUf tbat for 
a season, in an insane attempt to effect my. liber- 
iy, I cut tbxpugb a large portion of tbe living 
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l*ock« But Heaven cured me oT so. foolish an 
idea; and if I did not actually come to love 
Alexius Comnenus— for how could tluit have 
been a possible effect in any rational state of my^ 
intellects ? — ^yet, as I became convinced of my 
own crimes, sins, and follies, the more and more 
I was also persuaded that Alexius was but the 
agent through whom Heaven exercised a dearly* 
purchased right of punishing me for my manifold 
offences and transgressions ; and that it was not 
therefore upon the Emperor that my resentment 
ought to visit itself. And, I can now say to thee, 
that, so far as a man who has undergone so 
dreadful a change can be supposed to know his 
own mind, I feel no desire either to rival Alexius 
in a race for empire, or to avail myself of any 
of die various proffers which he proposes to me 
as the price of withdrawing my claim. Let him 
keep unpurchased the crown, for which he has 
paid, in my opinion, a price which it is not 
worth.** 

** Hiis is extraordinary stoicism, noble Ur- 
sel," answered the physician Douban. " Ami I 
then to understand that you reject the fair offers 
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at AleziuB) aaQ3deare» instead of all wUdLiKe Ji 
wilEng— nay, aiudong to hesHaw — ^to he comialbr 
ted safely back to diy .old blindfid dungeim la 
ike Blacqnemal, that you nmy contmue at case 
tiliose pietktie medhatums wUdi have aheady 
epnducted tbee to so extrairagaiit a concbH 
sum?' 

<' Physician/' said Uisel, whfie a shnddmng 
fit that affected his whole body testified his ahnn 
at the alternative proposed — ^ one -wvold jm»* 
ginethine own profession might h a ve ta ug ^ thecy 
Ihat no mere mortal man, unless pnedeatined io 
be a glorified ssont, coold ever prsferdarkness to 
the light of day; Uindness itoelf to die enjoyment 
of the power of sight; the pangs of siandng to 
ipompetent sustenance, «r the damps of a dnsK 
geon to the free air of God's creation. Nol-nbt 
may be virtue to do so, but to such a pitdi 
mine does not soar. AU I require of the Enw 
peror for standing by him with all Ae power 
my name can give Kixi^ at this crisis is, that he 
wiQ provide for my reception as a monk in some 
iof those pleasant and wellnendowed saainaxias 
4^ piety/ to which his devotion, or his haxa, Imim 
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'gkYtn vse. ' Let me not Jbe agBin &€ objeet rf 
im sui^icion, the Dperatum of which k more 
fdreadfiil:than tkai rfl>eing the object of his hate. 
J'orgotten by fuiirer, as I lanre myielf lost the 
remembrance of ilLOse lihat -wklded it, let me 
jfinfl my ^ay to iiie gxari^, mmotieed, uncbn* 
•fitrained, at liberty, in po»BCsion of my dim and 
;dbusdd.oxgaBS<Qfsig]it, and, afaov^e all, at peace*'' 
^' If snch be thy serious and earnest wish, noble 
Uxsel,'' jaid the pfaysimn, ^^ I myself have no 
hesitation to wanant to' thee the'fiiU acoompfid^ 
^ment of ti]y.i»%iaiiB and modemte desires* But, 
jieildidL thee, thdn art once mere an inhabiteiit 
'of thie court, in which thou mayst obtain what 
rthon wilt' to-^y ; while to-morrow, shouldst Aon 
:3re£:i!et thy indijSerence,* it may be thy ntmoBt 

csIightBSt extension of thy^pn^enib condifions/' 

^^ fie it so,'' said Ursel ; ^ I will then stipulate 

£ar anotiiier condition, whidi indeed has only 

reference to flik day. I idPl^cdicit his Imperial 

.Majesty, with all hmnility, to spare nie the pain 

^of a personal treaty between himself and me, 

«and liiat li« will be satisfied with the solemn 
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surance that I am most willing to do in his fityouf 
all thai he is desirous of dictating; while, on the 
odiec handy I desire only die execution of those 
moderate conditions of my. future i^iment whi^h 
I have already told thee at length/' 

<^ But wherefore,'' said Douban, ^< §hould4 
jthou be a£nud.of announdng to the £mperor 
thy diqMwition to an agreement, which cannot 
be esteemed otherwise than extremely moderate 
.on thy part ? Indeed, I fear the Emperor will 
insist on a brief personal conference." 

^f I am not ashamed," said Ursel, ^* to oon* 
fess the truth. It is true, that I have, or think 
I have, renounced what the Scripture calls the 
pride of life; but the old Adam still lires within 
lis, and maintains against the better part of pVBr 
nature an inextinguishable quarrel, e^ to I* 
aroused from its slumber, but as difficult to be 
again couched in peace. While last night I but 
half understood that mine enemy was in noty pre- 
sence, and while my &culties,pieifoimed but.bfdf 
their duty in recalling his deceitful and hafed 
Accents, did not my heart throb. in my.bpsom 
4iitb ail the agitation of a taken bird, and shall 
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I again have to enter into a penonal treaty with 
the man who, be his general conduct what it 
may, has been the constant and nnprovoked cause 
of my unequalled misery ? Douban, no ! — ^to lis* 
ten to his voice again, were to hear an alarm 
sounded to every violent and vindictive passion (tf 
my heart ; and though, may Heaven so help me 
as my intentions towards him are upright, yet it 
is impossible for me to listen to his professions 
with a chance of safety either to him or to my* 
self" 

** J£ you be so minded," replied Douban, " I 
shall only repeat to him your stipulation, and 
you must swear to him* that you will, strictly 
observe it. Without this being done, it mutt 
be difficult, or perhaps impossible, to settle the 
league of which both are desirous." 

^< Amen !" said Ursel; '' and as I am pore 
in my purpose, and resolved to keep it to ' the 
uttermost, so may Heaven guard me from the 
influence of precipitate revenge, ancient grudge, 
or new quarrel 1" 

An authoritative knock at the door of the 
sleeping-chamber was now heard, and Ursel, re- 
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lieved, by more powerfiil feelings from tlie gid* 
£iMBS of which h^ had complained, waU^edfixialjr 

tato the bedroom^ and fieatmg himftelfy waited 

» 

with averted eyeB the entiamse of the person who 
demanded admittance, and who prored to be no 
4»ther than Alexius Comnenn& 

The Emperor appeared at the door in a wuv 
like dress, 8uited«&r the decoration of a prince 
iwho was to witness a combat in the lists fonjcht 
-out before him* 

** Sage Douban," he said, " has onr esteemed 
.prisoner, Ursel, made his choice between our 
.|»eace imd enmity ?' 

' << He hath, my lord,'' replied the phyBicn% 
^ embraced the lot of that happy portion of man* 
ddnd, whose hearts and lives are devoted to the 
service of your Majesty's government.'' 

^* He will then this day," continued At Em- 
'peror, <^ render me the o£Gice of putting down al 
those who may pretend to abet insurrection in 
Jiis name, and under pretext of his wrongs ?" 

^< He will, my lord," replied the phjnician^ 
^^ act to the fullest the part which you require." 

<< And in what way," said the Emperor, adoptr 
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ing Ilk most graciosB tone ciFToice^ *^ wooid ma 
faiiMul Unel desire that fierriceB like tkeseit rem^ 
dered in the hour of extreme need, should be 
aeknomiedged by the Emperor ?' 

'^^ Simply,*" answered Douban, ^< by Baying 
nothing upon the subject fie Idesires on^y that 
ctQ jealonaies between yoiiand him may be hence* 
forth jforgotteo, and that lie may be admitled 
into one of yonr Highness'S monastic institations» 
firxth leaFO to dedicate the rest of his life to the 
^weirdiip of Heayen and its saints/' 

^^ Hath he persuaded thee of tlns» Donban 7* 
•—said the Emperor, in a low and altered voiec^ 
f^ By Heaven ! when I consider from what pri-* 
son Jie was brought, and in what guise he inha* 
lited it, I cannot believe in this gall-iefis dispo^ 
"Sition. He imust at kast speak to me himself, 
£Te I can believe, in some degree, the transfotm* 
4^£km of the fiery TJrsd into a being so little 
capable of feelingthe ordinary impulses of mai>- 
•land*" 

<< Hear jne, Alexius Comaenus,'' sold iikt 
pnsoner^ ^ and so may &ine own prayers to 
Heaven find access and accqptatian, as thou be^ 
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lieveBt the words winch I speak to thee in simpli- 
city of heart. If thine empire of Greece were 
made of coined g^ld, it would hold ont no bait 
for my acceptance ; nor, I thank Heaven, have 
even the injuries I have experienced at thy hand, 
cruel and extensive as they have been, impressed 
upon me the slightest desire of requiting treaeh* 
ery with treacheifr. Think of me as thon wil^ so 
thou seek'st not again to exchange words with 
me; and believe me, that when diou hast put me 
under the most rigid of thy ecclesiastical foun- 
dations, the disdpliue, the fiure, and the vigils^ 
will be far superior to the existence fidling to the 
share of those whom die King delights to honour, 
and who therefore must afford the King their 
society whenever they are summoned to do so.** 

<* It is hardly for me,'' said die physidan, '^ to 
interpose in so high a matter; yet, as trusted 
both by the noble Ursel, and by his highness ike 
Emperor, I have made a brief abstract of these 
short conditions to be kept by the high parties 
towards each other, sub crimineJahiJ* 

The Emperor protracted the intercourse with 
Ursel, untU he more fully explained to him the 
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occasion which he should have that very day for 
his services. When they parted, AlexiuSi with 
a great show of affection, embraced his late pri- 
soner, while it required all the self-command 
and stoicism of Ursel to avoid expressing in 
plain terms the extent to which he abhorred the 
person who thus caressed him. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Sham'st thou to bIiow iky dangerous brow by night. 

When erils are most free ? O, tben, by day, 

Where wilt thou find a caTem dark enougb 

To mask thy monstrous visage ? Seek none» Conspiracy ; 

Hide it in smiles and aflUnlity : 

For if tbou path, thy native semblance on. 

Not Erebus itself were dim enough 

To hide thee fimi prevention. 

Jiditu Casar, 



The important morning at last arrived, on 
wliichy by the Imperial proclamation^ the com- 
bat between the Csesar and Robert Connt of 
Paris was appointed to take place. This was a 
drcmnstance in a great measure foreign to the 
Grecian manners, and to which, dierefore, the 
people annexed different ideas ^em those wMdi 
were associated with the same solemn decisiim 
of God, as the Latins called it, by the Western 
nations. The consequence was a vague, but 
excessive agitation among the people, who con- 
nected the extraordinary strife which they were 



to witaess, mih. the various causes nrhich hut 
been whispered abroad, as likely to p.Ye occa^ 
sion to some general insurrection of a great and 
terrible nature^ 

By the Imperial order, regular lists had beat 
j^epared for the combat, with opposite gates, 
or entrances, as was nsual, for the admittaner 
of the two champions; and it was understood 
that the appeal was to be made to the Dtvinity 
by each, according to the forms prescribed by 
die diurch of which the condmtants were respect* 
imely members* The situation of these lists was 
en the side of the shore adjoining on the west te 
41m continent At no great distance, th^ walls of 
the city were seen, of various architecture oooH 
posed ef lime and of stone, and furnished with 
no less than four-and-twenty gate% or post6si% 
five of which r^iffded llie land, and ainete^ 
lOie water. AU iisia^ioitmtd a beauttfol pnsqpeet^ 
aiiieh of wUdi is still visible. The town itsdtf 
ji about nineteen miles in circiuBfemice ; and at 
il is cm all sides turr^ttiided with lofty cyprcnes^^ 
its geiHprftl appeanmee is dial of a mtf arising 
tpfl of a stately weoA of diese. spagiiificnt ttaeni 
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partly shrouding the pinnacles, obelisks, and 
minarets, which then marked the site of many 
noble Christian temples; but now, generally 
speaking, intimate the position of as many Ma- 
homedan mosques. 

These lists, for the convenience of spectators, 
were surrounded on all sides by long rows of 
seats, sloping downwards. In the middle of these 
seats, and exactly opposite the centre of the lists, 
was a high ihrone, erected for the Emperor him- 
self ; and which was separated from the more 
vulgar galleries by a circuit of wooden barricades, 
which: an experienced eye could perceive, mighty 
in case of need, be made serviceable for purposes 
of defence* ^ 

The lists were sixty yards in length, by per- 
hafs about forty in breadth, and these afforded 
ample space for the exercise of the combat, both 
on horseback and on foot Numerous bands of the 
Greek citizens began, with the very break of day^ 
to issue from the ga[tes and posterns of tilie city, 
to examine and wmider at the conitruetioi^ ci 
the lists, pass their mticinns upon the purposes 
p{ the peculiar parts of the fabric, ajid occupy 
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places, to secure them for the spectacle. Shortly 
after arrived a large band of those soldiers who 
were called the Roman Inmiortals. These en-> 
tered without ceremony, and placed themselves 
on either hand of the wooden barricade which 
fenced the Emperor's seat. Some of them took 
even a greater liberty; for, affecting to be pressed 
against the boundary, there were indiyiduak who 
approached the partition itself, and seemed to 
meditate climbing over it, and placing themselve&r 
on the same side with the Emperor. Some old 
domestic slaves of the household now showed 
themselves, as if for the purpose of preserving 
this sacred circle for Alexius and his court ; 
and, in proportion as the Immortals began to 
show themselves encroaching and turbulent, the 
strength of the defenders of the prohibited pre* 
cincts seemed gradually to increase. 

There was, though scarcely to be observed, 
besides the grand access to the Imperial s^at from 
without, another opening also from the outside, 
secured by a very strong door, by which different 
persons received admission beneath the seats 
destined for the Imperial party. These per- 

VOL. III. E 
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son8» by their length of limb, breadth of shoul- 
dersi by the fur of their cloaks, and especially 
by the redoubted battle-axes which all of them 
bore) appeared to be Varangians ;,but» although 
neither dressed in their usual habit of pomp^ or 
in their more effectual garb of war, still, when 
narrowly examined, they might be seen to pos- 
sess their usual offensive weapons* These men, 
entering in separate and straggling parties, might 
be observed to join the slaves of the interior of 
the palace in opposing the intrusion of the Im-* 
mortals upon the seat of the Emperor and the 
benches around. Two or three Immortals, who 
had actually made good their frolic, and climbed 
over the division, were flung back again^ very 
uaeeremoniously, by the barbaric strength and 
sinewy arms of the Varangians. 

The people around, and in the adjacent galle-^ 
riesi most of whom had the air of citizens in 
their bolyday dresses, commented a good deal on 
these proceedings, and were inclined strongly to 
make part with the Immortals. ^^ It was a shame 
to the Empetor,'' they said, " to encourage these 
Bntish barbarians to interpose themselves by 
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noleoce between Us person and the Immortal 
cohorts of the cUy, who were in some sort his own 
children.*' 

Stephanos, the gymnastic^ whose bulky 
strength and stature rendered him conspicnoua 
amid this party, said, without hesitation, ^^ If 
there are two people here who will join in say- 
ing that the Immortals are unjustly deprived of 
their right of guarding the Emperor's person, 
here is the hand that shall place them beside the 
Imperial chair." 

^^ Not so,'' quoth a centurion of the Immor- 
tals, whom we have already introduced to our 
readers by the name of Harpax; ^^ Not so, Ste- 
phanos ; that happy time may arrive, but it is 
not yet come, my gem of the circus. Thou know- 
est that on this occasion it is one of these CountSt 
or western Franks, who undertakes the combat; 
and the Varangians, who call these people their 
enemies, have some reason to claim a precedency 
in guarding the lists, which it might not at thi^ 
moment be convenient to dispute with them* 
Why, man, if thou wert half so witty as thou 
art long, thou wouldst be sensible th^ it were 
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bad woodmanahip to raise the lioUo upon the 
game, ere it had been driven within compass of 
the nets." 

While the athlete rolled his huge grey eyes 
as if to conjure out the sense of this intimation, 
his little fiiend Lysimachns, the artist, putdng* 
himself to pain to stand npon his tiptoe, and 
look intelligent, said, approaching as near as 
he could to Harpaifs ear, '* Hion mayst trust 
me, gaUant centurion, that this man of mould 
and muscle shall neither start like a babbling 
hound on a fidse scent, nor become mute and inert 
when the general signal is given. But tell me," 
said he, speaking very low, and for that purpose 
mounting a bench, which brought him on a level 
with the centurion's ear, *< would it not have 
been better that a strong guard of the valiant 
Immortals had been placed in this wooden cita- 
del, to ensure the object of the day ?' 

" Without question,'* said the centurion, " it 
Was so meant; but these strolling Varangians 
have altered their station of their own authority/' 

" Were it not well," said Lysimachus, ** that 
you, who are greatly more numerous than the 




** 
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barbarians^ should begin a fray before more of 
these strangers arrive ?* 

'< Content ye, friend/' said the centurion^ 
coldly, ^< we know our time. An attack com- 
menced too early would be worse than thrown 
away, nor would an opportunity occur of execu- 
ting our project in the fitting time, if an alarm 
were prematurely given at this moment/' 

So saying, he shuffled off among his fellow 
soldiers, so as to avoid suspicious intercourse 
with such persons as were only concerned with 
the civic portion of the conspirators* 

As the morning advanced, and the sun took a 
higher station in the horizon, the various persons 
whom curiosity, or some more decided motive, 
brought to see the proposed combat, were seen 
streaming from different parts of the town, and 
rushing to occupy such accommodation as the 
drcuit round the lists afforded them. In their 
road to the place where preparation for combat 
was made, they had to ascend a sort of cape, 
which, in the form of a small hill, projected 
into the Hellespont, and the but of which, con- 
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necting it with the shore, afforded a consider* 
able ascent, and of course a more command^ 
big view of the strait between Europe and 
Asia, than either die immediate vicinity of the 
<eity, or the stHl lower ground upon whidi die 
lists were erected. In passing this hdght, die 
earlier vintants c^ die lists made litde or no 
halt ; but after a time, when it became obvious 
that those who had hurried forward to die place 
of combat were lingering there without any 
object or occupation, they that followed diem 
in the same route, widi natural curiosity, paid 
a tribute to the landscape, bestowing some atten- 
tion on its beauty, and paused to see what augu- 
ries could be collected from the water, whidi 
were likely to have any concern in indicating 
the fate of the events that were to take place. 
Some straggling seamen were the first who 
remarked diat a squadron of the Greek small 
craft (being that of Tancred) were in the act of 
makiug dieir way from Asia, and threatening die 
descent upon Constantinople. 

** ft is strange,'* said a person, by rank die 
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captain of a galley, «^ that these small vessels, 
which were ordered to return to Constantinople 
as soon as they disembarked the Latins, should 
have remained so long at Scutari, and should 
not be rowing-^ back to the imperial city until 
this time, on the second day after their departure 
from thence/' 

^^ I pray to Heaven,'' said another of the same 
profession, '^that these seamen may come alone. 
It seems to me as if their ensign-staffis, bow- 
sprits, and topmasts, were decorated with the 
same ensigns, or nearly the same, with those 
which the Latins displayed upon them, when, 
by the Emperor's order, they were transported 
towards Palestine ; so methinks the voyage back 
again resembles that of a fleet of merchant ves- 
sels, who have been prevented from discharging 
iheir cargo at the place of their destination.'' 

" There is little good," said one of Ae poM^ 
ticians whom we formerly noticed, *^ in dealing 
with such commodities, whether they eie im- 
ported or exported. Yon ample banuCT which 
streams over the foremost galley, intimates the 
presence of a chieftedn of no small rank among 
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the Counts, whether it be for yaloiir or for 
nobility/' 

The seafiuing leader added, with the yoice of 
one who hints alarming tidings, '^ They seem to 
have got to a point in the straits as high as will 
enable them to run down with the tide, and dear 
the cape which we stand on, although with what 
purpose they aim to land so close beneath the 
walls of the city, he is a wiser man than I who 
pretends to determine." 

^' Assuredly," returned his comrade, ^< the in- 
tention is not a kind one. The] wealth of the 
qity has temptations to a poor people, who only 
value the iron which they possess as affording 
them the means of procuring the gold which 
they covet" 

** Ay, brother," answered Demetrius the po- 
litician, " but see you not, lying at anchor within 
this bay which is formed by the cape, and at 
the very point where these heretics are likely to 
be carried by the tide, six strong vessels, having 
the power of sending forth, not merely showers 
of darts and arrows, but of Grecian fire, as it is 
called, from their hollow decks ? If these Frank 
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gentry continue directing tlieir course upon the 
Imperial city, being, as they are, 



J propago 



Contemptrix Supexum san^ Meraeque avidusima csdii^ 
Et violenta ;*♦ 

-we shall speedily see a combat better worth wit- 
nessing than that announced by the great trum* 
pet of the Varangians, If you love me, let us 
sit down here for a moment, and see how this 
matter is to end." 

. ^^ An excellent motion, my ingenious friend,'* 
said Lasearis, which was the name of the other 
citizen ; ^^ but, bethink you, shall we not be in 
danger from the missiles with which the auda- 
cious Latins will not £dl to return the Greek 
fire, if, according to your conjecture, it shall be 
poured upon them by the Imperial squadron ?**. 
<< That is not ill argued, my friend," said De- 
metrius ; ^^ but know that you have to do with 
a man who has been in such extremities before 
now; and if such a discharge should open from 
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Ae «eft, I woidd propose to yoa to step hmk 
some fifty yards inland, and dins to interpose 
the very crest of the ciqpe between us and the 
disduffge of nnssiles ; a mere ckild mig^t thus 
learn to fece them without any alarm.'' 

^ You are a wise man, ne^hbour," sidd Lw- 
csris, *^ and possess such a noxture of <viilo«r 
Rnd knowledge as becomes a man whom a friend 
might be supposed safely to risk his life wifk 
There be those, for instance, who cazmot show 
you the slightest glimpse of what ii g(iog on, 
without bringing you within peril of yoar Me; 
"whereas yon, my irorthy friend Demetrius, 
1>etween your accurate knowledge of miMlary 
srffiurs, and your regard for your friend, are sib» 
to fliiow him all that is to be seen without tiw 
least ride to a person, who is naturally unwilling 
to think of exposing hinself to injury.— -But, 
Holy Virgin I idiat is the meaning of Aat red 
ilag which the Greek Admiral has this instast 
"hoisted ?' 

** Why, you see, neighbour," answered De- 
metrius, ^^ yonder western heretic continues to 
advance without minding the various signs which 
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^nr Admimi lias mtAe to faiiii to desift, «ad now 
lie koisis die bloody c<dmiTS, as if a num glMinld 
clenek Ui fist and saf , If you peTsevere ia your 
niMtTil tntendoB) i will do «o and so/' 

^ By St Sophia,'' said Laseam, » and tint fa 
^Ting him hit wmrnog. But what is it llie 
Iinpeiial Admiral is about to do P'' 

^ Rem I ran f frteiid Lascaris," said Seaie- 
trios, ** or you will see mora of diat tliaii pe»- 
diaace you iunre any eoriosity for.*' 

Aoeordi»gly, to add the otpength of exanaiAe 
to precept, Demetrius himself girt up his loins, 
omd retreated witb die nest eififying speed todie 
opposite side of die ridge, aecompanied by dw 
greater part of the crowd, who had tarried di^re 
ix) witness the contest which &e newsmofiger pro- 
mised, and were determined to take his wonl for 
dieir own safety. The sound and sight which 
had alarmed Demetrius, was die discharge of a 
large portion of Greek fire, which perhaps may 
he best compared to one of those immense Con- 
grere rodkets of die present day, whi^ takes on 
its diotdders a small grapnel or anchor, asid pxH)- 
eeeds groaning durongh the air, l%e a Send erar-* 
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burdened by the mandate of some inexorable ma- 
gician, and oi which the operation was so terri^ 
fying, that the crews of the vessels attacked by 
this strange weapon frequently forsook every 
means of defence, and run themselves ashore. 
One of the principal ingredients of this dreadful 
fire was supposed to be naphtha, or the bitumen 
which is collected on the banks of the Dead Sea, 
and which, when in a state of ignition, could only 
be extinguished by a very nngular mixture, and 
which it was not likely to come in contact with. 
It produced a thick smoke and loud explosion, 
and was capable, says Gibbon, of communicating 
its flames with equal vehemence in descent or 
lateral progress. In sieges, it was poured from 
the ramparts, or launched, like our bombs, in 
xedhot balls of stone or iron, or it was darted in 
flax twisted round arrows and in javelins. It 
was considered as a state secret of the greatest 
importance ; and for weilnigh four centuries it 
was unknown to the Mahometans. But at length 
the composition was discovered by the Saracens, 
and used by them for repelling the Crusaders, 
and overpowering the Greeks, upon whose side 
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it had at one time been the most formidable im- 
plement of defence. Some exaggeration we 
must allow for a barbarous period; but there 
seems no doubt that the general description dL 
the crusader Joinyille should be admitted as cor- 
rect : — ^' It came flying through the air,'' says 
that good knight, ^* like a winged dragon, about 
the thickness of a hogshead, with the report of 
thunder and the speed of lightning, and the dark- 
ness of the night was dispelled by this horrible 
illumination.'^ 

Not only the bold Demetrius and his pupil 
Lasc^is, but all the crowd whom they influ«» 
«nced, fled manfully when the commodore of 
the Greeks fired the first discharge ; and as the 
other vessels in the squadron followed his exam- 
ple, the heavens were filled with the unusual 
and outrageous noise, while the smoke was so 
^thick as to darken the very air. As the fugitives 
passed the crest of the hill, they saw the seaman, 
whom we formerly mentioned as a spectator, 
snugly reclining under cover of a dry ditch, 
where he managed so as to secure himself as far 
as possible from any accident. He could not, 
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liowe?«r, ondt Ineakiiig hit jeit on tlie pdliti- 



^ Wkat^ker he cried, «< ay good fitndk,'' 
witheat nking hnuelf abevie the ^amOemeuf 
of his dkch, ^ will yiNi not tmuBin upon your 
8telion iong eiio«|;h to finidi tbaft hopeM keCare 
vpoB hattfe by tea and ksd, wUdi yoa had et 
happyan f^partanityof eoauaeacii^? Bdiei* 
lae^thenoiteitMOTealanaiDgliiaBhHtlHl; the 
fii« it bU pointed in a direotion oppeaile to yi 
and if one of thote dragons which yta tei 
happen to fly laadwavd in flt cad of teamrd, U is 
hat the auttrice of tooie ealnn-hoy, wbo haa 
used his l in eloek widi move wBlingatets tlna 

Deraetiins and Lascaris jast heard mwu^ of 
iIm naval hero's harangue, to acqoaint than wdli 
the new danger wi& which they m%ht be astaBed 
by the posable misdirecdcm of the weapons, and, 
rasfaing down towards the lists at l&e head of a 
erowd half desperate with fear, they hastily 
propagated the appalling news, Ihat Ike laKkm 
were coming baek from Asia wi<li tiie parpoae 
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of landing in mnns, pillagiBg^ and bnraoig Urn 

The uproar, in the meantime, of this mex- 
ipeeted occorrenee, ivas sii<5h as ahogetlier to 
Tindicale, in public opinion, tiie reported eame, 
however exaggerated. The thmider of tbe 
Greek fire came successiTeljr, one hard upoii tlie 
«ther, and eac^, in its turn, spread a bkiC «f 
'black smoke upon the hce of the landsospeiy 
wlndi, thickened by so many Buocesghre climda^ 
seemed at last, like that raised by a soBtained 
fire of modem artillery, to overshadow theivhole 
hori'zon. 

The smdl squadron of TWicred were com* 
pletely hid from view in the sm^ng volomei of 
^darkness, which the breath of &e weapons of the 
enemy had spread around him ; and it seemed by 
a red light, which began to show itself among the 
thickest of the veil of darkne(S», that one of tbe 
fiodlla at least had caught fire. Yet tke X<atins 
resisted, with an obstinacy worthy of their own 
courage, and the fame of dieir celebrated leader. 
Some advantage they had, on account of iimt 
smstll size, and their lowness in^e water^ as well 
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as the clouded state of the atmosphere, which 
rendered them difficult marks for the fire of the 
-Greeks. 

To increase these advantages, Tancred, as well 
by boats as by the kind of rude signals made 
use of at that period, dispersed orders to his 
fleet, that each bark, disregarding the £Btte of the 
others, should press forward individually, and 
that, the men from each should be put on shore 
wheresoever and howsoever they could effect 
that manoeuvre. Tancred himself set a noble 
example ; he was on board a stout vessel, fenced 
in some degree against the effect of the Greek 
fire by being in a great measure covered with 
raw hides, which hides had also been recently 
steeped in water. This vessel contained up- 
wards of a hundred valiant warriors, several of 
them of knightly order, who had all night toiled 
at the humble labours of the oar, and now in the 
morning applied their chivalrous hands to the 
arblast and to the bow, which were in general 
accounted the weapons of persons of a lower 
rank. Thus armed, and thus manned. Prince 
Tancred bestowed upon his bark the full velocity 
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wliieh wind, and tide, and oar, could enable her 
to obtain, and placing her in the situation to pro- 
fit by them as much as his maritime skill could 
direct, he drove with the speed of lightning 
among the vessels of Lemnos, plying on either 
side, bows, crossbows, javelins, and military 
missiles of every kind, with the greater advantage 
that the Greeks, trusting to their artificial fire, 
had omitted arming themselves with other wea- 
pons ; so that when the valiant Crusader bore 
down on them with so much fury, repaying the 
terrors of their fire with a storm of bolts and 
arrows no less formidable, they began to feel 
that their own advantage was much less than 
they had supposed, and that, like most other 
dangers, the maritime fire of the Greeks, when 
undauntedly confronted, lost at least one-half of 
its terrors. The Grecian sailors, too, when they 
observed the vessels approach so near, filled with 
the steel-clad Latins, began to shrink from a con- 
test to be maintained hand to hand with so ter- 
rible an enemy. 

By degrees, smoke began to issue from the 
sides of the g^eat Grecian argosie, and the voice 
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of Tancred annomiced to liis soldien that tlie 
Greciaii Admiral's vessel bad taken fire, owing to 
negligenee in the management of the means of 
destmction she possessed, and that all they had 
now to do was to maintain sndi a distance as to 
avoid sharing her hte. l^miUes and flashes of 
flame were next seen leaping from place to {dace, 
on board of the great bulk, as if die dement had 
had the sense and purpose of spreading wider 
the constematacm, and disabling the few who still 
paid attention to the commands of their Admiral, 
and endeavoored to exdngnish the fire. The 
consciousness of the combustible nature of the 
freight began to add despair to terror; from the 
bolt-sprit, the rigging, the yards, the sides, and 
every part of the vessel, the unfortunate crew 
were seen dropping themselves, to exdiange for 
the most part a watery death for one by the mere 
'^ dreadful agency of fire. The crew of Tanered's 
berk, ceasing, by that generous prince's com- 
mands, to ofier any additional annoyance to an 
enemy who was at once threatened by the peifli 
of the ocean and of confli^ration, ran their ves- 
sdi ashore in a smooth part <^ the bay, and jomp* 
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mg into the sliaUowsea, made tbe land without 
difficulty; many of their steeds being, by the 
exertions of the owners, and the docility of tite 
animals, brought ashore at the same time witii 
tiieir masters. Their commander lost no lime in 
forming their serried ranks into a phalanx of 
lancers, few indeed at first, bi^ peipetnally in- 
creasing as ship after ship of the little flotiQa ran 
asliore, or having more deliberately moored liheir 
barks, landed their men, and joined their com* 
panions. 

The cloud which had been raised by the con- 
flict was now driven to leeward before the wind, 
and die strait exhibited only the relies of the 
combat. Here tossed upon the billows the sca^> 
tercd and broken remains of one or two of Ihe 
X.atin vessels which had been bunrt at die eon- 
mencemenft of the eomlbat, though titeir crews^ 
by the exertions of their comrades, had in gene- 
ral been -saved. Lower down were seen tJie 
remaining five vessds of the Lemnos squadron, 
holding a disorderly and ^Rfficult retreat, witii 
the purpose of gaimng the harbour of Coni^tan- 
tinople. In the place so late the scene of com 
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hat, lay moored the hulk of the Gredan Admi- 
ral^ burnt to the water's edge, and still sending 
forth a black smoke firom its scathed beams and 
planks. The flotilla of Tancred, busied in dis* 
charging its troops, lay irregularly scattered 
along the bay, the men making ashore as they 
could, and taking their course to join the stand- 
ard of their leaden Various black substances 
floated on the surfiace of the water, nearer, or 
more distant to the shore ; some proved to be the 
wreck of the vessels which had been destroyed, 
and others, more ominous stilly the lifeless bodies 
of mariners who had fiiUen in the conflict. 

The standard had been borne ashore by the 
Prince's £Enrourite page, Ernest of Apulia, so 
soon as the keel of Tancred's galley had grazed 
upon the sand. It was then pitched on the top 
of that elevated cape between Constantinople 
and the lists, where Lascaris, Demetrius, and 
other gossips, had held their station at the oomr 
mencement of the engagement, but firom which 
all had fled, between the mingled dread of the 
Greek fire and the missiles of the Latin crusaders. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Sheathed in complete armour, and support* 
ing with his right hand the standard of his 
fetthers, Tancred remained with his handful of 
warriors like so many statues of steel, expecting 
some sort of attack from the Grecian party which 
had occupied the lists, or from the numbers whom 
the city gates began now to pour forth«^soldiers 
some of them, and others citizens, many of whom 
were arrayed as if for conflict. These persons, 
alarmed by the various accounts which were 
^ven of the combatants, and the progress of the 
fight, rushed towards the standard of Prince 
Tanqred, with the intention of beating it to the 
earth, and dispersing the guards who owed it 
homage and defence. But if the reader shall 
have happened to have ridden at any time 
through a pastoral country, with a dog of a noble 
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race following him, he must have remarked, in 
the deference ultimately paid to the high-bred 
animal by the shepherd's cur as he crosses the 
lonely glen, of which the latter conceiyes himself 
the lord and guardian, something very similar to 
the demeanour of the incensed Greeks, when 
they approached near to the little band of Franks. 
At the first sjrmptom of the intrnmon of a stran- 
ger, the dog of the shepherd starts firom his alum* 
bers, and rushes towards the noUe intruder with 
a damorous declaration of war ; but wh«a the 
diminution of distance between them shows to 
the aggressor the siae and strength of Ids opp<H 
nent, he becomes like a cruiser, who» in a ehase^ 
has, to his suiprise and alarm, found two tier of 
g^nns Imposed to him instead of one* He halts 
-^suspends his damorous ydping, and, in fine, 
ingloriously retreats to his master, with all the 
dishonourable marks of positively declining the 
oomhat. 

It was in this manner that the troops of die 
noisy Greeks, widi much hallooing and many a 
boastful shont, hastened both from the town and 
from the l]st% with the apparent intentioa of 
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sweeping from the field the few companions of 
TaacredL As they adyanced, however, within 
the power of remarking the calm and regular 
order of those men who had landed, and arranged 
themselres under this noble chieftain's banner, 
their minds were altogether changed as to the 
resolutum of instant combat; their advance be- 
came an uncertain and staggering gait; their 
heads were more frequently turned back to the 
point firom which they came, than towards the 
en&ny; and their desire to provoke an instant 
scuffle vanished totally, when there did not ap- 
pear the least symptom that their opponents 
cared about the matter. 

It added to the extreme confidence with which 
the Latins k^t their ground, that they were 
receiving frequent, though small reinforcements 
Stom their oommdes, who were landing by de- 
tachments all along tl^ beach ; and tfai^ in the 
course oi a diort hour, their amount had been 
nised, an hor9d>aok and loot, to a number, allow- 
ing for a few eaiualties, not much less than ihai 
whidn set sail from Scutari 

Another reason why the Latins remained uor 
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assaOed, was certunly the iodisposition rf the 
two principal armed parties on shore to enter 
into a quarrel witli them. The groards of eyerjr 
kind, who were fidthfbl to the Emperor, and 
more especially the Varangians, had their orders 
to remain firm at their posts, some in the lists, 
and others at varions places ci rendezroos in 
Constantinople, where their presence was neees* 
sary to prevent the effects of the sadden insnr* 
rection which Alexins knew to be meditated 
against him. These therefore made no kostile 
demonstration towards the band of Latins, nor 
was it the purpose of the Emperor they shoold 
do so. 

On the other hand, the greater part of iSke 
Immortal Crnards, and those dtiaens who were 
prepared to play a part in the oonqpiraey, had 
been impressed by the agents of the deceased 
Agelastes with the opinion, lliat this band of 
Latins, commanded by Tancred, the relatiye of 
Bohemond, had been dispatched by the latter to- 
their assistance. These men, therefore^ stood 
still, and made no attempt to guide or direct 
the popular efforts of such as indined to attack 
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'ihese unexpected visitors; in which purpose^ 
therefore, no very great party were united, while 
the majority were willing enough to find an apo- 
logy for remaining quiet. 

In the meantime, the Emperor, from his pa-^ 

vlace of Blacquernal, observed what passed iqpoQ 

:the straits, and beheld his navy from Lemnw 

. totally foiled in their attempt, by means of the 

Greek fire, to check the intended passage of 

:Tancred and his men. He had no sooner Meia 

4he leading ship of this squadron begin to beacon 

the darkness with its own fire, than the Emperor 

formed a secret resolution to disown the unfoi^ 

tunate Admiral, and make peace with the Latiili, . 

if that should be absolutely necessary, by sending 

ihem his head. He had hardly, therefore, seen 

the flames burst forth, and the rest of the vessels 

-retreat from their moorings, than in his own 

^mind, the doom of the unfortunate Phraortea^ 

ifor such was the name of the Admiral, was signed 

and sealed* 

* Achilles Tatius, at the same instant, deter* 
^mining to keep a close eye upon the Emperor at 

VOL. HI. F .. 
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lUs important cisds, came precipitately into dhe 
palace» with an appearance of great alarm. 

^ My Lord ! — ^my Imperial Lord I I am iuh 
happy to be the messenger of sack unlucky news • 
•Imt the Latins have in great numbers succeeded 
.iBcrosRi^thestndtfirom ScutarL TheLemnos 
Bqnadron endeavoured to sti^ them, as was last 
Slight determined upon in the Imperial Council 
of War. By a heavy discharge of the Gredc 
.'fee, one or two of the crusaders' vesseb were 
.aMMomed, but by fiff the greater number of 
vdiem pushed on their course^ burnt the b»»^»»g 
••hip (tf the unfortunate Phraortes, and it k 
^atrangly reported he has himself perished, with 
almost all his men. The rest have cut their 
'CaUes, and abandoned the defence of die passage 
lof the Hellespont'' 

*^ And yon, Achilles Tatius," said the Ernpe- 
jror, ** with what purpose is it that you now 
bring me thia melancholy news, at a period ao 
late when I cannot amend the consequences ?' 
• '^ Under fiivour, most gracious Eraperor," re- 
:plied the conspirator, not without colouring aad 
Stammering, ^^such was not my intention — ^I 
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had hoped to Bobmit a plan, by wMch I imght 
easily have prepared the way for correcting this 
little error." 

<< Well, your plad) sir ?" said the Emperor 
4iryly. 

** With your sacred Majesty's leave,*' said 
the Acolyte, ** I would myself hare undertakea 
instantly to lead against this Tancred and Us 
Italians the battle-axes of the Mtfaiul Varangian 
guard, who will make no more account of the 
small number of Franks who have come ashora, 
than the farmer holds of the hordes of rats and 
mice, and such like misddevous venniu) who 
' have harboured in his gmnaries." 

<< And what mean you»'' said the Emperor, 
** that I am to do, while my Anglo-Saxons fight 
for my sake ?" 

*< Your Majesty,^' replied Achilles, not ex- 
actly satisfied with the dry and caustic manner 
in which the Emperor addressed him, ^^ may put 
yourself at the head of the Immortal cohorts of 
' Constantinople ; and I am jrour securitgr, thit 
you may either perfect the victory over the La* 
' tins> or at least redeem the xnost distant change 
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of a defeaty by adYandng at the head of dus 
dioioe body of domestic tnMqM, should die day 
qipear doubtful." 

^ You, younelf, Achilles Tadus,** returned 
the Empeior, *' have repeatedly assured us, that 
these Immortals retain a penrerse attachmoit to 
our rebel UiseL How is it, then, you would 
hare us intrust our defence to these bands, when 
we have engaged our valiant Varangians in the 
proposed conflict with the flower of the western 
army? — ^Did you think of this risk, Sb* Follow- 
er?" 

Achilles Tadus, much akrmed at an intima- 
don indicative of his purpose bring known, an- 
swered, ^' diat in his haste he had been more 
anxious to recommend die phin which should 
expose his own person to die greater danger, 
dian dial perhaps which was most attended with 
peisonal safety to his Imperial Master.** 

^^ I diank you for so doing,'' said the Empo* 
ror ; ** you have anddpated my wishes^tdiough 
it is not in my power at present to follow die 
advice you have g^ven me. I would have been 
well contented, undoubtedly, had these 
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measured their way oyer the strait again, as 
digested by last night's council ; but since 
they have arrived, and stand embattled on our 
shores, it is better that we pay them with money 
and with spoil, than with the lives of our gallant 
subjects. We cannot, after all, believe that 
they come with any serious intention of doing 
Ds injury; it is but the insane desire of witness- 
Hig feats of battle and single combat, which is to 
them the breath dT their nostrils, that can have 
impelled them to this partial countermarch. I 
impose upon you, Achilles Tatius, combining 
the Proto-spathaire in the same conunission with 
you, the duty of riding up to yonder standard* 
and learning of their chief, called the Prince 
Tancred, if he is there in person, the purpose of 
hig return, and the cause of his entering into 
debate with Phraortes and the Lemnos squadron. 
If they send us any reasonable excuse, we shall 
not be averse to receive it at their hands ; for we 
have not made so many sacrifices for the pre- 
servation of peace, to break forth into war, if, 
after all, so great an evil can be avoided. Thou 
wilt receive, therefore, with a candid and com- 
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placent miiid» such apologies m they visty ia^UiMi 
to bring forward ; and, he assured, that the Agk^ 
of this puppet-show of a single combal^ will be 
enough of itself to banish every other eoosidersh- 
tion from the reflection of these giddy crusadersu" 
A knock was at this moment heard at the deior. 
of the Emperor's apartment ; and upon tihe woid 
being given to enter, the Protok-qpathaire made 
his appearance. He was arrayed in a splendid 
suit of ancient Roman-fashioned armour« The 
want of a visor left his eountenance entirely 
visible ; which, pale and anxious as it was» di<l 
not well become the martial crest and dancii^ 
plume with which it was decorated. He received 
the commission already mentioned witih the lesa 
aherity, because the Acolyte was added to him 
as hisi colleague ; for, as the reader may have; 
observed, these two officers were of separate iac*^ 
tiom in the army, and on indifferent tenna with 
each ether. Neither did the Acolyte cAssider 
\m being united in commission with die Froto-^ 
8pathaire> as a mark either of the Emperor's coiH 
fidence, ar of Ids own safety. He was> however^^ 
in the meantime, in the BlacquemaJ^ where tht 
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slaves of tke intericMr made not die least hesita- 
tion, when ordered, to execute any officer of tke 
eoiirt» The two generals had, therefore, no 
other alternative, than that whidi is allowed to 
two greyhounds who are reluctantly coupled to* 
gether. The h<^ of Achilles Tatins was, that 
he might get safely through his mission to Tan- 
cred, after which he thought the successful ez« 
plosion of the conspiracy might take place and 
have its course, either as a matter desired and 
countenanced by those Latins, or passed over as 
a thing in which they took no interest on either 
side. 

By the parting order of tiie Emperor, tiiey 
were to mount on horseback at the sounding cf 
the great Varangian trumpet, put themselves at 
tike head of those Anglo-Saxon guards in the 
oourt-yard of their barrack, and await the £m- 
peror's fiurtiier orders 

There was something in this arrangement 
irtiich pressed hard on tiie conscience of Achilles 
Tatius, yet he was at a loss to ju^ify his appre- 
hensions to himself, unless frrai a consdoos feel- 
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iflg of Ills own guilt He felt, however, tiiat in. 
being detained, under pretence of an honoiir-t 
able mission, at the head of the Varangians, he 
was deprived of the liberty of disposing of him-' 
self, by which he had hoped to commnnicate with 
the Caesar and Hereward, whom he reckoned, 
upon as his active accomplices, not knowing that 
the first was at this moment a prisoner in the 
Blacquemal, where Alexius had arrested him in: 
the apartments of the Empress, and tiiat the 
second was the most important sn{^rt of Com* 
nenns during the whole of that eventful day. 

When the gigantic trumpet of tiie Varangian: 
guards sent fortii its deep signal through the city, 
the ProtoHBpatiiaire hurried Achilles along witir 
him to the rendezvous of tiie Varangians, and 
On the way said to him, in an easy and indifferent 
tone, *^ As the Emperor is in the field in person^ 
you, his representative, or Follower, will of 
course transmit no orders to tiie body-guard, 
except such as shall receive their origin from 
himself, so that you will consider your autiiority 
as this day suspended." 
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\ (( I regret,'' said Adiilles^ << that there shoald 
have seemed any cause for such precautions; 
I had hoped my own truth and fidelity — ^but — 
I am obsequious to his Imperial pleasure in all 
things/' 

^< Such are his ordess^" said the other officer^ 
'< and ya\i .know, imder what penalty obedience 
is enforced." 

. ^^ If I did not," said Achilles, ^^ the composi* 
tion of this body of guards would remind me, 
since it comprehends not only great part of those 
Varangians, who are the immediate defenders of 
the Emperor's throne, but those slaves of the inte- 
rior, who are tine executioners of his pleasure." 

To this jthe Proto-spathaire returned no an- 
swer, while the more closely the Acolyte looked 
upon the guard which attended, to the unusual 
number of nearly three thousand men, the more 
]iiad he reason to believe that he might esteem 
j^^qi^^/ortunate, if, by the intervention of either 
fil^jCsBB&Xf Agelastes, or Hereward, hoc^uld 
pass to the conspirators a signal to suspendiidl^ 
intended explosion, which seemed to be pro* 
Tided against by the Emperor with unusual caU"* 

f2 
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tion* He wocM liave giren die fiitt dream of 
eiD{»re» wilk whidi lie had bee» for a skort tiaat 
IttUed asteefH to lurre temi bat a glinpse of llie 
asuve pluMe of Ifieepikonifl, die wliile naatle of 
the philosopher, or even a glimmer of Here* 
ward^a haltle-*axew No vaA objeelB eoold be 
seeB aay where^ and set a liUle waa the fnilUess 
Follower displeased to see that whichev^nr w«f 
he turned his eyes, those of the PrelOH^athatre, 
but especially- ef the trusty domeatie offieers <MF 
the empire, aeenied to loUoir 9mA wa ich ikm 
oecnpatioii. 

Aimdst the nuaMvoiis soldieffa whom he saw 
on all sides, his eye did set reeognise a sii^fie 
nan with wh<wi he eoidd ezchange a fiioidly 
or eoi^Gideiitial glance, and he stood in all that 
agmy of terror^ whiek is rend^ed the mere H^ 
oomfithug^ beeause the traitor is conscious thai^ 
beset by various foes, his own fears are llie nMSt 
likely of aU to betray him. iBternatly, as ths 
danger seamed to increase, and as his alarmed 
hnaginatkNi attempted to discern new reasew 
for it, he couid mky conchide that eidier one 0i 
the three prineipal eonflpirat<»s, or at le^fA some 
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of the inferiors, had turned informers; and his 
doubt was, whether he should not screen his own 
share of what had been premeditated, by fling- 
ing himself at the feet of the Emperor, and 
making a full confession. But still the fear of 
being premature in having recourse to such a 
base means of saving himself, joined to the ab- 
sence of the Emperor, united to keep within his 
lips a seov^ which concerned not only all his 
future fortunes, but life itself* He was in th^ 
meantime, therefore, plunged as it were in a sea' 
of trouble and uncertainty, while the i^ecks of 
knd, whidi seemed to promise him refuge, were. 
dSstant, dimly seen, and extremely cBffieult of 
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CHAPTER VII. 

To-morroTr'-oli, that's sudden ! Spare lum, spare Yam ; 
He's not prepared to die. 

At the momeiit when Achilles Tatiosy with a. 
feeling of much insecurity, awaited the unwind- 
mg of the perilous skein of state poUtics^ a pri- 
vate council of the Imperial fsnaiy was held in. 
die hall tenned the Temple of the Muses, re- 
peatedly distinguished as the apartment in which 
the Princess Anna Comnena was wont to make 
her evening recitations to those who were per- 
mitted the honour of hearing prelections of her 
history. The council consisted of the Empress 
Irene, the Princess herself, and the Emperor, 
with the Patriarch of the Greek church as a sort 
•of mediator between a course of severity and a 
dangerous degree of lenity. 

^' Tell not me, Irene," said the Emperor, ^< of 
tbe fine things attached to the praise of mercy. 
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Here have I sacrificed my jast revenge over my 
rival Ursel, and wliat good do I obtain by it? 
Why, the old obstinate man, instead of being" 
'^tractable, and sensible of the generosity which 
hks spared his life and eyes, can be with diffi- 
culty brought to exert himself in favour of the 
Prince to whom he owes thetti. I tised to think 
that eyesight and the breath of life were things 
which one would preserve at any sacrifice; but, 
on Ae contrary, I now believe men value them 
like mere'^fs. Talk not to me, therefore, of 
the gratitude to be excited by saving this un- 
gratefal cub ; and believe me, girl,'* turning to 
Anna, *^ that not only will all my subjects, should 
I follow your advice, laugh at me for sparing a 
man so predetermined to work my ruin, but evea 
Ihou thyself wilt be the first to upbraid me with 
the foolish kindness thou art now so anxious to 
extort from me." 

** Your Imperial pleasure then,** said the Pa- 
triarch, ^^ is fixed that your unfortunate son-in- 
law shall suffer death for his accession to this 
e<mspiracy, deluded by that heathen villain Age-* 
lastes, and the traitorous Achilles Tatius ?'* 
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(< Such is my puipose^'* raid the Empetiur • 
« and in evidence thai I mean not again to paaa 
«rer a sentence of this kind with a seeming eze- 
ration only» as in tibe case et Uisel, this un-^ 
grateful tiaitor of oois shall be led from the top 
of the staircase, or ladder of Adierra^ as it is 
called, through the large chamber named the 
hall of judgment, at the upper end of whieh are 
arranged the a{qporatos for executkm, hy wfaidk 
I swear*' 

'< Swear not at all P' said the Patriai^; ^ I 
fiarbid thee, in the name of tfaat Heaven whooe 
voice (though unworthy) qpeaka in my peraoB, 
to quench the smdung flax, or destroy Ifae sl%ht 
hope which there may remain, that yon may 
Anally be persuaded to alter yo«ff purpose re» 
spewing your misguided son-in-law, within the 
qiace allotted to him to sue far yoar mercy*. 
Remember, I pray you, the remorse of Constaa- 
tine." 
. << What means your reverence ?' said bene.. 

•* A trifle,'' replied the Emperor, " not wor- 
thy being quoted from suck a moudi aa the £a- 
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^^ Wlmt is it ?'' exclaimed tiie fesialefl aft- 
xk>iisly9 in the hc^ of teariz^ something whieli 
adgi^ strengthen their side of the ajgumoit, 
t9id sometkii^ moTed^ pei^aps, by enriostty, s 
motive which seldom slumbers in a female bososiy 
even when the stronger passions are in arms* 

<^ The Patxiarch will tell yon^*' answered 
Alexin^ ^^ since you mvst needs know ; though^. 
I pronojae you» you will not receive any assist- 
ance in year argument from, a silly I^^eiidary 
tale." 

<^ Hear i^ however," said the Patriarch ; ^^ for 
though it is a tale of the olden time^ and some* 
times, supposed to refer to the period when hem^ 
thenism predominated^ it is no kss true» that it 
was a vow matib and registered in the chancery 
of the rightful Deity, by an Emperor of Greece* 

'^ >jV^t I am now to relate to yon," continued 
liey ^^ is, in truth, a tale not only of a Christian 
Emperor, bat of him who made the whole empire 
Chrislian ; ajnd of that very Constantino, who 
was also the first wha declared Co|i8tantinople 
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to be the metn^Qs of the entire. This heroy 
remarkable alike for his zeal for religion and for 
bis warlike achievements, was crowned hj Heaven 
with repeated victory, and with all manner of 
blessbgSy save that unity in his fimiily which 
wise men are most amiHtioas to po9^(Mi^ Not only, 
was the blessing of concoid,anioi|g tbipthroir 
denied to the fisaiuly of this tiinmphant.Eny^Por^ 
but a deserving son of mature age> who had been 
supposed to aspire to share tibe tbi»ne.Trith.hi& 
iather, was suddenly^ and at midnjgtfe rxsalkd 
upon to enter his defence, against a ci^ital dia^ge 
of treason. You will readUy excuse my refer- 
ring to the arts by which the son .wbs rendered 
guilty in the eyes of the .&ther. Be. it i^jyov^ 
to say, that the unfortunate young man fell a 
victim to the guilt of his stepmother, Fausta, 
and that he disdained to exculpate himself from: 
a charge so gross and so erroneous. Jt is said^ 
that the anger of the Emperor was kept up 
against his son by the sycophants who called 
upon Constantine to observe that the culprit dis- 
dained even to supplicate for mercy, or vindicate 
his innocence from so foul a charge*. 
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*^ But the death-blow had no sooner struck 
tlie innocent youth, than his father obtained prod 
of the rashness with which he had acted. He 
iadat diis period been engaged in constructing 
the subterranean parts of the Blacquemal palace, 
which his remdrse stppointed to contain a record 
of his paternal grief and remorse. At the upper 
part 'of the staircase, called the Pit of Acheron^ 
he cattS^ to be constructed a large chamber^ 
still called' the Hall of Judgment, for the pur* 
pose of execution. A passage through an arch-^ 
way in the upper waU leads from the hall to the 
place of misery, where the axe, or other engine^ 
is disposed for the execution of state prisoners 
of consequence. Over this archway was placed 
a species of marble altar, surmounted by an 
image of the unfortunate Crispus — the material 
were gold, and it bore the memorable inscrip- 
tion, To MT SDK, WHOM I RASHLY CONDEMNED,^ 

AND TOO HASTILY EXECUTED. When Construct- 
ing thifir passage, Constantino made a vow, that 
he himself and his posterity, being reigning £m« 
perors, would stand beside the statue of Crispus, 
at the time when any individual of their familji^ 
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should be led to execution, and before they suf- 
fered him to pass firom the Hall of Judgment to 
the Chamber of Death, that they should them-* 
selves be personally convinced of the truth of 
the charge under which he suffered* 

^* Time rolled on — the memory of Gonstan- 
tine was remembered almost like that of a saint, 
and the respect paid to it threw into shadow the 
anecdote of his son's death. The exigencies o£ 
the state rendered it difficult to keep so large a 
sum in specie invested in a staUie, which called 
to mind the unpleasant failings of so great a 
man. Your Imperial Highnesses predeoessora 
applied the metal which formed the sttttue to 
support the Turkish wars ; and the remorse and 
penance of Constantino died away in an obscure 
tradition of the church or of the palace. Still,, 
however, unless your Imperial Maje^has strongs 
reasons to the contrary, I should give it as my 
opinion, that you will hardly achieve what is due 
to the memory of the greatest of your predeces- 
sors, unless you give this unfortunate crindnal, 
being so near a relation of your own, an oppor- 
tunity of pleading his cause before passing by 



COUNT BOBEBT OF PARISL 189 

tiie altar of refbge; being the name which ia 
coauBool^ given to the monumeiit of the unfor« 
tunate Crispus, son of Constantine, although 
now deprived both of the goldea letters which 
composed the inscr^>tion» and the golden image 
which represented the royal eofferer.*' 

A mournful piece of ransic was now heard to 
aacend the stair so often mentioned. 

^^ If I must hear the Csesar Nicephorus Bri* 
6imia% ere he pass the altar of refuge, there 
must be no loss of time/' said the Emperor; 
*' for these melancholy sounds announce that he, 
has. already approached the Hall of Judgment." 

Both the Imperial ladies began instantly, with 
the utmost earnestness, to deprecate the execu* 
tion Jo£ the Caesar's doom, and to conjure Alexius, 
as he hoped for quiet in his household, and the 
everlasting gratitude of his wife and daughter, 
that he would listen to their entreaties in behalf 
of an unfortunate man, who had been seduced 
into guilt, but not from his heart. 

^^ I will at least see him," said the Emperor, 
*^ and the holy vow of Constantino shall be ia 
the present instance strictly observed. But tt^ 
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member, you foolish women, that the state of 
Crispus and the present Csesar, is as different as 
guilt from innocence, and that their fittes, there- 
fore, may be justly decided upon oppottte prim-- 
ciples, and with <^posite results. But I .will 
confront this criminal ; and you. Patriarchy may 
be present to render what help is in your power 
to a dying man ; for you, the wife and mother 
of the criminal, you will, methinks, do well to 
retire to the church, and pray God for ihe soul 
of the deceased, rather than distiur b his last dhh^ 
ments with unavailing lamentations.^ 

*' Alexius," said the Empress Ir^ae, ^^ I 'be- 
seech you to be contented ; be assured that we 
will not leave you in this dogged humour of 
blood-shedding, lest you make such materials for 
history as are fitter for the time of Nero than of 
Constantine.'' 

The Emperor, without reply, led the way into 
the Hall of Judgment, where a much stronger 
light than usual was already shining up the stair 
of Acheron, from which were heard to sound, by 
sullen and intermitted fits, the penitential psalmef 
which tiie Greek church has appointed to be 
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sung at executions. T\«renty mute slaves, the 
pale colour of whose turbans gave a ghastly look 
to the withered cast of their features, and the 
glaring whiteness of their eyeballs, ascended two 
by two, as it were from the bowels of the ^arth, 
eaok of them bearing in one hand a naked sabre, 
and in theoljier a lighted torch. After these 
came die* unfortunate Nicephorus; his looks 
were those of a man half-dead from the terror of 
immediate dissolution, and what he possessed of 
remaining attention, was turned alternately to 
two blackHstoled ' monks, who were anxiously 
repeating religious passages to him alternately 
from' the Greek scripture, and the form of devo- 
tion adopted by the court of Constantinople. The 
Csesar^s dress also correq>onded to his mourn- 
frd fortunes :' His legs and arms were bare, and 
a simple white tunic, the neck of which was al- 
ready open, showed that he had assumed the gar- 
ments which were to serve his last turn. A tall 
muscular Nubian slave, who considered himsdf 
obviously as the principal person in the proces- 
sion, bore on his shoulder a large heavy heads- 
man's axe, and, like a demon waiting on a sor* 
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oerer, stalked step for step after his victim. The 
rear of the procession was closed by a band of 
four priests, each of whom dianted from time 
to time the devotioDai psalm which was dmn* 
dered forth on the occasion; and another of 
slaves, armed with bows ai^ quivers, and with 
lances, to resist any attempt at rescue, if suck 
shonld be effected. 

It wonld have required a harder heart than 
that of the unlucky Princess to have resisted 
this gloomy apparatus of fear and sorrow, sur- 
rounding, at the same time directed against, a 
beloved object, the lover of her youth, and the 
husband of her bosom, within a few minutes of 
the termination of his mortal career. 

As the mournful train approached towards 
the altar of refuge, half-encircled as it now 
was by the two great and expanded arms which 
projected from the wall, the Emperor, who stood 
directly in the passage, threw upon the flame 
of the altar some chips of aromatic wood, steeped 
in spirit of wine, which, leaping at once into 
* a blaze, illuminated the doleful procession, the 
figure of the principal culprit, and the sbves, who 
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had most of them extinguished their flambeaux 
so soon as they had served the purpose of light* 
ing them up the staircase. 

The sudden light spread from the altar feuled 
not to make the Emperor and the Princesses 
Tirible to the mournful group wMch approached 
through the hall. All halted — ^all were silent 
It was a meeting, as the Princess has expressed 
heiself in her historical work, such as took 
place betwixt Ulysses and the inhabitants of the 
other world, who, when they tasted of the blood 
of his sacrifices, recognised him indeed, but with 
empty lamentations, and gestures feeble and 
shadowy. The hymn of contrition sunk also 
into silence ; and, of the whole group, the only 
figure rendered more distinct, was the gigantic 
oxecutioner, whose high and furrowed forehead^ 
as well as the broad steel of his axe, caught and 
refiected b^k tiie bright gleam from the altar. 
Alexius saw the necessity of breaking the silence 
whidi ensued, lest it should give the intercessois 
for the prisoner an opportunity of renewing their 
entreaties. 

<* IKcephprua Briennius,*' he said, with a yoice 
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which, although generally interrupted by a slight 
hesitation, which procured him, among his ene* 
mies, the nickname of the Stutterer, yet, upon 
important occasions like the present, was so 
judiciously tuned and balanced in its sentences^ 
that no such defect was at all visible — *^ Nioe^ 
phorus Briennius," he said, '^ late Gesar, the 
lawful doom hath been spoken, that, having con- 
jspired against the life of thy rightful soverdgn 
and affectionate father, Alexius Comnenus, thou 
shalt suffer the appropriate sentence, by having 
ihy head struck from thy body. Here, there- 
fore, at the last altar of refuge, I meet thee, 
according to the vow of the immortal Constan- 
tine, for the purpose of demanding whether thou 
hast any thing to all^e why this doom should 
^ot be executed ? Even at this eleventh hour^ 
thy tongue is unloosed to speak with freedom 
.what may concern thy life. All is prepared in 
this world and in the next Look forward beyond 
yon archway — the block is fixed. Look behind 
4;hee, thou see'st the axe already sharpened — ^ihy 
place for good or evil in the next world is already 
determined— ^time flies — eternity apptoacb^s^ If 
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thou hast aught to say, speak it freely — if nought, 
confess the justice of thy sentence, and pass on 
to death." 

The Emperor commenced this oration with 
thoaei looks^4®S9ribed by his daughter as so pier- 
dng, that f^ey dazzled like lightning, and his 
periods, jliio^ precisely flowing like burning lava, 
were yet the.fipcents of a man having the power 
of absqli^te copimand, and as such produced . an 
effect not^ oi^ly.qn the criminal, but also upon 
the JPrinpe hixpsedf^ whose watery eyes and fal- 
tering vpice acknowledged his sense and feeling 
of the fatal impprt of the present moment. 

Rousing himself to the conclusion of what he 
had commenced, the Emperor again demanded 
whether the prisoner had any thing to say in his 
own defence.. 

Nicephorus was not one of those hardened cri-* 
xninals who may be termed the very prodigies of 
history, from the coolness with which they con- 
templated the consummation of their crimes, whe- 
ther in their own punishment, or the misfortunes 
of others. << I have been tempted," he said; 
dropping on his knees, ^^ and I have fallen. I 

VOL. III. G 
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iktre moAkig to allege in cacow of isy follf 

isiA i^gnkitiide; bot I stand prqHured to fie to 

expiate my guilt" A deep sigh, almost niMrawt 

ing to a aereaB^ was here heasd, d«Me behind 

'tlie ISmpemtp aad its cause aas^Bed.bythe aoct- 

. den caDclanaAioii of Irene, — <^ My lord! ray kid! 

.jOBT danghter is gone!*^ And in&ei Amn 

CoBUiCBa had sank into her laetker'samiB widH 

oat either sense or motioD. The fiUher's atten- 

.ISDiL Has inalanily called to support hj&svoenu^ 

•ddld, while tiie anhappy hnshand atroTe with 

thegaardstobe permitted to go to theassistBnca 

of hia wife. ^ Give me but fire minutes of that 

iime which the law has abridged — ^letmy effi)rts 

hmi assist in recalling her to a life whidi should 

lie as long as her yirtnes and her taleats desenre* 

and then let me die at her feet, for. I care not to 

g^ an indi beyond." 

. The Emperor, who in fact had been more 
^urtonished at the boldness and rashness of Niee- 

m 

pboniSy than alarmed by hia power, considered him 
aa a man rather misled than mialea£ng others, 
9iid felt, dierelbre, the fall effect of this lart in- 
fferriew. He was^ besides, not naturally cruely 
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ultere severities were to be enfeireed' under lut 
tfini eye. 

. ^ The divine and iimoortal Censtantine/' be 
midi ^ (fid not, I anur persuaded^ subject his de* 
seeadaats to this severe trial, in order further to 
•earch out the innocence of the crimiiials, but 
lat&er to sive to those who came after him an op« 
p»t«.ity of generously forgiving . cringe whii 
oauldnot, without pardon, the express pardon of 
die Prince, escape without punishment* I re» 
joice that I am born of the willow rathei^ than of 
the oak, and I. adknewledge my weakness, that 
net even the safety of my own life, or resentment 
of this unhappy man's treasonable machinationsi 
have the same effect widi me as the tears of my 
wife and the swooning of my daughter. Rise 
iqp, Nioephorus Briennios, freely pardoned, and 
restored even to the rank of Caesar. We will 
^rect thy pardon to be made out by the great 
Logotbete, and sealed witii the golden bull.^ For 
4B0Br-«nd-twenty hoiDS thou art a prisoner, until 
an arrangement is made for preserWng the pub- 
lie peace. Meanwhile, thou wilt remain under 
the charge of the Patriarch, who will be answesh 
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able for thy forthcoming, — ^Daug^ter and wife^ 
you must now go hence to yoor own apart- 
ment; a future time will come, during which 
you may have enough of weeping and embra- 
cing, mourning and rejoidng. Fray Heaven 
that I, who, having been trained on till I have 
sacrificed justice and true policy to uxorious 
compassion and paternal tenderness of hearty 
may not have cause at last for grieving in good 
earnest for all the events of this miscellaneous 
drama." 

The pardoned Caesar^ who endeavoured to 
regulate his ideas according to this unexpected 
change, found it as difficult to recondle himself 
to the reality of his situation as Ursel to the 
face of nature, after having been long deprived 
of enjoying it; so much do the dizziness and 
confusion of ideas, occasioned by nvoral and phy- 
sical causes of surprise and terror, resemble each 
other in their effects on the understanding. 

At length he stammered forth a request that 
he might be permitted to go forth to the field 
with the Emperor, and divert^ by the interposir 
-^on of his own body, the. traitorous, blows which 
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some desperate man might aim against that of 
the Emperor, in a day which was too likely to 
be one of danger and bloodshed. 

" Hold there !" said Alexius Comnenus;— 
" we will not begin thy newly-redeemed life by 
renewed doubts of thine allegiance; yet it is 
but fitting to remind thee, that thou art still 
the nominal and ostensible head of those who 
expect to take a part in this day's insurrection, 
and it will be the safest course to trust its pacifi-' 
cation to others than to thee. Go, sir, compare 
notes with the Patriarch, and merit your pardon 
by confessing to him any traitorous intentions 
concerning this foul conspiracy with which we 
may be as yet unacquainted. — Daughter and 
wife, farewell ! I must now depart for the lists, 
where I have to speak with the traitor Achilles 
Tatius and the heathenish infidel Agelastes, if 
he still lives, but of whose providential death I 
hear a confirmed rumour." 

** Yet do not go, my dearest father !'* said the 
Princess ; *^ but let me rather go to encourage 
the loyal subjects in your behalf. The extreme 
kindness which you have extended towards my^ 
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j^Uty husband, eonvinces me of the extent ^ef 
your aft clion towards your unworthy daughtex^ 
and the greatness of the sacrifice which you have 
made to her ahnost diildish affection for an nn- 
gratefnl man, who put your life in danger/' 

" That IS to say, daughter,'' said the Emperor, 
•miliog, ^' that the pardon of your husband is a 
boon which has lost its merit when it is g^ranted ? 
Take my advice, Anna, and think otherwise; 
wives and their husbands ought in prudence to- 
forget their oSiences towards each other as soon 
9S human nature will permit them. Ufe is toa 
i^ihort, and conjugal tranquillity too uncerla»» 
to admit of dwelling long upon such irritating 
subjects. To your apartments, Prmcesses, and 
prepare the scarlet buskins, and the embroidery 
which is displayed on the cuffs and collars of th» 
Caesar's robe, indicative of his high rank. He' 
Wxmt not be seen without them on the morrow. 
«» Reverend father, I remind you once more. 
thht the Caesar is in your personal custody irem 
this moment until to-morrow at the same hour;** 

They parted; the Emperor repairing to pi^ 
himself at the head of his Varangian guasda-^: 
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Ae ClBeaar, under tlie saperintendeiiee of die 
Patriarcb, withdrawing into tke interior of the 
Blacquemal Palace, where NicephomsBriennioB 
was under tite necessity of ^ unthreading the 
rude eye of rebellion,'' and throwing such l^;hts 
as were in his power upon the pr<^ess of tha 
conq)iracy. 

. <' Agelastes/' he said, <^ Achilles Tatius, and 
Hereward the Varangian, were the persons prin*. 
dpally intrusted in its progress. But whether 
Aey had been all true to th^ir engi^ements, ko 
did not pretend to be assured." 

In the female apartments, there was a Yicdenft. 
discussion betwixt Anna Comnena and her mo- 
liier. The Princess had undergone during the 
day many changes of sentiment and feeling ; and 
tkough they had finally united themselves into, 
one strong interest in her husband's fitvour, yet 
no sooner was the fear of his punishment remo* 
ved, than the sense of his ungrateful behaviour 
began to revive* She became sennble also that 
a woman of her extraordinary attainments, wli0. 
had been by an universal course of flattery dis- 
posed to entertain an extraordinary opinion of 
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her own oonsequence, made rather a poor fig^e 
when she had been the passive subject of a long 
series of intrigues, by which she was destined to 
be disposed of in one way or the other, according 
to the humour of a set of subordinate conspirators, 
who never so much as dreamed of regarding her 
as a being capable of forming a wish in her own 
behalf, or evenyieldingor refusinga consent Her 
fieither's authority over her, and right to dispose 
of her, was less questionable; but even then it 
was something derogatory to the dignity of a 
Princess bom in the purple^^m authoress be- 
sides, and giver of immortaUty— to be, without 
her own consent, thrown, as it were, at the head 
now of one suitor, now of another, however mean 
or disgusting, whose alliance could for the time 
benefit the Emperor* The consequence of these 
moody reflections was, that Anna Comnena 
deeply toiled in spirit for tiie discovery of some 
means by which she might assert her sullied 
dignity, and various were the expedients which 
she revolvedv 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

But now the hand of fate is on the cortainy 
And brings the scene to light. 

JDon Sebastiaru 

The gigantic trumpet of the Varangians 
sounded its loudest note of marcli, and the 
squadrons of the faithful guards, sheathed in 
complete mail, and inclosing in their centre the 
person of their Imperial master, set forth upon 
their procession through the streets of Constanti* 
nople. The form of Alexius, glittering in his 
qplendid armour, seemed no immeet central point 
for the force of an empire ; and while the citizens 
crowded in the train of him and his escort, there 
might be seen a visible difference between those 
who came with the premeditated intention of 
tumult, and the greater part, who, like the niul« 
titude of every great city, thrust each other^ and 

o2 
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shout for rapture on account of any cause for 
which a crowd may be collected t<^ether. The 
hope of the conspirators was lodged chiefly in 
the Immortal Guards, who were levied prin- 
cipally for the defence of Constantinople, par- 
took of the general prejudices of the citizens, 
and had been particularly influenced by those in 
favour of Ursel, by whom, previous to his impri- 
sonment, they had themselves been commanded. 
The conspirators had determined that those of 
this body who were considered as most disoon- 
tented, should early in the morning take po^ 
session of fhe posts in the lists most &voni«ble 
£ar Aeir purpose of assaulting the Emperor's 
person. But, in spite of all efforts short of 
actual violence, for which the time did not seem 
to be come, they found themselves disappointed 
in this purpose, by parties of the Varangian 
guards, planted with apparent carelessness, but, 
in fact, with perfect skill, for thfe prevention 
of their enterprise. Somewhat confounded at 
perceiving that a design, which they could not 
«i^pose to b^ suspected, was, nevertheless, on 
JBvery.part jContiroUed and oounter-^chedked, the 



conspiimtors began to look &r tlie principer 
jleiBoiis of their own pwrty, on wliom thsy 
depended for orders in thk emergency; bixt 
neither the^Csesar nor Agelastes were to be seen^ 
whether in the lists or on the military march from 
Constantinople; and thoagh Achilles Taliiis rode 
in &e latter assembly, yet it might be clearly 
obsenred that he was rather attending upon the 
ProtoHspathaire, than assuming that independ- 
ence as an officer which he loved to affecft 

In this manner, as the En^ror with his giil»^ 
tering bands approached the phalanx of Taneitui 
and his followers, who were drawn up, it wSl be^- 
remembered, upon a rising c£^ between dtfr 
city and the lists, the main body of the Iffipeiiail' 
procession deflected in some degree from the' 
straight road, in order to march past thefm with«* 
out interruption ; while the P^oto-spathaire and 
&e Acolyte passed under the escort of a band 
of Varangians, to bear the Emperor's enquinwi: 
to Prince Tancred, concerning the purpose *rf - 
his being there widi his band. The short match 
was soon performed — ^the large trumpet which r 
attended the two officers sounded ^ a :parl6yy and. 
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Tancred himselfy remarkable for that personal 
beauty whidi Tasso has preferred to any of the 
cnisadersy except Rinaido d'Este, the creature 
of his own poetical imagination, advanced to par« 
ley with them. 

« The En^eror of Greece," said the Proto- 
spathaire^ to Tancred, ^^ requires the Prince of 
Otranto to show, by tiie two high officers who. 
shall deliver him this message, with what purpose 
he has returned, contrary to his oath, to the right 
side of these straits ; assuring Prince Tancred, at 
the same time^ that nothing will so much please 
the EmpenMT, as to receive an answer not at 
variaacewith his treaty with tiie Duke of Bouil* 
Ion, and the oath which was taken by the crusa* 
ding nobles and their soldiers ; since that would 
enable the Emperor, in conformity to his own 
wishes, by his kind reception of Prince Tancred. 
and his troop, to show how high is his estima* 
tion of the dignity of the one, and the bravery of 
both. — We wait an answer." 

The tone of the message had nothing in it 
very alarming, and its substance cost Prince 
Tancred very Uttie trouble to answer, << The. 
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cause/' lie said, *^ of the Prince of Otranto ap- 
pearing here with fifty lances, is this cartel, in 
which a combat is appointed betwixt Nicephorus 
Briennius, called the Csesar, a high member of 
this empire, and a worthy knight of gpreat £une, 
the partner of the Pilgrims who have taken the 
Cross, in their high vow to rescue Palestine 
from the infidels. The name of the said Kiiight 
is the redoubted Robert of Paris. It becomes, 
therefore, an obligation indispensable upon the 
Holy Pilgrims of the Crusade, to send one chief 
of their number, with a body of men-at-arms, 
suffident to see, as is usual, fair play between 
the combatants. That such is their intention, 
may be seen from their sending no more than 
fifty lances, with their furniture and following ;; 
whereas it would have cost them no trouble to 
have detached ten times the number, had they 
nourished any purpose of interfering by force, 
or disturbing the fair combat which is about to 
take place. The Prince of Otranto, therefore, 
and his followers, will place themselves at the 
disposal of the Imperial Court, and witness the 
proceedings of the combat, with the most perfect^ 
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confideiioe lluit the mles of fidr IrnMe will be 
pancCaally obtenred.** 

The two Gieoian oflieen tnuumilted iUb iqpljr 
to die Empennr, who heard it with p U a mue ; 
aod, immediitely proceeding to aet itpaa die 
principle which he had laid down, oFnndntHidBi^ 
peace, if poarible, widi the croBaders, naned 
Prince Tancred with the Proto-qpathaiie aa 
Held Mawihals of the Hsii, fidly empowerad, 
under the Emperor, to decide all the tema of 
tiie combat, and to hare recoorae to Alerina 
himself where their i^iniona diiagfeed. Tbii 
waa made . known to the asabtanla, who were 
thna prepared for the entry into the liati of the 
Grecian officer and the Italian Prince in fatk 
armour, while a solemn proclamation amionnoed 
to all the spectators their solemn office. The 
same annimciation commanded the assiBtantB of 
every kind to clear a convenient part of the 
seats which snrromided the lists on one side, that^ 
it might serve for the accommodation •of Prince- 
Tancred's followers. 

- Achilles Tatius, who was a heedfal observer of 
all these passages, saw with alarm, that by ^e^ 
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last coUoeatton tbe anned Latzas wese mtarposed 
between tbe Immortal Gmurds and tiie dncmi* 
tented citizens, which made it most probable that 
the eonspiracy was discorered, and that AkxioB^ 
fevmd he had a good right to redcon npon die 
assistance of Tancred and his fbrees in the task 
of suppressing it. This, added to the cold aad' 
caustic manner in which the Emperor oommu- 
nicated his commands to him, made the Acolyte 
of opinion, ihat liis best chance of escape from 
die danger in which he was now placed, was, that > 
the whole conspiracy should fall to the ground^ 
and that the day should pass without die leart 
attempt to dliake the throne of Alexius Comne* 
nus« J!lven then it continued highly doubtfid^ 
whether a despot, so wily and so suspicious as 
the Emperor, would think it sufficient to aest 
satisfied with the private knowledge of the under*, 
taking, and its fidlure, with which he appeared 
to be possessed, without putting into exercise 
the bow-strings and the blinding-irons of Ae* 
mutes of the interior. There was, however^ 
little possibility either of flight or of resistance^ 
The least attempt to withdraw himself from the 
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nagUMRnliood of those findiliil fi»Ilowoi8 of the 
Emperor, penonal foes of his own, bywhcm he 
gradoalljr and more dosely s ui r oun ded, be- 
eadi moment more periknis, and more eer- 
tsin to provoke a rupture iHiidi it wm the inte* 
rest of the weaker purtjr to delay, wiA wfaafr> 
ever difficulty* And nhile the sddien under 
Adiilles's immediate authority seemed still to 
treat him as dieir superior office, and iqppeal to 
him for the word of command, it seemed to be- 
come more and more evident that the slightest 
dq^ree of snqpiciim iriiich should be excitedly 
would be the instant ^;nal f^^ his being placed 
under airesL With a trembling hear^ there- 
fore, and eyes dimmed by the poweifid idea of 
soon parting widi the light of day, and all that 
it made visible, the Aoidyte saw himself crai- 
demned to watch the turn of circumstances^ oyer 
which he could have no influence, and to con- 
tent himself with waiting the result <tf a drama^ 
in which his own life was concerned, allhoogh 
the piece was played by others. Indeed, it seenn 
od as if through the whole assembly some signal 
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was waited for, wliich no one was in readiness 
to give. 

The discontented citizens and soldiers looked 
in vain for Agelastes and the Caesar ; and when 
they observed the condition of Achilles Tatiiis^ 
it seemed such as rather to express doubt and 
consternation, than to give encouragement to the 
hopes they had entertained. Many of the lower 
classes, however, felt too secure in their own 
insignificance, to fear the personal consequences 
of a tumult, and were desirous, therefore, to pro* 
voke the disturbance, which seemed hushing 
itself to sleep. 

A hoarse murmur, which attained almost the 
importance of a shout, exclaimed, — ^^ Justice, 
justice ! — Ursel, Ursel ! — The rights of the 
Immortal Guards !'^ &c. At this the trumpet of 
the Varangians awoke, and its tremendous tones 
were heard to peal loudly over the whole assem* 
bly, as the voice of its presiding deity. A dead 
silence prevailed in the multitude, and the voice 
of a herald announced, in the name of Alexius 
Comnenus, his sovereign will and pleasure. 

<< Citizens of the Roman empire, your com- 
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plunti, stined op by factions men, haye readied 
tlie ear of your Emperor ; you shall youiselres 
be witness to Ms power of gratifying his people. 
At your request, and before your own sight, the 
visual ray whidi hath been quenched shall be 
re-illumined — the mind whose efforts were re- 
stricted to the imperfect supply of individoal 
wants, shall be again extended, if such is the 
owner^s will, to the chaise of an ample Tlieme 
er division of the empire. Political jealousy, 
■lore hard to receive conviction than the blind 
to receive sight, shall yield itself conquered, by 
the Emperor's paternal love of his pe<qple, and 
his desire to g^ve them satis£eu^n* Ursel, the 
darling of your wishes, suj^posed to be hn^ dead, ' 
or at least believed to exist in blinded sedosimi, 
is restored to you well in health, dear in eye- 
sight, and possessed of every Acuity necessary 
to adorn the Emperor's &vour, or merit the aSBO<^ 
tion of the peopW 

As the hendd thus spoke, a figure, wfaick had . 
hitlararto. stood shrouded l^ehind some officers cf > 
the interior, now stepped frrth, and flinging; 
fromihim a dusisy veil, in which he wes wrapt, 
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aj^efmBd in a dazzling scarlet garment, of wUdi 
^e fileeves and buskins displayed those omfr- 
ments which expressed a rank nearly adjacent 
to that of the Emperor himself. He held in his 
hand a sihrer truncheon, liie badge of delegated 
oonunand over the Immortal Guards, and, kneel-*' 
ing'be£Rre the Emperor, preaentedit to his haakls, 
intimating a virtual resignation of the eommajid 
wlnxji it implied. The whole anembly were 
electrified At iiie appearsnee iX a peeson long 
supposed either dead, or by cmel meeiHS rendered 
incapable of public trust Some recognised the 
man, whose appearance vand features were not. 
easily forgot, and giatiilated him upon his most* 
imexpected return to the service of Ms country. 
Others stood suspended in amazement, not know- * 
ing whfifher to trnflrt; their eyes, while a, few ^ 
tenodned nudecontents eagerly pressed upon the 
assembly an allegation that the person piesented 
as Ursel was only a counterfeit, and the whole 
a trick of {he iEintperor. 

-^ Speak to them, noble Uisel," eaid thas Ea- 
perar. -^ Tell them, that if I have sinned agaiBat 
thee, it has been becaive I was deceived, and : 
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diat my diqpomtion to make ihee amends is as 
mple as ever was my purpose of doing thee 
wrong/* 

^ Friends and countrymen/' said Ursel, turn- 
ing himself to the assembly, ^< his Imperial Ma- 
jesty permits me to offer my assurance^ that if 
in any former part of my life I haye suffered at 
his hand, it is more than wiped out by the feel- 
ings of a moment so glorious as this; and that I 
am well satisfied, from the present instant, to 
spend what remains of my life in the service of 
the most generous and beneficent of sovereigns, 
or, with his permission, to bestow it in prepa- 
™& ^y devotional exercises, for an infinite im- 
mortality to be spent in the society of saints and 
angels. Whichever choice I shall make, I reckon 
that you, my beloved countrymen, who have 
remembered me so kindly during years of dark- 
ness and captivity, will not £Edl to afford me the 
advantage of your prayers/' 

This sudden apparition of the long-lost Uisel 
had too much of that which elevates and sur- 
prises not to captivate the multitude, and they 
sealed their reconciliation with three tremen* 
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dous shouts, wluch are said so to hare shaken 
the air, that birds, incapable of sustaining them- 
selves, sunk down exhausted out of their native 
element. 



VM -€017111 BOBBBT OF FARiat 



CHAPTER IX. 



'' Wliat, leave the combat out !** exdaimed tlie knight. 
** Y«t ! or we must renonnoe the Stagyrite.*' 
** So large a crowd the stage will ne'er contain.** 
.__« Then build a new, or act it on a plain." 

Pots. 



The sounds of the gratulating shout had ex- 
panded over the distant shores of the Bosphoros 
by mountain and forest, and died at length in the 
£Bui;hest echoes, when the people, in the silence 
which ensued, appeared to ask each other what 
next scene was about to adorn a pause so solemn 
and a stage so august. The pause would proba- 
bly have soon given place to some new clamour, 
for a multitude, from whatever cause assembled, 
seldom remains long silent, had not a new sig- 
nal from the Varangian trumpet given notice of 
a fresh purpose to solicit their attention. The 
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iibit.bad somelliiDg in its tone spirit-stimi^ 
and yet melancholy^ parts^ing both of the eha*^ 
riActer of'a pmnt of war, and of die doleful sounds 
which might be chosen to announce an executiiMi 
tif peculiar solemnity. Its notes were high and 
widely extended, and prolonged and long dwdt 
upon, 3& if the brazen clamour had been waked 
by somethii^ more tremendous than the Itu^ 
.of. mere mortals* 

Tlie multitude appeared to aeknowle^e these 
awful sovndsf which were indeed such as hsibiti* 
ually solicited their attention to Imperial edicts 
<o£me]aiieholy iHq>ort, by which rebellions were 
aonomieed, dooms of treason discharged, and 
other tidings of a great and alElecting import in- 
timated to the people of Constantinople* Whezi 
the truB^t had in its turn ceased, with its thrill* 
iBg and doleful nc^es, to agitate the im m cn s f 
assembly^ the voice of the herald agaia addressed 
them. 

. It anootuieed in a grave and affecting stram^ 
thaet it sometibnesr chanced bow the pe«^le fidled 
m their duty to a J90Tereigi% who was isnto theai 
aa afakher,. and bow it became the painful dalj^ 
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of the prince to use the rod of correction rather 
than the oliyo sceptre of mercy. 

^ Fortunate," continued ihe herald, ^< it is, 
^en the supreme Deity, having taken on him- 
self the preservation of a throne, in beneficence 
and justice resembling his own, has also assumed 
the most painful task of his earthly del^;ate, by 
ptmishing those whom his unerring judgment 
acknowledge as most guilty, and leaving to his 
Bubititute the more agreeable task of pardoning 
tudi of those as art has misled, and treachery 
lath, involved in its snares. 

'* Such being the case, Greece and its acoom* 
panying Themes, are called upon to listen and 
learn that a villain, named Agelastes, who had 
insinaated himself into the fiivour of the Empe- 
ror, by affectation of deep knowledge and severe 
virtue, had formed, a treacherous plan for the 
murder of the Emperor Alexius Comnenus, and 
a revolution in tbe state. This person, who, 
under pretended wisdom, hid the doctrines. of a 
heretic and the vices of a sensualist^ had found 
proselytes to his doctrines even among the Em-* 
peror's household, and those persons who were 
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most bound to Iiim, and down to the lower order, 
to excite the last of whom were dispersed a mii^ 
titude of forged rumours, simUar to those c<m^ 
ceming UrsePs death and blindness, of which 
your own eyes have witnessed the falsehood.* ' 

The people, who bad hitherto listened in si- 
lence, upon this appeal broke forth in a damor^ 
ous assent. They had scarcely been again silent, 
ere the iron-voiced herald continued his.proda* 
mation. 

<^ Not Korah, Dathan, and Abiram/' he said,. 
*' had more justly, or more directly, fallen under 
the doom of an offended Deity, than this villaiB, 
Agelastes. The steadfast earth gaped to devour 
the apostat;e sons of Israel, but the termination 
of this wretched man's existence has been, as &r 
as can now be known, by the direct means of an 
evil spirit, whom his own arts had evoked iifto 
the upper air. By this spirit, as would appear 
by the testimony of a noble lady, and other fe- 
males, who witnessed the termination of his life, 
Agelastes was strangled, a fate well becomings 
his odious crimes. Such a death, even of a 
guilty man, must, indeed, be most painful to &^ 
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feeliegs <^ tbe Eanperor, because it is- 
•Tolyes sufferiiig b*yond this world. But the 
•awful catastrophe cieirjies with it this comfort^ 
that it absolves the Emperor from the necessity 
of carrying any farther a vengeance which Hear 
-Ten itself seems to have limited to the exemplary 
'{Niiushment of the principal conspirator. Some 
rdianges of <^ces and situations shall be mad^ 
fat the sake of safety and good order; but the 
secret, who had, or who had not, been concerned 
,in UUs awful crime, shall sleep in the bosoms of 
ihe persons themselves implicated, since the 
(jSmperor is determined to dismiss their oflfeace 
ftifm his memory, as the effect of a transient 
idelosion. Let all, therefore, who now hear me, 
whatever consciousness they may possess of a 
iknowledge of what was this day intended, return 
<|0 their houses, assured that their own dioughts 
•will be their only punishment. Let them re- 
joice that Almighty goodness has saved them 
^m the meditations of their own hearts, and, 
sa^^eording to the affecting language of Scripture, 
.*-*^^ Let them repent and sin no more, lest a 
g^Tse thing befall them,'' 
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TKe Voice of the herald then ceased, and wad 
again answered by the shotitg of the audience^ 
These were unanimous ; for circumstances con^ 
tributed to convince the malecontent party that 
they stood at the Sovereign's mercy, and the 
edict that they heard having shown his acqusdnt^ 
ance with their guilt, it lay at his pleasure to let 
loiise upon them the strength of the Varang{aii% 
Vhile, from the terms on which it had pleased 
}dm to receive Tancred, it was probable that th* 
-Apuleian forces were also at his dispo^sd. 

The voices, therefore, of the bulky Stephanos;, 
of Harpax the centurion, and other rebels, b6th 
<)f the camp and city, were the first to tliunder 
forth their gratitude for the clemency of ihk 
Emperor, and their thanks to Heaven for hia 
.preservation. 

The audience, reconciled to the thoughts 0£ 
the discovered and frustrated conspiracy, began 
meantime, according to their custom, to turti 
themselves to the consideration of the matt^ 
^ich had more avowedly called them togethef^ 
<ad private whispers, swelling by degrees inio 
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murmurs^ begun to express the dissatis&cdon of 
(he citizens at Dein^ thus long assemDled, with- 
out receiving any communication reqpecong the 
announced purpose of their meetmg, 

Alexius was not slow to perceive the tendency 
of their thoughts ; an^ on a signal from his 
hani^ the trumpets olew a point of war, in sotmds 
jar more lively than those which had prefaced 
.the Imperial edict. ^^ Robert, Count of Paris,^ 
then said a herald, ^ art thou here in thy place^ 
or by knightly proxy, to answer the challenge 
brought against thee by his Imperial I£ghness 
.Kicephorus Bnennius, Caesar of this empire ^ 

The Emperor conceived himself to have equal- 
ly provided^ against the actual appearance at this 
4^ of either of the parties named, and had 
prepared an exhibition of another ionj, nainely, 
certain cages, tenanted by wild animals, which 
being "now loosen!^,^' should do their pleasure 
with each othenn the eyes of the assembly. His 
astonishment and contusion, tnereiore, were g^eat, 
.when, as tne last note of the proclamation died 
in the echo, Counrltobert of Fans sto6d forth, 
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liim from within the curtainecl enclosurei at one 

end of the Iists^ as if ready to niount ^t the sig'* 

■• <• •'.111 ■'I ^jfti- ^'.'..1 i.T. ; r^.. .. *^ 

nal of the mfurshal. 

The alaqn and the shame that were vbible in 
every coontenapce near the Jmperial presence,: 
when no Cbssbx came forth in like &shion to 
confirQ^t the foripidable ^rs^k, were, not of }ong 
duration. Hardly had the style and title of the 
Count of Paris been duly announced by the he- 
raids, ai^d their second supimojns of his anta^o- 
n|^ uttered in (ijue form** when a person, dressed 
l]|ke one o^ th|^ Varangian Guards, sprip^^^to^ 
the lists, and announced himself as ready to do 
battle in .the name and place of the Caesar 
Nicephorus Briennius,|ind for the honour of the 
empire. t 

Alexius, with .the utmost loy, beheld this un- 

••;ij^r/'iTi 1T''j!» .J, riii.'oTI^ .IriifFoi/ //Off * 

expected assistance, and readily .eave his consent 
to the bold soldier, who stood, thus forward in- 
the hour of utmost need, to takcruppn himself 
die 4^gefou8 omc^e of c^a^pion.. He, the more 
readily acquiesced, as, from the size and appear*^ 
ance of the soldier,' and the gallant bearing he- 
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6iq>Iaye4» he li«d no doubt of lii^xndiyidiial per- 
80IU. aad fiiUy confide in liis inftlQur. BuftCdiatte 
Twcred interposed bis oppo^Uoo*. 

<' The lists," be said, << were only open to 
knights and nobles; Ws aX any mte^ men were 
2iot pennitted to meet therein wbo were not of 
some equality of birth and blood > nor could, be 
Temain a silent witness where the laws of cbi«- 
i»^ were in sueh respects forgotten." . 
. <* Let Count Robert of Paris," said the Ya^ 
rangian, ^* look upon my countenance, and say 
vhether he has not, by promise, removed all ob- 
jection to our contest which might be founded 
upon an inequality of condition^ and let him 
be judge himself, whether, by meeting me in 
Uiis field) he wiU. do more than comply with a 
compact which he has long since become, bound 
by." 

CouAt Robert, upon this appeal, advanced}^ 
%nd acknpwledgisd, without further debate, tbal^ 
ziotwitlvstanding their difference of rank, he held- 
bjwelf bound by his solenm word to gire this^ 
vaUant soldier a meeting in the field* That boi 
tS^eV^ip on aoooifnt of this .gallant man's oni-* 
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nent virtues, and the faigli services he had t^^- 
oeired at his hands, that they should now sttmdi 
upon terms of snch bloody arbitration ; but smce , 
nothing was more common, than that the fate 

of war called on friends to meet each other in 

* 

mortal combat, he would not shrink from the 
engagement he had pledged himself to ; nor did- 
he think his quality in the slightest degree, 
infringed or diminished, by meeting in battle a 
warrior so well known and of such good account 
as Hereward, the brave Varangian. He added^^ 
that *^ he willingly adTmitted that the combats 
should take place on foot, and with the battle-) 
sixe, which was the ordinary weapon of the 
Varangian guard." ; 

' Herewdrd had stopd' still, almost like a statue!^ 
Irhile this discourse passed ; but when the Count 
6f Paris had made this speech, he inclined hiJB^ 
self towards him with a graceful obeisance, and 
Expressed himself honoured and gratified by the 
manly manner in which the Count acquitted 
himself, according to his promise, wfth complete 

honour and fidelity. » 

^ WhaX we are to do,'' said Count Robextl 
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with a agH of regretj'w&Sdft ^yen his l&ve of 
battle could not 'prevent; ^^let^iid do quldkljr; 
the lieaii may l>e affected,' but 'ttkk tiand must do 

teduty.^ • . 

Hereward assented, wiAi the additional te- 
mark, ^* Let us then lose no more time, which 
is already flying fiist.^ And, grasping his axe, 
he stood prepared for combat. 

^ I also am ready,*^ said Count Robert of 
Paris, taking the same weapon from a Varangian 
soldier, who stood by the lists. Both were im- 
mediately upon the alei^ nor did farther forma 
or circumstances put oi the intended combat. 

The firvt blows were given and pai'ried with 
great caution, and PrinCe Tancred ^d' others 
thought, that on the part of Count' Hobcirt the 
caution was much greater ihan 'u6a!ar;'biif^ in 
combat as in 'food, the lappedte increases with 
the exercise, ine fiercer passiOHs began, as 
usuat^' to Waken wit&' ihe clajslli'of arms and the 
sense of deacl^y btows,' some of tt^Kich n^ere nikde 
with great j^ury oh eidiel^ sS^e, aind parried with 
con8iaerat)le difficulty^ and not' so completely 
but what blood flowed on both their parts. The 
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GreeJw . lo<*«4,,?Jritl^„apJ^n|slmien^^ off. a nng]e • 

dealt by either Mrarrior, and expected w;ith each 
strok?^!^^ ^Pp%?o^^pf oqe 9r other.of the cijip- 

■ed soiQieivh^t equally matched, although ihose 
who judged with mc|re pretension to knowledge, 
vfCT^ o£ (minion, 4)iat Count Robert spared, put- 
ing i<fj:th. tsome part of the military skill for 
which he was* celebrated; aind the remark was 
g^jcu^Uy; mad^ and allpwed, t^t he had sur* 
renderied a, gjreat advance by not insisting 
upon his right, to fight upon horseback. Ou fhe 

ojihef ^^4^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^6P^<4 opinion that the 
g^Ua^t^ y^^p^ian^ opiitted to take adyant^e of 
one or two opportunities anorded him by the heat 
ot<?.ount Robert's, temper, who obviously was 
inceQse.d at the duration of the^^iombat. 

W<?»ffp^ 8^<^,,^,^on ^«^e^^r,^jT,^Uc^^was, 

h2 
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tke Vkraogka reeled^ and seemed in tike ad of 
£dJi&g to die earth. The uamlaoiuid. made bj 
speotatan at ths.s%ktof any pauifnl or unplea^ 
sant' ckfniiiaiMW) by immmg iJm bieadi be- 
t«i«en the teetb^ vae amddMly heard to paas 
threugli tke aesembly^ while a female veiee 
lead and eagerly ezdaimedy-*-*'' Count Robert 
of Pans I — foi^et not tUs diqr that thoa oweit a 
Ii& to Hearen and me." The Count was in the 
act of again aeoending htt blov^ with what effeet 
ooald hardly be judged, wben thia cry leaehed 
his aai% and apparently took away hk diqposi- 
tion for fiorther combat. 

<^ I acknowledge the debt," he aaiii sinking 
Us battle-axf , and retreating two steps from hk 
antagonist, who stood in astonishment, scaxeely 
nseorered from the stunning effeiNiiif the Uow. 
by which hn was so needy prostrated* He sunk 
the blade, of his batCl^axe in imitation of his 
antagonist^ mid seemed to wait in suspense what 
Vas to be the nexjL process of the combat* . ^^ I- 
ncknowledge my debt," said the Ysliaut Count 
of Paris, ^^ alike to Berthi^ of Britain and to the 
Abnighty, who. has preserved me from t^e crkne 
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of UAgivtefiBl blood^uillinefls;— ^You hare seen* 
ib» figi^ gomAemtaii'^ tarniDg to Tttiofed and 
Ids obivabjr^ ^* and can testifjv <m your honoiiry 
tiiat it has been maintaiped faiyly oa balk sideUf. 
and wiliioiit advantage on estken I prtACsne my 
bononrable antagonist has by tbis time salkfied^ 
tile desire wbieh brought me under bis challenge^ • 
and which certainly had no taite in it ^ per*^^ 
i^cMial or private quarrel. On 9sy part^ I retittiir 
towards him such a sense of personal. oldigatmi 
as would render my continuing this combat, un** 
less compelled to it by self^efence, a shameful 
and sinful action." 

. Aieadus gladly embraced the terms of tn»c^ , 
whiiii he was fer from expecting, and iiaew 
difwtk his warder^ in signal Aal the duel wasi 
^ided. Tancred, though soeoewhat surprised,. 
a»d perhaps ereu' scandalized, that a priTiite^ 
soldier of the Emperor's^ guard should baTe so 
kng resisted thte utmost efforts. of so approved a 
knight, coidd not but own that the combat had 
been fought with perfect fairness and eijnalityy 
and deeded upon terum dkhonoarable:to neithei; 
party. The Count's character being well known 
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and estaUid^ «lDMnv;9tf tkejr* 

were eomfeUe^,l^.i\^^iev(^*,iiifiJ^>S^^ 

whkcfh Tf^rj eoj^fimY P ^ gfW^ pYaetf«e» he 
had pi^osed a ceajuttiAi^ of .^ oai|i|i>atr b«&i«>it 
was brougbltaadeadly^ or aA least to itdeciaiTQ 
oondnsios. The edict; of the JBo^eirair upon the 
occasioiiy therefona, passed into a law» ada»ow* 
ledged by the assent of .the duefii furesenl^ and 
especiall y Mxrml and jpratnlated by ihe.4haats 
of the assembled qpeotatois*- . . 

But perhaps the most interesting figure in the 
assembly was, that of the b«ld Vaiangiany turrived 
so sudden]^ at a promotioo oLwIkary mboiwiii 
wluch the extseme difficult7.heihadiexBezieoiBC)d 
in keepiiig his g^mi4^ against .iQatnt. Hubert 
had pr^ Yenf^ hijQ^ ^9n^^^i4p¥ltii9g» alihe^gfe 

H? ?tW(^4j? iJWfW^^.pfi the»listt,»bis ifem mxir 
dY,y/^^^^ff^^(^^ p|;<th^4^fabat, mi »otil« 
so (T^^ tl^ 9i(4^i(.q9^s«jlpvs9^as fwpeu.t^iliie 
plainness and ^ui^^q^ty 9! his; charaQteiv i«hioh 
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Hf^ dkooxtiserl^Ki by fiMtog^Uihself ' the central 
point of the^gae^'^t&eii^tiltHtick; 

^^ Speak ta !tt«,^«ry'»6ldii^^^^ iAdd Aleidas, 
gttoiigiy'dffeet^df tP^ Ibe'^rAtHtid^ wUdi he' felt 
iras'tbie' to* H^ifewtatdupt^ti 00 isingu]^ im occa- 
sion^ ' ^^speilk to* tMn& YMsp^UKft tA \Aa istipeiiof, 
fer snob duwr ttft at tliiir niomeat, tod tell Mm if 
tbere iflf any lnllIUle^, even at tljie 'expense of Iialf 
U» Ungdoia, to aton^ foi^^ own life saved, and, 
what is yet dearer, im tke lieiiottir of hia cotmtry, 
which thou hast so maitf ally defended and pre- 
served.**- • -• •' '■' • • 

** My Loid;^ ^afidwered Hereward, . ** your 
Impedai H^kiess valtieis my poor scarvices over 
highiy,<aftd ottght -to attribtite them to the noMe 
Coutt^^of <Pai!s;^ft1^'fdf^hi^'Coiide9eetiding to 
ac0ep4 • )df <atf ' ttfttbg^iiistf '^^ lid'^an iii 'q[aaHty as 
myc^lf $^'Md H6^t;"k* ^6rbtisl^ ieMcj^iiiiihing 
vSctbty>^<^n^>h^<^hff fi^^iUMeV^i! it^'jiy aii 
addltiittHil blow^'f^'i he^ibhfbiib bbk;^'yo^r 
MajMyj'my.bi^e^hi<eiy,'<ii]ia Hfiy "^^nifd^d 'Gre- 
dabs^^thatiifty ^(f^^'W^'(6'^^^ Hnk dbmbat 
was Mded, when die g^atif €otih% by his gene- 
rosity, put a stop to if 
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Do not thyself that wfong^ bmve BBan^** 
said Count Robert; '<ftr I vowtoour Ladjr of 
the BrdLen Lances, that thd eonbat upos yet 
ivhhm the uadetenmned dcxmi of Frovideiiee^ 
when the pressvi^ <xf my own^feelii^ rendeeecl 
mr meapable of oontmiing it^ to the moessary 
hann, perhtqas-to the iBortal ianmgey of an aiit^ 
gtcMusttowhonilowesoiBwehkiiidiiessA Cftoose^ 
therefore, the reomnpense whsdi die geneioat^ 
of thy Eoqieior offeie m a manner so just and. 
g^ratefttl^ and fear not lest nratal Tsiee pM*' 
Bounces that reward unmerited which Robert of ' 
Paris dball afooeh with his sword t» haire been 
gaUantly wen npon his own csest'^ 

^* Yon are too ^eat, my lord, and too noble^" 
answered the Anglo-Saxon, ^^ to be gwhwaid 
by such as I am, and I most not awaken ncrw 
strife between us by ccmtesting the eiifcomstanees 
under 'whidi our* combat sosaddenly^doeed^ m^. 
would it be wise or pnadent in me ftirther to: 
oontradiet yon. My noble Emperor generously 
offers me the right <^ naming what he calls aqr^ 
recompense ; bat let not his generosity be dis.^ 
praised, although it is hum yoa^ myiotd, andi 
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not front iiis Imperial Highnew^ thai I am to 
ask a boon^ taine tke>deiire6t.towUehjiiy.v(ttee: 

^^ And tbat," said theiCount^ *^ has refertnce 
to fieriha, ftbe ftilbful aHendaali ai my wife ?" 

. *' Eiren so/^said Horcipaitl; ^ it it. Bay pro* 
poaal to requflfit my diadmrg e from the Vasan^ 
giaa guards aad: permiflaioB to aharo/in your 
locdflhip'B pious aad hoaoaraUe YOw;for tlie re- 
covery <^ Palestine^ wiili liberty to fight under 
yoar honoured b«im«, and pemissioafrom time 
to time to recommend my loye-suit to Bertha, 
the j^tendant of the Coimtess dE Eari% imd the 
hope that it may find faYOW in the eyes of, her 
noble lord and lady. I may thus finally hope to 
be restcared'to a country^ which I. have nerer 
ceased to love oyer.tbe rest of tl^ world." 

. *^ Thy .^rvice» noble. seldjier>'' said the Coimt^ 
^^ dialL beias aocepytable to. me as.that of , a born 
earl; noris there an oppcnrtuiuty of. aoquiring' 
honour which I can shsqpo 6n thee, twt.which^. 
aa it occurs, I will not gladly prefer thee« I will 
not boast of what interest I have» with tho. Kong) 
of Eogjaod, but sometMng I can do with hii%; 
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tkee in thine own beloved nadve.ffmi^f.Hi - ',,* 

lteftMix«wk«Klibiiuif^')riiiim!r 4^)|ii^;Bq^j^(^ 
and ijni^anjr gnUARt 9Uii^i3f»)K>v«:fd^iym^9lif 
bold.a9d'trqi9;iVi^naigiiM» Qq9t^«tb^t!ir/^i9i(Kii)4 
rather- itfihrei.lprt tki^.bi%ht^ . j^pel ,^«npi_«M|? 
XmpeniaLcpMti) t]im<l»aTe xdp%iM6had tbe jw* 
vioe^ofduB.tiu^'and^UifiU Apgla^^Saffion. J3i^ 
sanc»'gQlke^nui9t wd^willy it«}iallbe;p»jsta)^ 
to distingaioli bm hf sufih iBsirJa^4>£beii^fioepi^ 
as maynudfie it IqofM^ thsoi^ lus future.Ji^^ 
that he ktb» perMn to> w}ia» the £q)f>^pz! 
Aleecw. Conmenus adoiowledg^ a diebfc <l9fS!?r 
thaatUsimppr^ QtHiId.di^ehfxge. y^i^ ^y Jtiocd 
Tanffed>:}Md. jronir fi:i|ieq)l4 \^!a4e^:,wiU4f^ 
with «» tUilt <^^W^. w4i <«h>Wnw^ :FWWp 
yell^.ho]|o^]^lWdll^^£g^99rJ »|-: 

tbfl[v*4i|;illll J^l^fim^9Mlfi}^S^vi'i'Ah -jilt to tLi,i-:,n -% 



» .^ 



.!^ 
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into iMxSiniMlfitjr fanb^'fot tb« |»iiippQcie' o£idieir 
return to' th^'dky.'*^^^ '^'' ii'»y«4Mi •) *v. *;.!••»! 

The'dtre^tiid (of wom^ii^iisudti^lily attist^aAf^e- 
ly r^^d^'^^ flf^ fli^ti'fhin^xihttewrrttBtted tke 
depffi^tili*^ ol' ' tht' ' ttk^Uilttil^ whfAu^: t)M»e> • who 
gltmc^fd't^^i^'^efiF biM^, M^Syivbnythd great 
ouranHyertatig, {m>da^' Muisdf ^ iir th^ luAsy to 
their sttiprideatid astdnishmettt* 1%^ wHHiieii^ 
and itiany^ftis^meh wh^^it'^ei^'p^^cisdnt, iili^ 
cui^tdM^d t6 the/ ^£tatly ' look and savage ^ppeav^ 
ane^' of a efefattite M^xtreL^dixiaiyi miMd a y^ll 
of teiror'so lofltiP, tbilt it difi^mpoii^d^Oi animal 
who was ^e occtt^ion of its beings toteeA '6y\^ 
van, -lit the ebtirse'^f the nSght, bavitig ^doaped 
over t^e gardM-waU^of ' Ag^ln^t^ aHf^i^Ifititiyemd 

hiding^ Mmi^eirih'^ft^ ^i§ whi^W^^^iif ihe aet 
of hdn^ li^bs^ ' hat^fif^ifbiiad^ ltt^blftg(^lai;ei in 

tors. Filonbii f%i&^ fa9*W^''^^r<6NliM^dieMSf^<^% 
the tumult of the disperoli^dMiyiMiy, llOl^^had 
been c6tDp^lkfd,4hei>tf<liW^^«^^ld^W^ppiiar- 
ance in publte i^hen'liK^toM dtei»i»tg#4^ tkat un- 
like that of the cdebrated PufUedimlto^ at the 
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coimcbuitm o£ bw mm drama, npfatn lie enteiBin 
mortal strife mik the foul fiend kimaelf, a seens 
wbkh mmrc^ imdim mme. teni». Binoag ^e 
jttiQiiilft andieitoe^ tlHm did the wiezpected appar* 
rifioB eC Syfarm ameng the spectators of the 
diieL Bvwv urere bent attd jareliiia pointed by 
the braver part of the soldieryv against an ani^ 
nud of an appearance so amUgaoiis, and when 
hie uncommon sixe and grizzly look cansed most 
who beh^ him to suppose either tiiie devil hin^ 
self) or llie apparition of some fiendidi deity of 
ancient days, whom the heathens woishipped« 
Sylvan had so ^ improved sneh opportnnitaes. 
as had been afforded him, as to beconMe suffi- 
ciently aware that the attitudes assumed by so > 
many military men, inferred immediate danger 
to his persott, ttom whieb he hastened 4o shelter 
Mmself by flying^ to-the protection of Mertmmedf 
witb'nton he-had been in some degree famb* 
liarized; He seized hhn, accotdin^y, by jdie 
cloalc, and, by the ai)9ord<and adarmed look ef 
Mefimtastiie ftwtmrei^ and a certain wiU and gib** 
berfaig ehatter^iendean^sved toexprf»» hie fear 
attd/ to ask protection. Heareitwd understood the 
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terrified creature^ and* turning te the fimpero^s * 
tluroney said aLoud^ — ^< Poor firightened being, 
tarn thy- petition, and gestoreB^ and tones, to a 
quatteo whidi, having to-*day pardoned- so many 
offences wiiidi were wilAsiUy and matkieiidy 
s<&eitted) will not be, I am sure, obdurate to suok^ 
as theiu, ia4by haB^reasoniog capB/^ify, may bapre 
h&m capable of coinaiitling»" 
' The creature, as is the natui^ofite tribe, 
caught from Hereward himself &e mtode of ap* 
plying with most effeot his gestui>es and pitiable 
supplication, while the Emperor, notwithstand- 
ing the serious scene which had jiist past, could 
iMt help laughing at the touch of comedy flung 
into it by this last incident. 

" My trusty Hereward," — he said aside, " (I 
will not again call hiaaa^Edward if> I can help it)-<^ 
tbeuavt the refuge of the distressed, i<?iiether it be 
X9an or beast, and nothing that sues through thy 
intercession, whdle thou* remwnest in our serriee, 
shall find its supplication •lin vain. Do thon» 
good Hereward," for the name was noavr pretty) 
weU eslabbhed in his- IjDBperisi memory, ^^and 
such of «tliy companions as know the habits of the? 



188 COUNt ItbBERt 6t ^iiRlS. 

ctaitutei'ldeA lom'tba^tdliis' otct quartets in ihe 
raaequerimt ^ ^ohfA^di^D^; ibffHeha, observe 

fiMfid ki^ Beil&Bc; to p^take sdppet" at owt 
court, with our wife and daughter j ^d such of 
our ifetf^bM ^i alltes ^ 'we shall 'ireqaest to 
share lihe' tidoti^ lioxloUrJ !Be assfbrec^' that while 
thbu tetbAieAt with 'u^ iherie k no pcfint of dig- 
nity which' Aall not be willingly paid to thee— 
And do thou approach, Achilla T^&is^ as tliuek 
firroured by diilie Empefor as before this day 
dawn^ What charges are' agaiiist thee have 
been oifly whispered in a j&iendl'y ear, which 
remeniben iheni not:, unless (i^cli Heaven 
for«ffoidiy Aiiit reiftembhtnce is renewed by 
freA WTedib:** " ' 

AtikS^ Tikltlti^ bdv^a tiU'i&e plMe d^'liis 
hxM^tim0iiA ^ISi tit^ Mkk '6i ihs ie^ ]&orse, 
bitt'Iiyifll^'U^it! io ft^b^ ak^ kiis^er i^ words, 

tlndi^n^/fM i^ Wil/kei. Hie io^&ar iad 
ed on iMf \#i&y'ifo thii'city, nor did any Second 
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interruption arfent ^eiF.im|Bfff?}i,,.SyA7Wj acoom- 
paAied by pn^.ojCjtwp yj^^pgiffli^ w^q .1^4. ]4m 
iij ^ Sjort of ,cfpjjivi^p,^9l^.hi3r^^^ the yaijlts 
of tt^ Bl^^u^rij^U: y^Jfi9l^ v(^^ in fiw?li.Ws.iwp- 
perhabitotzon. ....... .. ..;. i,,,, , , 

Ijpon tlje road tq the ^ty^ H^a^.^ »oto- 
ri^us corporal of the- Immor^ jGusgrds* held a 
disooarse with^ on^ or two of his oifA 3oUier% 

and of the citizeiis who had been meinfaezs ai 

•■ . ■ I. ♦ • ' • 

the kite conspimcy. , 

^f So/' said Stephanos^ llt^ priserfighter^ '< a 
fine ^air/fre hare made of it, to soff^ ourselyes 
to be all anti<^jipatfi^d and. li|etray^ by, a thidk- 
skulled .Varangian ; erery chance tmrnipg agaiiist 
US as they would against Corydo;o^ the sho^- 
maker, if he were to defy me to . th.^ f(¥|ray«. 
Ursel, whpse dea|;h, ipaiie §o.i9^f^ |WQi;l^ tiycns 
out not to bedpad af^ej; %Vii ^^ s^]^t^»,wwei 
he lives ppt to our ^^ym^mn .T!wMW l^^r 
ward, who was ye^t^^^y^i^,^e^p,^jipi msf^ 

—What dp^l ^ ?rT)!^^^ l^tf^^ ffiWn^^K^^t 
deal worse — ^an insignificant ^olfff^j^iff^^i^jffrf 

respect !-HU?floj|^ ^W^fS^iW* ^m^Wm^ 
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Ji9;re givoi U1119 and the OMar and thd Aeelyl^ 
0iir inmwinfmj have lost ithe Eraperor^s lorref smd 
)OOiifidieiBce»and (if tthey are 'Soffeved to sarvive^ 
it moat .be l&eitlietenie domestio poultry, whom 
we pamper with food one day, that upon the 
jiext theur neeks may be twkled for «pit <Mr pot." 
^'StephanoBy^' vepiied 4he centurion, ^'thy form 
of b«dy iite thee well for the Palseatra, but thy 
miiid IS not so acutely fanned as to detect that 
which is real from that which is only probe^jle, ia 
the poliddd woeld^ of winch thea art libw jtMlg- 
itt^ CansideriB^ the ridcinoarred by lencyng a 
man^ ear to aconqpiracy^ thou onghtest to redcMi 
it a aaviag ineyeiy perlaeular, where he escapes 
with hk life^nd eharaeter safe* - This has been 
,the case with J^hiUes Talias^ and widi the 
.Cnaar. Th^ hare remaaied also iai theit higli 
plaices of traat dfod power^ and may be coi^dent 
ihat.thie Jjotpex^ir .will havdly dare to rraiove 
j&am at aiftriwre period, fiaaoe the pessessiion of 
^ &ili kni^ladga laC timr gailt has not einbol- 
d^Mdd him ^ do »ao« Their power, dins left 
with tbejBi, is in £iH^ ^nirs ; nor is there a ctrcom!<- 
ttaoce to be supposed^ which can induce ^em to 
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^betray ikeir confecbrates to the igavemmeBL It 

is much more lik«ly that they will reiMember 

them with the probability of renewing^ at a fife-» 

^r time, the alliance which biadsithem togothor. 

• Cheer .up thy noble cesolutioD, liherefore^ my 

' Prince 1^ the .Circus, and thkik that thorn fihalt 

still retain that predominant influence wHehthe 

iayouxUes of the amphkheatre are sure "to poiaefls 

over the citizens of Coostantinopie.'' 

^ J eannat tqll," answered Stqptkanos ; <^ but 
it gsutwa at my heart Ube the worm ihat dieidi 
not» to see this beggarly loieigster betray the 
noblest btoed in the land, not to menthm the 
best Athlete in the Falsestra, and more off not 
only without punishmeid; for his ibraadieryy but 
with praise, henonr, and prefennenf 

^ TroQi^' said Harpax ; ^ but observe, ray 
friend, that he does movie off .to fmjfiBe. JSb 
.leaves the Iwd^ quits ike coi'pS'in whioh he m^^ 
idaum preferment and. a few vain hcnours, beiii|^ 
valued at what, sui^ trifles Muwuxti to* Heine- 
ward, in the eourse of one or two^days, shall bp 
Jittle better than a disbanded soldier, suhsistijig 
jby the poor bread whidi he oan obtain asu 
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It i^dlif hpimd jfa> cBijpvIe witk l|ie mnae^ oy 
•^omwitqriiCr witji Ilk Wttje >xe iLe Tinluik 
.«ib«t9« W^ will it^andl aia imiqst tke oq»- 
Mit|i^ the datwliteri ana .toe fiunine of AJe^ 
f^vtj thpt lie fpcp .Bpoh m time was aooumd to 
0ii[)peT witK tl|e Empeior ? We Icnow Alexiiis 
Ceimieiias— he is willing to ^Uodiarge, mt toe 
hifl^bcat ooBt^ sndi oUigntions as fre ineorrea.to 
men like, this Hereward ; ancL he]feye me. I 

• • : ' ^ • .' ,./. »* ' 

think that I see the wily despot shnur his shonl- 
ders in derioon, wlien on^ momiiig he is salated 
with the. new9 <rf ^ hatde in Palestine lost by 
the erosadefSy in which his old aeqnaint^<^ has 
fillem a dead man. I will not insult ihee. 'W 
Upbff ^^ how. easy it might he io acquire &e 
'^rp]ff of a ge9tle]iromi|ii in, waiting upon a hdy 
. of ftup^i ,nor do I think it i^ould he ^ifficul^ 

from the alms ,pf the starving chi?alry of Europe. 
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BiM: )kb me, can^sloop to isliyT tne lot of siucli a 
persopf owut not to b^e o^e whose cbtef personal 
d^tinetionp are topcienl to place linn first m milt 
era aU the utTOiirites of we amptatiieatre. ' 

. Tber^ was someflang in ^H sophistical lind 
«^f reasoninffy wk^oii was out hau 6atislactorr to 
the obtuse inteUect of' the prize^srhter^ to wlicmi 
k was aadressed* attfaousfh the only answer wliich 

^ he attempted was couched in this 6t>servation;-* 
f^ 4^y9 bu^ noble centurion, you rorget tha^ 

. besides ^inpty honours, it was proposed that this 

his name, is promised a mighty donanve of 
jgold," 

<^ Marry, you touch me there, said the cen* 
, turion ; ^^ and wh^n you tell me that the pro« 

;:-*,;"if#'«4:f:?^j:'ti"#.*«^..*r'.*' 




naked prom&e, you sbaU jiardoiiine^ ttiyiit^oii^thy 
Stephanos^ if 1 noldlt of nq morti acc^uiii 'than 
the mere ple^g^es wnich^are ' di8ti4t)tit^d' ^6ng 
ouri^lyes aci if ell as to tlie Ya^ang!aniV promi-* 
sing upon future occasions mints of moneys 

VOL. III. J 
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we are likdy tp recf ire at i^t Bame time 
wilh the last yewr's snow. Keep iq> your hmrt^ 
dierefere» noble Stephanos, andbeliere not thai 
your affairs are worse for the miscarriage of this 
iday ; and let not thy gallant eonrage sink, hut, 
remembering those principles iq>on which it was 
called into action, believe that thy objects are 
not the less secure because &te has removed 
4heir acquisition to a more distant day/' The 
veteran and unbending conspirator, Harpax, thus 
strengthened for some future renewal of their 
anterpnse the fniling spirits of Stephano?^ 

After this, such leaders as were included in 
the invitation given by the Emperor, repaired to 
•the evening meal, and, from the general content 
end complaisance expressed by Alexius and las 
guests of every description, it could litde hi|ve 
been supposed that the day juat passed over was 
one which had inferred a purpose so dangerous 
and treacherous. 

The absaoice of the Countess j&'enhilda, dn^ 
ring this eventful day, created no small surprise 
to the Emperor and those in his immediate con* 
^ence, who knew her enterprising spirit, mod 
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Ae intl^edt A^ most ^ve felt in the ksue of the 
.eombitt. Beirtha liafd made an early eommiinic»- 
tian to tlie Count, that liis lady, digitated with the 
many anxieties of the few preceding days, wa# 
Imable to leave her apartment The valiant 
Jcnight, therefore, lost no time in acquainting 
fi]^ faithful Countess of his safety ; and afterwards 
joining those who partook of the banquet at th^ 
palace, he bore himself as if the least recolledio^ 
dBd not remain on his mind of the perfidious con^ 
duet of the Emperor at the conclusion of the last 
^ntertainiiient. He knew, in truth, that the 
kai^hts 6{ I^tice Tancrt^d not only maintained 
m strict watdi round the house where Brenhilda 
remained, but also, that they preserved a severe 
ward in the neighbourhood of the Blacquemali 
as well for the safety of their heroic leader, as 
ioat that of Count Hobert, the respected compa- 
liiop of thei^ military pilgrimage. 
. It was the general principle of the Europeai^ 
ckivali'y, that distrust was rarely permitted to siuh 
wve open quarrels, and that whatever was for-^ 
given, was dismissed from their recoUecticm, afl| 
«nlikely to recur ; but on the present occasioa 
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ttei^wigi|ip<wrel^ufflTffla^ atBcm blagcaftrb^^ 
which the occurrences of the day Jiad drawn tcH 
gether^ so that jdie^cros^den were called upon to 
be particii]arl^ ws^i^hfoL 

It inay be believed that the evening paned 
over without imy attempt to renew the oeremo* 
lyal in the council chamber of the Lions, which 
had been upon a former occasion terminated in 
such misanderstandinf , - Indeed^ it would ha^ 
been loc^, if the explanation between iJbe 
mighty Emperor of Greece and the chivalrons 
Knight of Paris, h^ taken place earlier. For 
reflection on wjbat. had passed^ had convinced die 
Emperor that 11^ .^p^^ were npt a people to 
be. imposed ;upopr by pi/^ccsis qf clockwork, and 

accustomed ; Suit th^^^jt^ef;,^^^re^|o^ Jgej^y 
affected by the spirit of chivalry, nor, in his own 
language, was the worship of the Lady of the 
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Broken Lances so congenial a subject of adora- 
tion, llii^ notwiinstanclmg, L!)ount ^ot)eri ob- 
served, that Afexius Comhenu^ w 
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allied to conning, but yet ai(uiig hiisi to maxb!ti&n 
wMi ^r^t address thai ei^p&ebvWtke'ti.ina^ of 
His subjects, wMcli was liecesl^^jrldf th^ir gobd, 
and for maintaining Lis' oWn' aiiiliority. He 
tberefore resolved ^o receive witK equanimity 
nrliatever should be ofiFered 'by flie £mperor, 
^itber in civility or in fhe way of j^k, and not 
again to disturb an understanding ttrMbb might 
be of advaniad^e to '^hiris^etidom, by a quah'el 
founded lipon niiscbncepfioh oi terihs or misiap- 
prehension of manners, lo this prudent i^eso* 
lution ik'e Courii of !Pa^is' adter^d diitiiig' Ae 
«rnoIe eremng; with so&ie dimculty, however^ 
giiiceit was 'sbmewliki'&'cMii^t'ehi'w¥tli 'Ms oWn 
^ery ai^d 'mpmA&'iiMif^, 4\m. Waft"e^My 
desirdus toibiow' dii pkaid^'ii^atiht^^hkt^y^t 

was iadr^6d'tii'fiita;iitia: iSo'i^^'^'efk^^'k 

•Bhoulcf a ap{/eai^1ii"tli'e I^yi"d^^ke''oifeti3iW, 
•whether so intended or not. 
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CHAPTER X. 

It was not until after the conquest of Jent>* 
nlem that Count Robert of Paris retnmed to 
Constantinople, and, with his wife, and stN^h pro* 
portion of his followers as the sword and pesti- 
lence h^d left after that bloodjr warfare, le& ume J 
his coarse to his native kingdom. Upon reaching 
Italy, die first^ care nf the noble Count and 
Countess, was to c^ebrate in prince!]^ style the 
marriage of Hereward and his feithful B^itha, 
who had added to their other claims ispon their 
ttmster and mistress, those acquired by Here* 
ward's faithful services in 'Palestine/ and no iess 
by Bertha's aflfectionate ndnfistry to h<»r iatdy la 

( As to the &te of AlexiusT "tlMMMibB, te^iiai^ 
be read at lai^e in ^AM fefal«»rf tf hfeidliiighMr 
Anna, who has represented him as the hero of 
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many a victory, aefaieved, says the purple-bbnif 
in the third chapter and fifteenth book of her Us^ 
tory, sometimes by his arms and sometimes by 
his prudence. ^^ His boldness alone has gained 
some battles> at other times his success has been 
won by stratagem. He has erected the most 
illustrious of his trophies by confronting danger, 
by oombating like a simple soldier, and throwing 
himself bareheaded into the thickest of the foe* 
Bat there are others/' continues the accrai* 
plished lady, '^ which he gained an opportunity 
«f meeting by assuming the appe«raBce of t«. 
tor, and even of retreat In a word, he knew 
alike how to triumph either in flight or in pur^ 
«uit, aad remained upright even before these 
vti^mies who appeared to have struck him down; 
iiesembling the military implement termed tk« 
^throp, whioh remains always upright in wha^ 
erex dbeetion. it is liirown^ on the ground.^. 

It would be unju&t tO;deprLve the Prinoesaef 
tiie defence she herself makes agaonst this ohvionfi 
^lAVge of pfvtialltyr ' 

M.I must atiil onoe aiore rep«l the reproadi 
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wBich some bring iigioiigt tAe^ te'tf tny Insloiy 
was composed merely ii/beoifiBhg U the dictales 
of the natund'tbvi^'for^pareiibs: which is engrared 
in the hearts ojf cHfl^eiL 'In tmtli, it k not 
the etfect of that kflifectioti wUch 1 1>ear to nyne, 
bat it lis 'the evidence of matter of ftet, wbieh 
obliges me to speak as I hkv^ done, is -it not 
possible diat'one cah hate at the ttme ihtu^ «i 
affection for the memory^ tf ia bAkr andSor 
truth ? For myself I have neyer directed my 
attempt to write Idstory, dtkehrbe'thaii'^the 
fiscertainment bf flie niatter of &du With' dlis 
puipds^ T'Bave taken 'fbr jbT-^BjeeC the-1iiMfl«y 
of a Wt^y dian. ' is it jto^ diati 1>y tlij«'«^&g^ 
acci'(ieiil!' bf bid Wiitg iOte itaflfbrtof ifaf iffiO, 

diTce^igaiiist in'e, 9filcK W6iil4i-dtfiUf«ri!»eiHtii 




,iq^iW?,^^^;fnjit s^ gy^ftl; ,%l P| ^ess ,an4 of 

portant remark, that the disorders of the times 

i2 
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%ere die misfortiliitt mid «ke gkfefHxl Alesnai; 
nd thstt iet«iy eabmhf '^icb vatt'idKct'aidbf 
dining^ eiBt)ife, 'irtts ttecohmUitod dfr Ms'icigbiiyr 
Ae jnstiee t)f ''Helit«ti'tiiid lho^«ifoc^ ^ kbrpre- 

The Pyiiicess aecotdtxigly feeh llie utdMH 
assurance, tfiat a nmnber of signs whkA iqppeared 
in heaven and dn earth, were inteipreted by^k^ 
soothsayers of the day as foreboding the di Kli 
nf thie Emperor. By Aese means, Anna Cani^ 
nena assigned to her fiither tiiose indicatfiiMis of 
coiMequence, irhidi ancient historiaiM repteatsA 
at necessary intiniations of Ae ayaapa^ rf 
aatnre with di6 remoni of great ehkraetetafitani 
tkewoiid; but shefedtsnot toinfoftetheCSimo 
tian r^der, ihat her fiitiier^ belief aMadted- ta 
none of' these p4|piosiicS, and that even tm tkm 
following renmrlouble occasion he mamtained hit 
incredulity: — A splendid statue, sappoaedgese^ 
laliy to be a relic of paganism, holding in 'its 
kand a gdlderi sceptre, and standing uponr a 
kmse of porphjrry,* was overturned by a tempeal^ 
asid was generally believed to be an inUmaf 
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tson of th€i deaili of die EjnfNennr. TIua» lioiir*« 
eiMr» be gtnesomly repelled. Pkidiaa, he sakt 
and otlier.grefit ^eulptors- ol ai^tiqiutyy lidd t]i« 
tslcoit «f iimtatieg the human fiame willi fiwr« 
pf ising aeenxaey ; but to suppose that the powet 
of foretelliiig future events was reposed in these 
nuMterpieces of art, would be to ascribe to their 
makers the ficultiea reserved by the Deity ler 
hwiself, when he sajrs, ^< It is I who kill and 
make alive." During his latter days, the Empe- 
ror was greatly afflicted with the gout» the nature 
of which has exercised the wit of many persona 
of science as well as of Anna Gomnena. The 
pNMMT patient was so mucJx exhausted, that wlbeo 
the £mp^ss was talking of moat eloquent pefaM$ 
who should assist in the cemposition of hisi Us^ 
tory^ be. said^ with a natural contempt of sudh 
vanities, ^' The passages of n^y unhappy life tell 
rather for tears and . Jamentatiom than &r the 
praises you speak qV 

A fspecie^ of asthma having come to the as-^ 
sistance of the gout, the remedies of the physi-* 
cians became as vain as the intei^ces^ion of the 
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monks and clergy, as well as tbe alms wUdv were 
bitSifcftbiM^lf^yi^^ or three deep 

iiicfeMlVi^^T^iis g^v^ on^ of ^e 

tpptMeHAhg hib^'i and at tengtE was t^l;^li^a• 
ted'Ae'^tei^^and ItiTe of ' Ale:diis Comnenns^ a 
prince wtKb,"- if^' ^i tbe faults wliich may be 
bttpwhcA i^f'Bfnly ^$tnl possesses a real right, from 
€bs ptuAtf of Ids general intendons, to be ac- 
coimted one of tbe b^st sovereigns of the Lower 
filipire. 

' For some time, th^ histonan forgot her pride 
of literary rank, and^ Ske an ordinary person^ 
burst infto tiicts' and shrieks, tore her hair, and 
dfl&eed hieir countenance, while the Empress 
Iveaire eskfirfr-ftoni ber'her princely habits^ cut off 
hot Ml^ ^^hstn^d- h^y purple i)uskin^ for black 
mourning shoes, and her daughter Mary, who 

from one of her own wdt^ooes, a^ presented 
it to her m^Aen^ ^'^ 'Sir«iifl!f fhi^'in'b^nt when 
she put it ohf says Anna Comnena, ^^ the un- 
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,?:.» '..»' f'l. ;>..« " r'o V '.^ ' 



- We shall not pprsu^ lieF ]api^pf:«^Wl%tfi^. 
She upbraids hereelf thajti^jp^^.^^^^^fk'^ll^r 
fatterrthat li^ht of tjbejWoridj|,fl|^ ^^4ia)^<«Djr- 
vivecl ijene, the d^^ght ^keip^ %i,^t;,4^# of 
the west, and survived h|^r bps^ii^ a)^ , ^.^ { Am 
indignant,", she said^^^ thi^f; .^ly./fqi^^ fitfe^g 
under stich torrents of n^^foriain^A ihoul4 itiU 
deign to animate my body,/ J^ye I VL^^iUmd 
she, <^ been more hard and unfeeling tbmi'tbe 
rocks themselves; an4 ^ it .not just ttbat dne^ 
who could survive Suc^ ai iS^ther. a^d mothei^ 
and such a husband, eih^jd^ b^ subj^ctctd tft ibe 
influence of so much c^smuty,? ^Ht letome 
fi'nis't this history, rathCT thanflny,hM?g^ fati^ 
my readers w^th py unayartipgvW4 ♦Wfiwi Jftf 
iientatioi|^' ^^j.iv.u.l:. ^ nl Uu- .^-''^ .:n-.vnu.v 

tte loUowinsf two lines :-— .,„„ . -,.,[ >,, 



«••..< 






€rs as much as they wish j|^^i^flw^,flfiWi?jPedi 
character of this Imperial historian. Fewer 
<word^ will suffice to dispose of the other parties 



2M ^orar robbst or faeis* 

wlko kove beeft Mket^ from het page^ as pep« 
ki- tk« tecg^oiag dnuBft« 



Thera m ^mrf Ittde doubt that &e CeMiiBo* 
bart Bf Ruris^ wbaae aadaeitjf in soatiiig hiwMwtf 
ofMni liie tbrotte of die Empezor gires a f9tm* 
Bar ilMwett to hir cbatactor^ 1MB in fist a pecMA 
of the bigheat rank; being no odio^aabasfaaan 
omjeottired by &e learned D« Caagc^ tbaa aa 
vioeator of <the boose of Boarbony wUck baa ao 
leag given kings to Fiance. Hewasa 
ii bas beenr oonoMvedy ot the CoantB of Pi 
by irhoai tlie city n^aa valiantly defended agaiaaft 
this Normans, and an ancestor of Hngb Cki{wi& 
There we sevend bypoAeses upon tiiis salyecty 
deriving the well-kno^vn Hugh Capetp first £poas 
the family of Saxony ; secondly, from St Ap* 
noul, alfefivlkrds ' Bi$b<yp of Ai^ex ; ikkd, from 
NiMl<ing; ^Mtt>tb^ i^em tbe Dake of Bavana; and, 
fiMi, :from a natuml ion <>f the Emperor Gbav^ 
leaia^e. Variously placedj bat in each <tf tkese 
contested pedigrees, appears diis Robert, 



Maied die Stnmg^, wboi«M»Coni «f Ihat'dstriot^ 
of which Paris was thehcopilal^'BMMrir pdcufiarly 
styled the County, or Isle of France. Anna 
Comnena, who has r e co r d e d 4he bold usurpatioA 
of the Emperor^s seat by this haughty chieftain, 
has alM- acquainted us with his' xeeeivki|^ a fte« 
TCli!e»: if not a mortal wound, at the battle of 
Doiylaeum^ owing to his negleetiiig the waiv» 
ISka^ iBStruetioin wriA wfai^ her fath^ had f»* 
vowed him on the subject of the Tiurkish wars. 
Tlie mlti^piary who is disposed to mreslsgato 
&i« sal^t, may oonsuH the late Lord AA* 
hvnbam^ elaborate Genealogy of die Royal 
House of Fiunce $ ako & note «f Da Gauge's o« 
the Princess's history, p. &B9^ arguing lor 4ho 
identity of her ^* Robert of Parisy a haughty 
barbaiiaa/' witLdie >< Robert called the Stroiig>'^ 
mentkmed as on ancestor ^f Hugh Capet. Ciib* 
boQy YOl. Ki^ p. 53; .may also be consulted. The 
^French antiquary and the ^glish histbriau seeni 
4d&e disposed to find the church, caUed 191 the 
4alo that of the Lady of the Broken Lances^ in 
4;kai dedicated to St Drosas^ or Drosin of Loi»- 
mm^ who was supposed to have pecidiar ivin^ 



90B o&vws n0fnaesii0w laMoae^ 

ifes <i<MM«r&0|fi^'lU anibot Iw^Mleiitediowrri^M^ 
of the BMeeft' tJiuuwva* B'^owiappf^^ 

Cheta^ fer eieaanpiey t]kei<iiife<of.iMiiKftiQi99ctt4 
a tie^iibifod keiso« Bad the (NUsoUt af . wmQUtthiM^ 
jrace of -sons, was^iienietf'aR AmfBoumjiitmg^m 
the Amriliiost ffaiik» a£ the. NiMNHHf! afl4 h;^ 
peatedly commemorated Jiy-^onr Jiy^aflal)^^!}^ 
riattj'AifiiaXSaiaQiffiiL * >v* ^.i;:- j *\>i a 

- > Ttok»ead«r cgn eaiilycDiuMin tftihitn«6KSjt»t 
ftoMM^^^Bliig. diMingiik^ 

«MMe i^^i<»adedifi«m<^^imdh<»fiAali(^ 

"^i^iW«b|lid^iBg tDibd(diiride<l<franftp^iitfia 
^glAIflitfiAcftifNmdHriiiJs^ 

'dti^ttMr(«9 mdluftid^J^^iiattf l>f Jttm^Vf 



of lmrlnisfaafld;> Hbkimtl tl^ftiisiw^i^tup^tfSim 

the wounds of the Count had been inflict64;'l>J 
s paii$oiied> weapm/ andilhiMl <mkipl9f^.^?3f\^]irf ry 
Wtu» ^i%< t(» beibepei iorifoy. Ii9fnp^ir^99m9eL tP 
hk niithnei a^; iAfier.S0fn0f tkn« 1^)^ io<Tth0 
TtiSii iiap6 ofi a^eetmg by.{i4ti<r8cc» t^. Q^f^^ 
8a3dC illt6nitttiitt^r<2o(BsitHRober^^ bw9r 

0ttKA^ afi^ with ihi8iifv^£Bi&iMl«the: fftitkM <0^?^ 

Nett Kk^ hk&Mdf jdisaUedfroiili c^nil^ to<)k th? 

A light galley, procurediia(ti?ftihi|^b/r4l^9,P9¥V* 
Hb^fir^^m^ ial^<tovV«do0^ 9adi>ffQP»'ithat 

' ^&ickMd ^fevtil ihd>6biaBttB{4Am&«im«;^ 

to Ids oW»vd(SiiliQi0i»^I ^iiUih;if cmfiifiJo§t^^a§tfi 
than «h<N^it)l>didifkiii>fidii« £dUfi»if]iJ20iQHq^^J^ 
<be^' i^nin&j liiceiiilyjp^faiBnbnfii^bftiiriiidvfj^ 
%h€^ ti«l^d'u«^ (A^ir^prapri^teftiijiiid^^ 
<CffMtABl iTMrvepdittxiiliiktritbd^Cip^^^ 
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kii health, and the poorer of eontuimiig his h»*i 
iMge to the Lady of die jfodcea Laaoes, brought 
apon him the hostilides of one or two aailntioBB 
or envious metghboors, wliose covetonmen vnm, 
howev^, sufficiently repressed by the brare ie-« 
MStanoe of the Coantess and the resolute Hece* 
ward. Less than a twehramonth was reqdU 
red to restore the Count of Paris to his fi^ 
health, and to render him, as formerly, the as* 
Snred protector of his own vassals, and the rab* 
jeet in whom the possessors of the French throne 
reposed the utmost confidence. This latter ca« 
pacity enabled Count Bdbert to discharge his 
debt towards Hereward in amuiner as ample at 
he could have hoped or expected. Being now 
respected alike ifff his wisdom and his 8agacsty« 
as much ns he always was fat his inl 
his character as a successful crusader, he 
repeatedly employed by the court of Fraaace is 
settling the troublesome and intricate affiuxs in 
which the Norman possessions of the English 
crown inyolred the rival nations. William Ro* 
ios was not insensible to his merit, nor Uind It 
llie iaaportance of gaining his good will; mi 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 211 

finding out his anxiety that Hereward should be 
restored to the land of his fathers, he took, or 
made an (^portunity, by the forfeitare of some 
rebellious noble, of conferring upon our Varan- 
gian a large district adjacent to the New Fo- 
rest, being part of the scenes which his &ther 
chiefly firequented, and where, it is said, the 
descendants of the valiant squire and his Bertha 
have subsisted for many a long year, surviving 
turns of time and chance, which are in general 
fittal to the continuance of more distinguished 
ftmilles* 



END OF COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 
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As I ttood by yon rooflen tower, 

Where the wa*flower scents the dewy air, 
Where the howkt mourns in her ivy bower. 

And tells the midnight moon her care ; 
The winds were laid, the air was still. 

The stars they shot along the sky ; 
The fox was howling on the hill. 

And the distant echoing glens reply. 

Robert Burns. 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 



CHAPTER I. 

HoBto liaTe bem knawn/at that dnad soimd to yield* 
And, Douglas dead, his name liatli won the field. 

JoHK Hoa». 

It was at the dose of an early spnng day, whe« 
Bature, in a cold province of Scotland, was re^ 
yiying from her winter's sleep, and the air at 
least, though not &e vegetation, gave promise 
of an abatement of the rigour of the seasoa, that 
two travellers, whose appearance at that early 
period sufficiently announced their wandering 
<dtaracter, which, in general, secured a free pasr 
sage even through a dangerous oountry, were 
seen comiag from the south-westward, within a 
lew miles of tlie Castle of Douglas^ and seemed 
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tp be holding their emw ki ihedBfeedm (^^ 
river of that Buaey wheee dole aibfded a species 
ofqpprooehtothatMeiMiablefeadUfiartreM. The 
iCream^ nnall in coaipariton to the extent of its 
fione, eerrod i» a lund of drain lo the covntry in its 
neighbourhood, and at the same time afforded the 
means of a roogh road to the castle and village. 
The high lords to whom the castle had for ages 
belonged* mighti had they chosen, have made 
this aoeess a great deal smoother and more con- 
vei^ent; but there had been as yet little or no 
exerdse for those geniuses, who have taught all 
the world that it is better to take the more cir> 
cnitotts road round the base of a hill, than Uie 
direct course of ascending it on the one side, and 
descending it directly on the other, widiont 
yielding a single step to render the pasnge more 
easy to the traveller ; still less were those mys« 
teries dreamed of, which M< Adam has of late days 
expounded. But, indeed, to what purpose should 
the ancient Douglasses have employed his prin* 
dples, even if they had known them in ever so 
much perfection? WheetoarringeSi except ci 
the most clumsy description, and for the most 
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4luxmle <;>perati0ns of agmuktore^ w^re totally 

resoiiree save a norse, or, m case of sore infirmity, 
• iitten'; -fh* m^ .^fe^ l^efr'b^k^ 
i^ liardy Worses, 'to trim^port tliemselves froih 
fllace to place ; and 'traveners, females in part^ 
cutfUTy experienced no small inconvenience from 
the rugged nature of the country. ' A swollen 
torrent sometimes crossed their path, and cota- 
pelled thepi to wait until the waters had abated 
their frenzy. The hank of a small' river was 
occaswnally lorn away by tllie eflectis of a tfaundes- 
storm, a rece'ni^ inundation; of the like conviil- 
sions of niature ; ^d the wayfarer relied upon 
Ilk iinowtedg'e of the district, or obtained the 
best local liiformatioif in his power, how to direct 
his path so as to surmount such Ufttoward bb* 

'"*M^r-^-""-- ■■' ■■■■"-■ ■;•''•■•■•"■' 

Tkd JJoiigW issues fr6m ' an amphitheatre of 
Ixnountsuns w^ch1)ounds ttie valley iib the sioutlk- 

west, nrom whose contributions, and the md of 

'Lf.'/) i; i /o!'/.'j'> t> M 'I ^•*'- -./i 'III' ! ^-i 1. •}.!.. wi* 
.«udden storms, it receives its scanty supplies* 

The general aspect of the country is that of th^ 

{MStdrai Hills o^tlie sbuih of Sco'tl^<i^ formidgy 

VOL, iiij K 
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as is Qsualt. bleak and wild iwnm^ m&oj of wUdk 
luul, at xkO pmtilwgih Qf time bam the date ef 
the story,. been* ooviur^ iwltb tnees; as some of 
ibem still tattest by bea^ipg the name of <&«i% 
that iSf wild .^atuial wood^ The neighbourhood 
of the Douglas water itoeif was flat landy capable 
ct bearing strong, crops of oats and rye^ supply- 
ing the inhaboUaots with what they, required of 
these productions. At no great distanee from 
the edge of the river, a few special ^ots excepfr^ 
ed» the soil capable of agriculture was more and 
more mixed with the pastoial and woodbud 
country, till both terminated in desolate and 
partly inaccmflihle moorkndsp 

Above all, it was war-timef and of neces^ty 
all .circnmstances of mere conveoience.wereiobr 
ligcA to give ;way to a param<H2nt B&ome^ of dan* 
ger ; Iheinhabitants^ therefore, instead of try^ 
t»»am^d tfae.palibs whieh eonRie<M»d theni.with 
4i3^T distr^ets, w<9re thsoikful that the, oatnral 
difficulties which surrounded them rendered it 
unnecessary to break up or to fortify the access 
feom ether more open countriesi* Their .wf^nts, 
with a very few exceptions^ were completely 
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supplied, as we'httv^ 'alif^ady' stdd^ by the mit 
and scanty ptoduee of thiiir <6tfiK'mbuntaiiiB and 
holm»i^ the last Mof #bi«h se^vt^d for die exercise 
ef their limited agricttlttitie, 'xdiile'thei better part 
ef t£e mdunt&ins and fotest ^l^ns produced pai^ 
tinre for tlieir herds and fiodks; * Th^ recesses of 
the unexplored depths of these fidlvan retreats 
being^ seldom disturbed, especially since the 
lords of the district had laid aside, during this 
time of strife, their constant occupation of hon^ 
big, the various kinds of game had increased 
of* late very considerably; so that not only iji 
crossing the rougher parts of the hilly and deso^- 
late country we are describing, difierent varies 
tle^of deei'were occasionally seen, but eren die 
Tvild battle peculiar to Scotland sometimes shov- 
ed iihcfindeltes, and other animidci, ni^titih in4i4SBr 
cat lUe irreguito and disordered state^ of di0 
periods ' Tlie' WiM ' cat was freiqiieiitiy iurptiaei 
i» tU6 dark raltines or the swampy thickets ; ntiA 
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|b« vftfy already a stranger ta the more populow 
dbtricts of the Latbians^ h^e maJntained hk 
groimd agunst ike encroacbments of man) 
and was still kimsdlf a termt to Aose by whom 
ka was finally to be extnrpated. In winter 
cspeeiaUyf and winter was bardly yet past, these 
aavage nntmiJg were wont to be driven to extre- 
mity fior lack of food, and used to frequent, ia 
dangerous nnmbeis, the batde-field, tke deserted 
-dmrcbyard — ^nay, sometimes the abodes of living 
men, there to watch fiar children, their defence^ 
less l;>rey, with as mudi familiarity as the fox 
•ow*a*days will venture to prowl near the mia- 
•tress's* poultry-yard. 

From what we have said, our readers, if they 
have made— as who in these days has not — the 
•Scottish tour, will be able to form a toleraUy 
JQSt idea of the wilder and upper pari of Douk 
^las Dale, during the earlier period of the foup- 
leenth century. The setting sun cast hk gleams 



-' * Tlie-giood 4saf> or wife cf a nqpedrii^le tanatr, h alsart 
vniversaUjr thns designated in Scotland. 
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along ft moorland conntiy, which to the west* 
ward broke into larger swells, terminating ia 
Ae mountains called the Larger and Lesser 
Cairntable* The first of these is, as it were, the 
fitther of ihe hiHs in the neighbourhood, the 
source of an hundred streams, and by hi the 
largest of the ridge, ^^ holding in his dark bo» 
som, and in the ravines with which hk sides are 
ploughed, considerable remnants of ihose an- 
dent forests with which all the high g^ronnds of 
that quarter were once covered, and particularly 
die hills, in which the rivers — ^both those which, 
run to the east, and those which seek the west 
to discharge themselves into the Solway — ^hide^ 
like so many hermits, their original and scanty 
sources. 

The landscape was still iUuminated by the re« 
flection of the evening sun, sometimes thrown 
back from pool or stream ; somedmes resting oa 
grey rooks, huge cvmberdhs of the soD» whidi. 
laboitf and agriculture have since removed, and 
sometimes contenting itsetf with gilding the 
banks of the stream, tinged altematdy grey^ 
greei^ or ruddy, as the ground itself consisted of 
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vock, or grassy tiiKot f>itri 6^tbM 'mound, dr 
looked at a distance like 'k r&m^krt bf'd^k r(A por- 
phyryj 'Occaisibnalt|^, ioo^'the ^ye t'l^sted on tbe 
steep l)rbwn' extent 6f mobfland, as^lihe snmbeam 
glanced back from' tUe Bttle tani or monntiSki 
pool, whose lustre, like {hiat of ^^ ey^' in '&ie 
koman eomitenanee, gives a life and riyacity to 
every feature around* 

The elder and stouter of die two ti^areUers 

whom we have ' mentioned; was a person well, 

and even showily dressed, according to the finery 

6f the times, and bore at his back, as n^dtring 

minstrels were wont, a case, containing a small 

harp, rote, or viol, or some ^uch species 'tfinii* 

sical instrument for Accompany iiig tk^ voice* 

'The leathern case announced s6 much, although 

it procliumed not' the exact nature of^thfe Insttli- 

ment. ' The colour of the ti1iveller's'd6ubtet>ipa8 

hlu^ that of his trbwisefirs ot pantaloons Violet, 

'wi&' slashes iv%ichsh»W&d'a Kidn^ of thettute 

d>lour wifh die' j^i^V ' A ihkim 6tig1iti aodoyd- 

ing to bt^irf t6it6b, tb'h^V^' U^^r^^ tUsf di'edi, 

but the heal; b'^tlie sub; ^ou^hl]te'^Hib^%«to 

so early; luid !)ti^^^^^^^ h& 



J 



doak in simill. cfQmpjp3^ f^d,/pfm it into a bun- 

gfe9irOffl^,p( the ii^&i^try s^oldier pf t^e present 
4^y,( The ine^ti^^?^ w;t;li. yjb^b it w^ mj^de up, 
4gi^ed the prie<5^io|i .q6 a jfifaptiseid travjel^er^ who 
had.. been loi\g aocuatomed tQ every resource 
which change of. weatheir reqiiired. A^eat pro- 
fusion of narrow ribands or pointe, constituting 
the loops with which our,|u)cestors connected 
their dopblet and trowserSf formed a kind of cor- 
don^ composed of knots of blue or violet, which 
surroundied the traveller's penfpn, and thus as- 
similated in colour with the two garments which 
it wa^ the o^e of these strings to combine. 
The bomnet usually urorn with this showy dress, 
was of that, k^ld with which Henry the Eighth 
and his ^oii» Edward the Sixth, ar^ M^^ly 
:rigpv^(9nted« It was i|a:9;re fitf^ed^, from the 
gay ft^f.of w^h it ,waw cflmjp^d, .ji^^appe^r 
m a pvb% ^w^bf ^W ,t9 ei\f<;^^);er^ stjraj of 

fei:ent!^eff,o)f.Wu?,pnd yijP^s^j; j^nd,Jii^ fearer 
ai^g4^d^,fiert^,<l^re^,of gpp^^i1jy.t9 hiip^elfe 
by weapi|g;^plu]^,of .^opsider^ible dimensions 
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#f the •ame ftrvBDrke edjwwr^ He ftfhuiiii 
wUck dik leather >droop#d «rere is ao dei^m^ 
semaihafaie fav peeulfiutt^ of esfiieflBOB* Ye^ 
IB so deaolttle. a<:«mtiy m di* west of 8notliiwl»v 
k woidd nol httva been easg^ to pais ^e am- 
irkhMfe mawnnaite atteiitioa dmi he vodd 
here tact with arhete thtte ivaa mom m&e cji»r 
QietHT of ^ aeenerj to amtt the gaze of tha 



« A quidi eye, a aaeiadble look, aaeadag to aajtv 
^ Ay I look at me, I am a man vpotth wmtimf^ 
vid not uanvoithyyour attention j" earned antk 
k, nevertheleesi an iaierpretatian which nigkfc 
be thottght fttvoamhle ar othe iwiaa, aoeardiagtar 
the ckaiaeter ef the peraoa wham the trareltor 
met A knight or seUBer would mareiy haver 
liiought dait he had met a merry £iUow» what 
could 811^ a wild aeagv or tell a wiU tate^ nmA 
help to empty a fiagan, widk di die aeosnplisk* 
meats necessaiy for a boon oon^mmoii at aai 
hostefary, eac^ perhaps an alaeri^ at defrayaai^ 
hk share of the reokoniag^ A elmrdiasatii. aai 
the other hand, might have thongpklLhe of tibe bJai^ 
mMl violet was <^ too loose habits, and aeeaateia^ 



6fll tM m^ta^ ViiDit UniMdf whUn the hormii^ 
ries of beseeming^mirtht to be fit socie<^for «a# 
of hit Mtored edUng^ • Yettike Man of Soag had 
a enrtaio fiteadioess df conntenaiux^ which C6«ii« 
•d fitted to^held pkee in sectoea of serioas bwhk 
ness, m well as of gayety* A wa y fia ' iny paaM»^ 
gar of wealth^nat at that time a anmefoaa daai^ 
mght have feated in him a pofiecsienal vobher, 
or one whom of^iortiinity was very lihdy la ce»* 
^ert' into sncb ; a feoiaie might have been a{M 
preheafiiine of nneivil treatment ; and a yootbi 
or timid peison, mig^ hare thoaglit of matw 
der, or sneK direful doings. Unlesa prifvaiel]p 
aaaied, however^ the minstrdi wae ill aeeontred 
fsr any dangereiis occnpation. His mdy riribfe 
weapon waaa small crooked sword^ lysewfaat we 
new eall a hu^e? ; i^d the state of the timee 
weald have justified any man^ however peaeefal 
his inteatimis, fiir being so feir amned against the 
perils of the road^ If a glaace art this man had 
in any reqpect^'pir^udieed him in iiie opiniofn of 
those wfaem he rn^t on his journey, a look at hi» 
companion woidd^ so £ur as his character ooiiidr 
be gHies8ed,afr*«*fer he y^m ^osely mnffied np~ 
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kna^ fMtodlAr!M''afri0gy uil irvMoit for his 

aailMiiMiii. iv'i' u 1 -till'* » r . '^-i- >m' * 

gown, ili^i[^)|Mipii>it^'^dkMi irf tke pOg^m^ he 
wore 'jMrct ^dopieiy 4ntim about liim thftii the 
^Miiem i^^A& iraither. seemed t» authorise or 
mommend. Hb features, imperfediiy seen m^ 
der the hiMxi of his pilgriOK^s dress, were prepos- 
sesring in a'high degree ; and though he wore a 
indhing sword, it seemed rather to -be in com- 
pliaiice wilh general &shion -than frmn any thh 
lent purpose that he did so. There were traees 
#f sadness npon his brow, and of tears upon his 
cheeks ; and his weariness was such, as eret^hid 
rougher companion seemed to sympattuee with, 
while he privately participated also in the sor* 
row which left its traces upo» a eounlenaince so 
lovely. They qM>ke together, and the eldest of 
the two, while he assumed the deferential ur 
proper to a man of inferior rank addressing a 
superior, showed, in tone and gesture, some* 
thing that amounted to interest and affection. 
. -*< Bertram, my friend," said the younger of 



ike iwh ^^ hsfw f6it ^a^m^^st^iiiamrJifvgUm 
Castle ? We have already come farther .tbaiD^tlMP^ 
tbirty «ik% wh^ tbfitt!^4M«fe7 0af(jWM>tlw(lS^ 
tmee (torn Cammo^rf-^tt Jmir djidbtttli^iiscatt A^ 
laflt liio^letey wbieh weikftibyi'^y^akt?". • . < y. 
. ^ QmniiQiek) i»yidfmre«fc llifdj^^Iibeg ton 
tbott^and Qwaeg-r^my^gniriaw yMitgp' kNNi«'' : 

<^ Call me .Angimlioe/' sepUedl lus Gomrade^ 
<^if.iy<m JiaiMi^-toi speak. a9 la fittest foot the 

/VNay9 as.&r tbaV said Bertramt>' if your 
ladyship cw condescend to lay aside your qua* 
U^4 jny ojnm g^od-bireeding is not. so firmly 
sewed> to xsa^ but that I can doff it, and resume 
it.AigiuA without its losing a stitch; and since 
your ladyship, to whom I am sworn ixt obedienee^ 
is pleased to-^o^mnaad that I should treat you 
as my owa son> shaaie it were 4o me if I were 
not to show you the. affeation of a father^ more 
especially as I may w/eU swear my great oati]» 
that I owe you the duty of such, though well I 
wot it has, in our case, been the lot of the &ther 
to be maintained by the kindness and liberality 
of the son ; for when was it tliat I hungered or 



Umimi^ md the kbidk ^Mk^ of Berk% dU 
Bot leliew my wiihr,?* 

^ I ivoiiU Itfire i^ st^" J9ld4 the ymmg W]^ 
whose pflgiim's drew wee m shepad ai to giypo 
her the air of the other aez; ^ I wopid heve k 
flo« What iwe of the .ivoiuitaiDS ef bee^ and 
the 9ooaii9 of hemt^ whiiji they aqr am daaHaae 
pvodaoe^ if there ie a hoiigry hfart aanei^ our 
VBfnalage» or especially if thee^ BeiinuBy who 
hast served as the minstrel of our house for laeie 
thao twenty yoars^ shouldM expmeeee aach a 
faelieg ?' 

^ Certes^ lady/' ^paweredBertrav^ ^ x|watthl 
be like the wtastroj^e whickis Uddefthe B wwa 
of Faslieeeugh, whem his last monse w«i steeped 
to dwAi ia the y«ry pantry; aad if I eseape thia 
jeum^ ndthout such a cahuBily^ I shall thu»k 
myself out of leaeh <tf thini ot fiuaine iov tiie 
whole gf my life*'* 

<<Theu hast suffered already enoe er twiee hg^- 
these attftck% my poor friend/' said the lady. 

«^ It is little/' aniwered Bertrao^ ^^ any 



* The table dormant, whicli stood in a baron's hall, was often so 
designated* 
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thftt I Iiai4 stiffened ; aEbd I were ungratcf ul to 
gire tibe inconvenience of *xtt!ssing a breakfagt», 
or meeting an nnthn^ dinner, so geriena a 
name. But t¥en I Bardly see how yoor hdyslklp 
can endure iHxh gear much longer. You must 
yourself feel, that the plodding along these higl^ 
lando, of whrch the Scots ^ve us sueh good 
xaeasixre in thetf mles, is no jesting siatter ; 
and ae for Doaglai Castle, why it is nearly as 
dbftaoit as fire miles, not to say any thing of 
what the Seots call a bittockj which in dieir way 
of accounting is at least a mile to beet*^' 

** The question then is," quoth tiie lady, hea« 
ving a s%h, ^ what we are to do. whea we have 
so far to travel, and when the castle gates must 
be locked long before we arrive there ?^ 

** For diat I wiJI pledge my word," answere<{ 
Bertram. ** The gates of Douglas, under the 
keeping of Sir John de Walton, do not open so 
eteily as those of the buttery hatch at our own 
castle, when it is well oiled; and if your lady* 
ship take my advice, you will turn southward 
ho ! and in two days at feirthest, we shall he in a 
land where men's wants are provided for^ as the 
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innspiNipUBii. jt^ipA ^Ae icMt fiwriblodtfay^ . 
and the secret of this little journey ahall aeiser 
be iLnowa taUvJAgjM^ftaLJb^t 4mra«lTe8^ 9m$vate 
aelamrasem.ituiiBlvelMdinm.offid^^ : . ^ 

.^..I Aank tfcee fmlfaj'b^ce» aune IiwmsI < 
BertmnPr^ wud >he bdys '^ b«l» I /camiot pnofit 
by it Should iliy bnovledge of these parti po&-^. 
sets thee with an acquaintance with aay deeeiit 
hou«e» wheth^ it belong to rich oi poor^ I WionU . 
willingly take quarters there^ if. I could, ebtsia . 
them from this lime until to-morrow^ mpmine* . 
The gates. of Douglas Costlfl will iJien be opea # 
to guests of so peaceful an appearance as we 
carry with us, and — and— «it wiU out — we ma^t 
have time to make such applications to omr 
toilet as might ensure us a good reception, by . 
drawing a comb tiirough our loekfi^ or sx^ Vke 
foppery.'* 

<^ Ah, madam !" said Bertram^ *^ were not. Sir 
John de Walton in question, methinks I should 
venture to reply, that an unwashed brow, an . 
unkempt head of hair, and a look &i more saucy 
than your ladyship ever wears, or can wear, were . 
the proper disguise to trick out that minstrel's 



hoji whom ynranvlidi'tatypt^ligatik^Ae pawettit 



ft i 
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^ Do you raSiE» ^«lu» T^Mtftt^'^u^U^' to> i)e 
indeed d» slovdnly^aild'M^ Afttti^'Bertnttii?* «iii-' 
s^lwsd >tlie lady^ ^I £^ dab will flot? iiaibite 
tbdin *in' that pairtiieul^ i ilfid whetket Sit Joha 
be now in tbe Oasde <tf I>ougla$ Of not^ I will 
treat the soldiers who hold so honourable a charge 
widi a washed' broWj and a head of "Uair some- 
wh«t ordered. Ah for goikig back withont seeing 
a Cistle which has mingled even with my very 
dilftams-^t a word^ Bertram^ thou mayst go that 
way, but I will not/' 

'*^ And if I part with your ladyship on subh 
terms/'' responded the minstrel, <*now your frdie 
is so nearly accomplished, it shall be the foul 
fiend himself, and nothing more comely or less 
dangerous, that shall tear me from youriiide; 
and for lodging, there is not far from hence the 
hot|se of one Tom Dickson of HazeMde, one of 
the most honest fellows of the dale,*' and who, 
although a kbouring man, ranked as high as a 
warrior, when I was in this country, as any 
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aoUs geiifle«uyi4lMilf Todt m ibe band of dMi' 
Douglas.'' 

'< He ]% tbien, saddiar?' mA the hufy. 

^* When hb oaairtry or hia Imnd need hb 
9f Qidy" vqplied B»lnim — ^ aiidy to a^ die 
tnith» they are aeldoaa at peace ; bat othenria^ 
he IS no eneay, sasre ta the wolf vhidi pfamdecs* 
hiahetda.'* 

^ Bat forget ne^ my tniaty gaids^'' rqified 
Iha lady, '< that the Uaod in cor veiaa » Eng* 
l]sh» and eonaeqaeatly, that we aae in danger- 
froBS all who call tficniBekes foea ta Ihe ndU^: 
Cross.'' 

^Do not feur thia man's fidth,'' wnrei^ 
BatRini^ '^ Yen may tmst ta Um as ta the beat 
knight or gendHoaan of tlM land* We may make; 
good our lod^ptDg by a toM ar a ac^^ andit 
may remembar you that I undertook (peairided 
it pleaaed your ladyship) ta teu^Miriae a fittla 
with the Sec^ who, poor soulsy love minstrrisyy. 
and when theyhanre bmt a silver pemiy» aatt w3U 
ingly besto(w it to enowiag^ iike gay sdmcer^. 
I i^oftused ywh^ I say^ that we sWuld be an 
welcome to them as if we had been born amidst 
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t&afar own wiU bills $ aM fir Ae hestibaii audi 
house as Dickson's affords, tilie gTee-man's Mm, 
fair laidf, diiairnot breathe a imh in tu&. And 
n^w, will yoa speak yoitr ttiind t» your deiroted* 
friend and adopted fiither, or rather y^itr 9ironi 
servant and guide, ftertram the Mfaistrel, what 
it Is your pleasure to do in this natter ?*' 

^ O, we will eertaialy aeeept ef the Seo4^ 
hospitality/*^ said the lady, << ywir minstrel word 
being plighted that he is a trios iiiaa. — ^Tom 
Dickson, eidi you him 2*^ 

^' Tes,'' replied Bertram,. ^< sudi is his lynne ; 
and by looking on these sheep, I am assured 
that we are now upon his estate.'* 

" Indeed !" said the lady, with some surprise ; 
** and how is your wisdom aware ci that ?*' 

*^ I see. the first letter of his name marked 
upon this flock,'' answered the guide. *^ Ah, 
learning is what carries a man through the world, 
as well as if he had the ring by virtue of which 
old minstrels tell that Adam understood the lan- 
guage of the beasts in Paradise. Ah, madam ! 
there is more wit taught in the shepherd's shiel- 
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ing than the lady thinks of, who sews her painted 
seam in her summer bower/' 

'< Be it so, good Bertram. And although not 
so 'deeply skilled in the knowledge of written 
Ungroage as yon^ frojf ip {is. ^xf^opsible for me to 
esteem its ytflne more* than I actoally do ; so 
hold we on the nearest road to this, Tom Dick^ 
son's, whose very akeep teU of his whereabout. 
I trust we have not very fir to go, althongb llie 
knowledge that our journey is shortened bj a 
few miles has so much recovered my fittigne^ 
that methinks I could dance all the rest of the 
way/* 
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CHAPTER ir. 

»* ' 'J ' • ■ - > I . 

JRosaUnd, WeU, tKis is tlie Forest of Arden. 
"TbttcAslMM. Ayt, AQhv am I m Ardlon ; tltemorefiioll. ^Hitii 
I ir|M.ltt.,]^Q)« I wfui ia^ A l^tex .place; but travellen must be 
content. 

^ l^ds. Aye, be ^, good Touchstone. — Look yon, wbo comet 
Ite^^ t.yon^g man aiid w old, in solemn talk. 

Am You Like IL^ Scene IV. Act IL 



• As the travellers spoke together, they reached 
a turn of the path which presented a more ex- 
tensive prospect than the broken face of the 
country had yet shown them. A valley, througli 
which flowed a small tributary stream, exhibited 
the wild, but not unpleasant, features of ^< a 
lone vale of green braken ;'' here and there be- 
sprinkled with groups of alder-trees, of hazels, 
and of copse oakwood, which had maintained 
their stations in the recesses of the valley, al- 
though they had vanished from the loftier and 
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more exposed sides of the hula. The &rm-lioiise, 
or mansion-house, (for, from its size and appear- 
ance, it might have been the one or the other,) 
was a large but low building, and the walls of the 
out-houses were suiBciently strong to resist any 
band of casual depredators. There was nothiug» 
however, which could withstand a more powers 
fill force ; for, in a country laid waste by war, 
die farmer was then, as now, obliged to take' 
his chance of the great evils attendant upon 
that state of things ; and his condition, mevtm 
a very eligible one, was rendered considerably 
worse by the insecurity attending it About 
half a mile fiirther was seen a Goduc baiUkig 
c£ very 8ma^ ezteBt» having a halfnlismantkd' 
chapel, which the minstrel prononnced to be tkm 
Abbey of Saint Bride. << The place,'' he said^ 
<< I understand is allowed to anksist, aa tvita or 
three old monks and as many mmsji whom k 
contaim;, are permitted by the Eoglish to.sem 
God there^ and sometimes, to give vdief to 
Scottish travellers; aad who have oqBordioi^jr 
taken assnrance with Sir Johm de Wwhmh mid 
accepted as their superior a eburd^aw oo wImmb^ 
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he thinks be ean depend. Bat if these guests 
Iiappen to reveal any secrets, they are, by some 
jneans or other, believed to fly towards the £ng^ 
Iish goremor ; aikd therefore, unless your lady- 
-ship's commaxids be positiye, I think we had best 
j&at trust ourselves to their hospitality." 

'^ Of a surety, no," said the lady, ^^ if tho« 
canst provide me with lodgings where we shall 
have more prudent hosts." 

At .this moment, two human forms were seen 
to approach the farm-house in a different direc- 
tion firom the travellers, and speaking so high, 
in a tone apparently of dispute, that the minstrel 
and his companion could distinguish their voices 
though the distance was considerable Having 
skreened his -eyes with his hand for some mi- 
fiutes, Bertram at length exclaimed, ^ By Our 
La<ly, it is my old friend, Tom Dickson, sure 
enough! — What can make him in such bad 
hfumour witih tiie lad, who, I think, may be the 
little wild boy> his son Charl^, who used to run 
abeut and pkit" nudies some twenty years ago. 
It«^^Iueky,'!&Qwevier, we leave found our friends 
adtir; fofr, I warrant, Toin hath 'a hearty piece 
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of beef in the po€ ere he goes- to bed, and he 
must have changed his Wont £f'an old friend liadi 
not his share ; and who knows, h^Eld we come later, 
at what hour they msLy now 'find it conrenlenf 
to drop latcli and draw bolt so near a hostflfe -gitr- 
rison ; for if we call tilings by their fighf naih^sj' 
such is the proper term for an English gSifrisbn 
in the castle of a Scottish noblemahl*^ 

" Foolish man,** answered the lady, **'thbu 
judgest of Sir John de Walton as thoii wouldst 
of some rude boor, to whom the opportunity of 
doing what he wills is a temptation and license 
to exercise cruelty and oppression. N6V, I cotifd 
plight you my word, that, setting apart the/ *4uar- 
rel of the Icingdbms, which, of course, \krili be 
fought out in fair battle on both isides^'yotf '^^ 
find that Sngtish and S<^tti^, Within 'tSa!^;^^ 
maiD, and within the reach of "iSirJohn to 'Wal- 
ton's innuence,'live together as' t^^ Bsail^ flol^ 




they fly upbi 
but around whom they nevertheless eii^Sft^ 
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"It is not to. your ladyship/' answered Ber- 
tt]^^ 1^^ that I sf;\oy^d venture to state my opi« 
nip^ (of ^i^ijLch piatters,; , but the young knighty 
'^^^^ he j!f ^Jieathed in armour, is a different 
beijilg fiom him. who feasts in ha^ls among press 
of l|adie8i ^ apcf he that feeds by another man's 
fires^dei,ai^ whep his laadlord, of all men in the 
world, chamsei!; to be the Black Douglas, has rea- 
son to keep his eyes about him as he makes his 
iQoajl,;— but it were b^tjter I looked after our 
omri ,eyepj[^g refreshmeint, than that • I stood 
her^. gaping and ticking about other folk's mat- 
t^]^«'' So .sayings he called out in a thundering 
tone of yo^ce, " ^)ickson ! — ^what ho, Thomas 
Dickspp !7~-will you not acknowledge an old 
fif^d^ ;v{rho 19 Qiuch disposed to trust his supper 
an^^nig^t'^ hedging to your hospit^ity?'^ 

^^fd ^c(^tqlyn^i), jattracted by th^^ call, looked 
%*.fil<>.9«>%.,!^apks of th^^ 
t? #fi J^,^>ff;d^?f tt^elfjU^alfd^^t^l^^^^^^ cuisthii| 

M'}^ h^.ftat. 0ie iijg^t; jolde^ w)iile he.adva^- , ' 
ced from the more sheltered part *4, *)»,«, yitdlejr 
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closer BxcfMa^wSSt %M ^ftQi^^lKi^'%i0Ai^AMF 

and gaitdy Witt' dillt>a(l»,i^ H^{iilbtiNilfiiMrito 
arraBgement aa tUe^ '-^01 li' lUnilff / 
of the 'HSgUanA».'"^W1i(<tf lM]|'^>iM***<«' 
to kaHh bOkf, 'fli^'lMjr^^lt t«ilN|«iN4i]tl*fl 
Mend of hef -pMt 'lUv'A MMW>MliM 
flomewhat past the ftfiMit' M ^"(dii 
showii^ marks of d^e i^j^roach hut none (^ the 
infirmities of age, upon a countenmce which had 
been ei:pote(i to many^a-'tttoiWJ qMlbi<|f4y«bl0< 
an(i 'a 'qii^<^ ':6teiinrtii|j<A»,' e<^Mhih»l( ii|tttf lIMffh 
ianc^,'fu<'(^tdr^%'oi^- i«tt) >IlaH'>iif e4<lbi^^k 
coaD6^jr4irMe WW 'MMriftik toMiftiioilMi- 

mia^oHeii mtH'mst/ks^it^; ^ «%«l|lMMMe 
yoliii^inrili lifW «teBA«l'liA=li««iidlt»-4*^ 
conte'nted, l%:^'(M[le'WHo1lM d^fl^i-^«kdi|(Milfe 
■mwka bf tiib fetli^T^liidf^tfeilV'AM^iloj'Jham 
the sullen expte«gi6ii whieh iningfleA y$Mi «iiiqp» 



CASfOM JMlM^XmOVS. 241 



pettMnee «l Ammt mm Urn mmm^kmrnm^f M»med 

MB* jM Mt MMabw.Ma, «I4 ftioid?' 
ttid BtilwiH ij i§ Amy mmmpmoImA witihlii % Auh 
tmmmm for mwwwii^ i ^«r kvre ikm tw««^ 
▼OBIS vloili bnTB flMMkBd mfmf vm Amcm w% wet* 
cnrmd dbng vitk thett all wmab wippe of 
BeflWB^ lk« EaglUininBtrdi ?^ 

<« In trofthy'* aiMiw^red die Sco^ «< it ii not for 
#ant olplmtjr of your covntrymen to keep you 
in my reaiembiuiee» and I liare baidly heard one 
of tliem to mneh as whistle 

* Hey, BOW tbe day dftwnS)* 

Imt it has recalled some note <^ your blithe 
rebeck ; and yet such animals are we> that I had 
f((nrgot die mien of my old friend, and scarcely 
knew hia at a distaniee. But we have had 
tronble lately {there are « thousand of your 
oonntrymen that keep garrison in the Perilous 
Casde of Douglai yondefi m well as in other 
places ilirough the rale* aud that is but a wof ul 
aight for a true Scatchman-^eren my own poor 
house has not escaped the dignity of a garrison 

VOL. III. I4 
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«f a gwai lit iinn» .fce»de» fewmev dnee anktr 
knaves, aodone^ir Jtiin><rfiptiof nMUef««.kii(^ 
telled pagM^ and tpffiNrtlH «i]fi4rillflot;leta]WL 
say, ^ tluaiaiby><»iv9^' bf >liiaQ«ii JmMou. Ho 

if hAawjwm. a wckomd Bonetkbig MiUer*lfaai 
you Bught «zpect from a friendl of atbeor digw; 
for, by Saint Ride of Doagias» I kave m umuuAy 
any thing lefit to iriucb I can lay ivdooaie/' * 

« &Dall. wekome will serrev" and Bertaanu 
^ My SOB, maloe diy reverMce to diy fitdiei's 
old friend. Augustine is learning aqr j^fom 
trade, but be will need some practice ere lie can 
endure its fatigues. If you could gire bim some 
lilde matter «f food, and a ^liot bed for tke 
jn^lfaeBe's no foar bat that wie shaU both de 
well «9ioi^h; im I dnro'say wdiea: yoa. taivel 
InA my friend ClMries dttn^-^*4f dbatrtdl yoiiil^ 
diance to iie.'jay oid.aoquaiiiiaaee iQfaaritWf^ 
you win find yoiuBelf aceommodBtei winli Us 
wai^.are>once wett jirandedfor." 

«< Niiy,.iha fosA fiend takame il i dtv"" «n- 
lyeredtibe ScottiA bwsbandiaan. ^^IJcaowiiot 
what tibe lads of this day are made of^-not of 
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tiie mate ofaqras'4hciir-£tfdien'<ti> be swe^— not 
gpvtui^ fMtt» 'lbe>'liM(ik6r^'W*kioh' £m« neither 
miidl nor irntn^ butfrnmitotiw delicate fdant of a 
foreign e o an lu ry » which will' not lhxiy« unlefls it 
be nourished wider glwm, with a n m rrain to it* 
Hie good Lord of Dougidfl-^I hare been hig 
henelrmaii) and can vouch for it^^^id not in hia 
jpagidiood desire amth food said lodging as, in tlie 
present day^ wiil hardly sadsfy such a lad as 
yoar friend Charles^" 

' ^^ Nay,'' eaid Bertram, <^ it is net that my 
Aogasttflje is ovier nice ; but, for other reasons, 
I must request of you a bed to himself; he hath 
of kte been unweU." 

' <^ Ay^ I understand,'' said Dickson^ << your 
son hath a toiah of that illness which terminates 
se ftequentiyinthe blackdeadi yon English folk 
dieof ?i Wehear much of die haifoe it has made 
Io4faeaomthwasd« Coadesit Utherwafd?' 
. BeetsBM noddedi • 

^ Well, my £aUikcr's boose^" continued die 
&rmer, ^ hath mote rooms than one, and your 
son shall have one ^weU^aired and cosnfortable ; 
and for supper^ ye shall have a part of what is 
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prepared for joxf^ coiyitTjrmeo^ thongli I ivoqIA 
rather bave their room than their. coniMny* 
Since I am bound to feed a 'score of them, 4heT 
will not dispute tibue cl^in^ of sach a aki^ol min- 
strel as thou art; to a i^ight's hospitality;. I am 
ashamed to say that I must do their bidding 
even in my own house* WelUa-daj, if my good 
lord were in possession of his own, I have heart 
and baud enough to turn the whole of them out 
of my house, like — like" 

^* To ^>eak plainly,'' said Bertram, << like a 
southron strolling gang from Redesdale, whom 
I have seen you fling out of your house like a 
litter of blind puppies, when not one of them 
looked behind to see who had done him llie 
courtesy until he was half-way to Caimtable/' 

<< Ay," answered the Scotchman, drawinr 
himself up at least sii( indbes taller than before ;. 
*' then J had a house of my own, and a cause and 
an arm to keep it Now I am — ^what siraifies 
it what I am ?-r-the npblest Iprd in Scotland is 

little better, , r - » - ... r 

• »7 '^ijiiiMixif '>iij ill!.// xj'j;i,' •»'• iir^iui ik>/ tn «ir/7 

** T?;idvv friend,", said Bertram,, " now yim 
view this matter in a rational lisht • I do not flay 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 245 

that die widest. tEie ncnest, or ttie strongest ihan 

3"^ i.tii '" ■■ ly^'^ '"'^'f? •fiv'i*! 1'^''' 'i^'Ui 'i^cw 

in tnis worm has any right to tyrannize over nis 

•"'^^h.ij-'i "i? ij<i >To)Kj) f)S)-:)l^>t f).iifO(l f'.ir-I »>j.. ' 

neighoour, because he is the more weak^ igno- 
rant, and the poorer; but yet ii he does enter 
into such a controversy, he must submit to the 
(TDurse of nature, and that will always give the 
udvahtage m the tide of battle to wealth, strength, 

^^ with permission, however,'* answered 15ick- 
8on, '^ the weaker party^ if he use liis faculties 
tb £he utinost, may, in the long run, obtsun re- 
venge lipon thie author of his sufferings, which 
would be at lease compensation for his tempo- 
rary submission ; and he act^ simply as a man, 
and most foolishly as a Scotchman, whether he 
sustain these wrongs with the insensibility of an 

loiot, or whether he endeavour to revenge them 

i' /."••- ''i-*'' '' "i' -' "'♦ i'"7' /••'/• '"••'^ ^«- 'r'.is *i ^' 
beiore Heaven s appointed time has arrived. — 

But i^ rtalk thus,' 1 shall scare you, as I'have 

scared ^ome of your countrymen, from accepting 

V-U;;:w'< ill ••■■54! ^'0'^iiif V'U -•» ' ''■'* i V»' ■ 

a meal of meat^ and a night s lodging, m a house 
where you might be called with the mornmg to 
a bloocTy settlement of a national quai^el." 
** l^ever mind,*' said'i^ertram, "we have beeu 
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known to^^di iilAiht dF'bM ; mA Ism no asore 
a&aid of toeefin^iiiiMrtln^ in youf Jmisev tliatt 
yon expect me 166 doiiiti'liiii!^^fo«'t3^ piefposci of 
additig* to die ii^iiii^s of *Wliidt ;^ou etnisptim.'^ 

« So 1)c it,** saM Dickson; « and you, iny 
old friend, are as wel<$ome to my abode'^os ^HifM 
it never Held any guest save of my own ini4ting. 
—And you, my young friend, Master Aog^ 
tine, slall be looked afiter as well as if you came 
with a gay brow and a light ckeekj sudbi as best 
becomes the gay science** 

*' But wherefore, may I ask," said Bertmm, 
" so much displeased but now at my youii^ friend 
Charies?* 

The youth answered before his fkther had 
time to speak. ** My &ther, grood sir, may pttt 
what show upon it he will, but shrewd and wise 
men wax weak in the brain in these trt>xd>lous 
times. He saw two or three wolves s^ize upon 
three of t)ur ^hdeest wethers ; and becanse I 
shouted to give the iAarm to the Engiish gani* 
son, he wai^ angry alii If he cdild have murd^i^ed 
me— juiit for savi&g'the ^ee^ from the jfiWffikai 
would have de^otired tihem.'* ' ' 



ifflMVfthiBtf^ Byearer thi^ truilu'if. ke had a. miiidi 
but far the pre««»t let it pa3S»" 

llie miiistrf ), perceiviag that the Scoldiman 
v^m freitted and embarrassed with the subject* 
.psesseditno&rther. 

At this moment, in oKissing the threshold of 
HMNQaas IKckson's house^ they were greeted 
inth aoundi from twa English soldiers within* 
** Quiet, Anthony," said one voice, — ^ qiiiel^ 
nan !^-^for tb^ sake of common sensi^ if not 
eomnaon maaoners ; — Robin {iood himself neTCi 
sat down to his boc^rd ere the roast was ready »'^ 

*^ Beady P' quoth aoa^ei;:rough> voice; ^^ it is 
roasting ta mgs^ and .s|^a^^ h^. beep ^ kn^x^ 
Diekson's skai^ ey&i of,,th$s^ .^jsgs^had. it ijiot 
been the eijqpress ord^ps^.^if tb^ wwrskiplW^.i^ 
John de Widtan^<that t^T^kj^^ w)iQ j|i^ up, outn 
p«ila should «a|bKEi^ to4h<(iaipi^^iuch|)7ipfT^^ 
as are not necessary £i>]r lhmx:0imu sid^sisleoce*'' 
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«* Hfshp ,^L^%f^^^bpdi,%.#hWie !" replied 

a^p, J kf^i'i^ tl^.in^t^t; ^^.giFe a'er thy 
gnunbUogy 3111^ aiuP'^»p^> as we «U lownr, 
hath p]:«HUM0 |U)4er fOfic^ p^o^lbsi «U>qiiar- 
r^U h^tif^en UUfplIawen aiMl tbe peojj^e dike 

<^ I an) $iure/' replied Anthtmyi *^ tM I Jtunre 
imiiiilleredocicaripntoiMme; boil would I were 
tqiially cert93AofjtJbegQQdmew9ii]^4^f dtiaraU^^ 
l^wed Tboioas Did^wn t^wappda.tbe £iigUBli 
MolSi&^fyT I ^eUffffi g^k.to bed ia .thisdmigeon 
o£,a.b^ups, but 1 4»zf eiot wyibreat . wiU S»p«3S 
srJ4e^atJ^^<9ateicb^mJ»i|:idReii», . i^ 

s)Mrp tan^^ 1^ ^pob^ ^ . ^f la^dXhfqpiAto IkftfSK- 

Commimicated if he has not broilgbtjWJ|d|.(}|im 
KeQd4 g^eeor^nd yet v^Qt to! betfri^ttenedfor 



ttr*^ tired'ft*aVfelWi^i''tiii*-aIitt^a^fi«'*«iy inroad 
H*rfr ' htiigfet^^ lAajf^'ftfaife' W^i^'lii^d' ili€aL 
Thet^ aretfcrttt df^fthif^iaf'WJ Hferb^^A*^ %afW6' our 
Ws 'ftind bij^ biIl^^Mfit)d]^¥^a^j'tod^^60ri!i tb^be 
'di^^ fr^iti'dutl s(ii{^iS''1d^'btoted tftkt #<)ur 
^^hftre-bf itl»' by a d^^i^ SeoftdiiMit; iHieftke^ (Sta- 
tionary or strollers. How say'st thoii ?r'liii'^dd- 
€fd, tofttfng to Dfek^n— ^"« How 8«y yfe, 4^^*®^- 
inasi^t^?'i« Is' no s^^r^- tliatt by the difeidtions 
gl^^eir ' fo i5i» post, we mtist^ enquire - into 'the 
'<]ioeti^atioh9 o^ suth gu^!^' as* you may recdve 
ti^ides'ou'rdelyesj yofli^ nncwfflki^ inmates $ you 
t<ave'a$ r^ady^'for jsu^enl'trafl-rant, as «ttpper is 
'ftW you V ato* ^ ^1' "^y delay you tod my Idend 
i^tbbilyy {whio ' becomei» dte^idfblly "htfpad^nty 
^•tiutA ^^kmiftiisW^ei*^ t\^0' 0]^ tbreel c(ae&ti0h^* Which 

' '<^^^®^iidi«hiPB§w/*'toftWArel*®iA4<ftiV ^^ilibu 
i tue«iaiei^it^eI4b#,J alid'^^affito^^itt^rii^MiHating 
'j[kturd«6 be>c«te€td)ifed:tQ^i>^te^lte^MLn^<itf 6W^^ 
friends, because diey chance to quarter iib 'title's 
>iOiinJlwpfe lQ«^»'U%titttii^^1HH), ^f 'F^sf sub- 
unit tdvth^4iil^ ^mA'ilfiaft^qS) %aiu^ tf^WSbn. 

2l 



► 



2S0 CAsmx nASGtMovs. 

Hkmt upon the fimrteenth day tirfore T^ibft Swh 
^y, Tboaias Dlcteoii hroiiglif to U» hmsae «f 
Haaeebiae, In wUdi ^db M4 gicniidii, fey wdto 
from the 'English g^fV^ttNir fib JUito 
two strainers, tb ^hdm the ^M Tiwtms IKck* 
-son had promised refreshment and a bed For &e 
evening, if it be lawfid at this time and plaoe;.^ 

*^ Bat what are they these strangers?* siSi 
Anthony, somewhat sharply. 

*^ A fine wotld tiie whfle," muru a u ted llMnnai 

^ IMdtton, ^that an honest man shonH be floiMl 

to answer the qnesdons of every pidtry tmt^ 

panion J* — But he mitigated hia rciht and *^o^ 

eeeded. '^ The eldest df my gaests is Bertratt^ 

an ondent Xbglish minstrel, who isr bound ^M lift 

own errand to the Oastfe t>f Douglas aAd vrii 

communicate what he ha& to ^»y of news to ^ 

John de Wdton hitnself. I faiefe known him 

for twenty yeaiis, ahd' never' heard' sietf thing 

of him, save tiiat he was gdod man and true. 

. The younger stranger is his son, a )ad recova^ 

ing from the ISngii^ £sorder, wUdi has been 

jmging far and wide m Westm(»«Iand and Com^ 

berland." 
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« Ten «e/' ioid O^rtlmr^iMr^ '' tkiji 99am 
BertnuB, was lie not aJbout Ji' yenr l9b)C<^ in th« 
semoe tji aomeac^Uic; Jm4y in o.^r own c«mtry ?*' 

^^ I jbave lieafid so^" l^lgw€;red,Didc«olu . 

^ We ibali, in Uu^t c^s^,. I ^(dnk^ init^ ^little 
^ger,f ' replied BeAdrt)ie-BoTv: ; . '^ J^y .aJljbwii^ 
this old man and his son to. proceed on tbeir 
jooniey to the c^atle/'. 

« You are my oldex ^ my better," mswer^ 
ed Antiiony ; ^^ but I may reoxind you th^ it is 
not ao deafly, our duty ta.giire free powi^i^ inio 
a^garrimn of a thousand men of aU za^Ios^to a 
yontk who ha$ been ao Jately.attadied by a ^a- 
tagiaua disorder jiand.} question if our ewnmander 
9?oi]ld not sa^ev liear that. theBlacU JDouglas^ 
iritk a hm^edideTils as. Uaek aa himi^lfa ^^iBoe 
liwsh iahia ooloar^ had taken posseaa^on of the 
onApoat of Ha^efsifie i^.fiproid <apd Jbattle-^xe» 
thag& that one,{|«raon. who. ^uS^d^ iin4^r t|^9 fell 
Gsdmesahadentaic^dpea^^ea^ly, and by .th^ Ofep* 
ed wieket of the ea^tle,'f ... 

<« There ai something iip^.w^t thou 9aye8t» 
AntkoBy,'' replied his eomrade ; *^ and consider^ 
bkg that our govemor, sinee he has undertake^ 
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18 esteemed a^ ,ip»)|p^,jmfr^,:d|^9f^iis ibaiirwiy 
bthe|r.wit^f^,^^c9^d»,;}i|i^,,t|Q(^^ .one^jof the 

8tan^ apd t^e }M Qi^iiiimpda lw9f t)i« Opting 
is to }>e d^lJ(i.w}^*\ . . ' ... -u' 

*^ Content am J/' said the wcb^ ; .^^ and fiiiat» 
methinks, I wQvld jusi^ in ocdeTt t^. «Imw tbatiive 
know what belo)|g;» to ^pch a^c^sfb ^ tb^ strip- 
lii^ a few sffmtfowif i^a hpw l^^g. he basiiifiw 
illy by what physiciaiis he has been atteaML 
^hpB.Jlie; vf9^ fffrn^ su^Mm l^ ifriw^ il eer- 

inthi8ap?iJ^gft^;i|jit.flp%!^.L v'< ovi..-,^n Uiin-^ 
^J^,bf/P^;.I'™H^^ Hp»^mwt.i>uMa*5r 

4wrfejJ, Wfil ]^t9)|gb.tJiq.59vW.¥iAwt^^r^ 
fudging his own bedchamber the fittest place 
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felt A'y^dtifl^i]tali'tleik>vibrldg'!&biil'asevere illniess, 
and aft^ra dd)^>i9^iid fitfifel^f &%tf6.'' 
- «^W'^tt,'^*all«^€fred thd'lilclfetiwrchiBr, '< though 
itw ^ncK^mikotL to'tiieii^d; likfinis, Hve'bybow- 
^ittg Efid k|tGhre¥i to meiddlr'tifeh kt^trbgations 
andl'.examkiatiofh?; 'y^,"as' this d^e' stands, we 
must make some enquiries of yt>iir son,' ere we 
p^niit'him to set forth to the Castle of Douglas^ 
wh^6 f^msaif hiB errand leads him." 
• jv^^'Rathter my errand, noble sir," said the 
ifliii^ti^^ *^ tbcUi that df the yotrog man him* 

'« If stek b^ th'e'cascf,'' answered Bend-Uie- 
Bow, ^^ we may sufficiently do our duty by seeding 
yMi^elf^'t^ theftrst 'g^ light of dawn, ^to the 
t^H^^'MdMti^ ^bUtSon fieskin iii bed^ wVieli 
i^wa^toii 4^'il]te> flW^^lab^ i^liim, until we 
shall receive Sir Jolih'db^Walbh's c^mm^ds 
wh^tb^t^hfe^ii'ta^^ bpbikgtt4W»rard ^t libi" 

• >J<*rlAnd 't^p'ef^^irtiajr^ aS^^i^P^* iaM' iAiiUiony, 
«'iAtd^'Wer*a»d^«d'hivet%l^ nlklfi Bdmpany at 
suppers mak«^4^m'i&)e4udiht^d''xV!th' M ru^^^ of 
th«<<m«gdi4^iiB«afi6tfdd he^&^fbf ^y time/' So 
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and said, ^^ miantiil, cansl dwH read?* 
^ It 1 1 iwawa my WKBg» ' flvd die nuaaCr^ 
'^It baa iwthibg 4a /fo mdi WMy tbaa^'* 
aaaircsad tke aachorr ^ audi I k ara i lwt e dk» Aaa 
read these teguiatioim aload ; fer luee I doaat 
eompvelMiid these ehaaaflten hj a%ht» I loot bo 
duuioaef lunriai^ diMtifead ovav-totiae aaaftas 
as I can, tha^ I awqF fix Uieir apaat maymowafyi 
Sa beware diat thim readast.dia wowb kttcrf fig 
letter as Ac^ am set dcurn; fax Ayau doat^ao^at 
tbj perils 8k Minstel* if tboa readest net Ska a 



" Qa my mastrel word," said Bai?liaByj aai 
begaa te read caooesshnily slaw ; jGw be wisbed ta 
gaitt a litda tima for cafisidafatiaa» adiiak ba 
ftreasw would be aeaeasaiy to preNrntbia baing 
separated from bis mistress^ wbitk was l&aty la 
occasiaii' ber maab aajdafy and distress* Oa 
tbetefeaa began drass — ^,^ Qatpast at Ilaaa^ 
side^ the^tiiaiiny.ai Goodman TIiobuis Biatuoiil^ 
--Ay, Tbomas, aad iathy beaaa aa caiU4?' 
>< It is tbe ancJoit naase ofthe steadiiig/* said 
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ike SMt» ^^beii^mi^MiiidMlby'm htsel-dawy 
or dudcet*' 

ABtiumyv ^^ and ptote^i^ ia yiord >faltte thiit or 
j0wt ears, ^oriblcii you Mem diipawd t^malc^leM 
iifteor' 

^ < Hb gutiMtt,^^ .*poeee<M tiie odoitrd^ 
rcddfaig;, ^ * €Msirt»of « IftMe whk iti ^atnaitaie/ 
Wbait, Aen^ a kmce^'iD •A^r wtfdb, a b^ted 
kn%ta;, coHHBaadt tU» partjr?^- ^ 

«« 'Tb no *eoiioeA ^ tUfie,'* said ihe ardher. 

«< B^ it ifiy'^ amnr^red ilia aaaBStitel; << we 
We a r%ht tote axa«med by Ae higfc«stp«. 
j^tm iii y>o 8 c ae e >" 

'« I will abvw Aee, tkoa lOKai/' adkl tibe 
an3i€fr, Biartiiig' Wf^ <<tiiat I am iaaoe eaou^ 
for dieeto reply to, aod IwSk break tky Inadif 
thou sayVt a -wMd aiore/' ^ 

'< Trice ear^, bMtber'iAiabatay^ arid faiaoaB^ 
raMie, ^ we afe to use trav^llera eeaiteotoly' 
and, witb your leave, those" trarellbta bait wte> 
come from aar nalrre lai^'' 

<* It is even so stated bete,'' aud die anastrel^ 
and he proceeded to read : — 



fin ' QMgmm qair&MtKwu 

A«»saiA vlfiithmyi «bHeri% i«iidi:}t»:pa8t^ 4)Mvi^ds 
to tlie'%aiim»ofidQot(^M/ <^ lo >BoitglM Gtetlev 

inatter k>f Mi^ndoa ;' ^bitt ennidbedtigt j|hetBMft(nb 
m aUnMtlets d^dUf 'and OMStMusly 1»^ tbe j^^jd^ 

• 

^f the <ytt)itiy5 attd t» theae^who l9av«liB it/ 
Yon s^ moot mMlieitt and valimt aveliejr^^ 
added Ae.ooBMiMiitat|DrBettVBtB5 ** AtttediHteiy 
Hnd oivIUly> ttpe^ above all^ reeammonded ta yMr 
^ woi«Up in yMV odQudac* tow^urds^Aie iadialdtattts, 
and those' pttKe^gofs^hOy like ifSyaokyditiioe^tb 
ha imder yoarTides m ftuok'inatloim'' 

i^ lamjDotitoxbe^toId: iit/tlii9>itime:<of. dagr^^' 
said die a&rclEBr^i^tlm«r tonemdvot liiyself iiDi:4he 
idbcbaitge^yfifliy.diilMs. ^Ikel^meia^vise'ythi, Sir 
il^fidstiiel^t>teib^ frHahiamfl b^isnitii ytrariaubwttfs 
t|oft>i»iei^p2^ies^aiid):^duii8hali( fahnre i^aJfemhti 

I ff W WnplBtiy^ ' { to r^lluilOd'lii) -^tat O/iiJ ui p'J'iliit. 

<^ I hope, at all erents," said the milMtJily !^'to 
)iar<^)iklii)r tiivvbcu fd# itff^MUi^HvliO^Ai^i d^^ate 



stiipUs^y sumI Riot[iaffciialtexi»dit«r..{4ay. ^ part 

^li^tbe twojantllen^ ^>ii^ildiyi.^<|ji«be.a<'i»0yi€i6 in 
tills t^rnedlrial ouurigiitifitay X nBcurnuit 1 4bali /Ihw, 
my^iri^i froia.% loi»k and mantier af tpeeek, 
liiMt>enougb,ofiaytt:to/U9e tbyioompaas. .To.eonir 
fort thacb- abth<M]gk itbMi musi tbjiaelf anavrem jtbe 

in otd^r thai be ana^ ae6:tba]Pe ia ni> ofi^oain 
tbea, I tbkktbaraiiiay Nperinia^Mn granted for 
thy son's msiding bera in tbe cagiYenlibanl by^ 
(wb^r^i mh^ ounS) by >lbQ.if/iay9. ai^a9>i)^4tf».ibe# 
.mopksti and' J»9iV!e oeavly as'taag; baa^ir(i^ ^m 
mayst be f^aayi^aboitti 4i)y .aan'« i jnc^ato^; uni^U 
tlmi^ bwtjdd&ei'tbyjbubine^c^ at Douglas (Easrtle» 
abdAFlaye^dyitoivafama tbyj<yiil^^ *di biL- 
^' ^f If ^neb fwrnnsdiob/' nid' th^ niiiB^ V' ^^>^Bn 
bi^ /obtained^ Iisbni4d AieibMi^ fkwie^'MieAie 
him i at^^ba ^ibib^yv • And> gdi my seICi dpnlhejcfinlt 
place, to take the directions of y(^tunj«(qiinfln^ 

.r. '1 CF^i:iai«ly/'ianafKev««i tbl^ aocM, #4batiriU 
be the safest and best way ; and with a piece or 



lir» of Moggyir il^m^tatpi^Mmmr^^ pmiiiiliwn 

** I hftve kaown Ufe, I have ksowB cyay styio^ 

fiiT'ioiD tiiirty yeais; ami W that canaot steer 
Ui come ftiilf Arpugh it like aa able «eflniaD» 
after having aenred aoeh an i^praiticedkqp^ eaa 
haidly ever be taught, were acentiiry to be giv<ea 
Jam to lears it ixtJ* 

^^ SSnce tfioa art ao eaqpert a mariner/' aiw 
fiver ed the ardher Antheuy, ^< thoa haet, I war*- 
^raatme^metin thjrwanderinga a potation eaBed 
a mondng's dzaiight, wKieh they who are ee»* 
ducted by others, whare they themselves laA 
experience, are used to bestow up^i.thoee who 
undertake the tadc of guide upo& such an oon^ 
siea?' 

^^'l uiidertta*d you^ «»,'* ^pmAi the miistre^ 
*^ and altkong^ mem^f or ^drink-g^bff, m the* 
Flanii^ dalls it» it ro^eina scarce cownwiity sa 
the parse of oi^. ^nty calUngi yet, acocvdiiig to 
ray fedbte aUliljis A^u 'didlt hat'O no^ oause to 
eomphin that thine eyes or thoae of thy com* 



wliile we can find an English piece oi'vitkiey td 
pajito Ike ge^ filf«l6]<#U^A(iatd w»ih^ 

^ Gontent,^' sidd die archer | *< we wttr \mdep* 
stattd each otiier j and tf «Ufficnhies 'ariBe tm the 
road, Aou shalt sdt w^ant the ceuncfeoanee of 
Anthony t& sail trinmphaiKtljr ikrongh thenw 
But tiitott hadstF belteor let thy son kno^v^ soon of 
the early visit to the abbot to-moiroir, foir thda 
mayst guess that we cannot and dare not delay 
ouf departure for the ccxnvent a minute after the 
eastern sky is Tuddy ; saai, with other inirinitieB^ 
yoy»g itten often are prone to lazinessand a loire 
of ease." 

*^ Thou shalt have no reason to: dink lo/' 
answered the mmstrel ; ^* not Ao lads. Imnself, 
when waked by the first ray peeping over tko 
black dlond, springe more'lightiy to the bky, 
than will ihy Augnstiae miswttr the same bnl-^ 
liant summons to-morrow Morning* And-now 
we naderstand each other, 1 WouM only iartjier 
pray you to fo4*bear'l}jght'<iBft while my son u 



t 'VVay^ joUy nunstrel," ssdd dh'^'emer arctier, 

' Satan rep^^^ Mii/'''tf muH^rfolToWecl'-t^y 
claA'«>r"tl^iftir"j4ayras -ibbti pi^'etena^'tj % 
soiii liaVJn^ kfepttHfefe tbmpaby khuip ciiji^oo^ 
must by this time be fit to open a scbootfo'teacti 
e/vikA^rSi tiiie pracdu^ «f^ie sev^k deaidly sins, 
of Htlidi Jiottb teo# tk^ thWiy'if 'tkosl of iii'e' 
fray science at«-liAib^*" ■■•"-■'; "■ "' " "'' '"'' 
■ '^hrrttiy/eoaintdfe, then ipelJtest "welt, an- 
stt^d B^t^l^;"'< an(t' r aclinoWledge'tBat' we 
minstrels are too much to blame in tliis matter.' 
N«^fiA»6^'i]l' gtfdd 8ootb',''tIi«i'ftiil\ Is'^^or one 
of'tiditekltii^eSf atii paaekf^lf^fiSt^^Sii'^h" 

UtioMmiittiifKhbAiiyd^^d'i^il tU^^-fias'kli^^i^'lt!' 
wfaIi«iD«r,l»6b«ld'^ V^iil'lS^ itf rSfiPM^Mif ^HhW" 

spsMh^k^ yio^n^."'I'^I,-'fil81«K»e,^WitM' 

yoi»tieriBi98i6ti,''!ip^«k a^dtSwm^M^Wi 
to-moiw«'%*ifiirtV*fe^tt'fb«lt-<^y;'*' ' ' '" ' 
*' Do so, my-ftiiftndi" said the E^psE soldier ; 



^^f^iP-^^^Pfi^ ?ftl 



(( 



poor supper is stiU awaituig,flf^^t^^i;tjTMi^ 
top»rteke,of it/'. .,-,,, .•■,|,,ij,,,:,n 7.:,,. :;h^ •» - 

«' To whic^j I.J???"?^? '^,«»",.«fj4J|f^ft?Baj 
« 1, am di^tjp^d 1(0,^pfpii^n pp ^^^^'p, „.,u-r 

" Follow in.e, tli^u,".6ai(J;P^c)i;$p}v.*V«n^t 

hashisn^st." _ ^, ,.,.,,,.,, ,,. ,.. ..,.;. „ .,. .. ,,. , 
Their lio^t ^cQQrdipg^x ^^P^^ ^ ^^ Wj^odea . 
stair, and tapp^^t a4oori ^h>c^ li^.:^m<iMir 
cated was that of his youagi^r gjgit^,, 

" Yqur fether," coiitintt<;d bet,, as the <door 

"Excuse m^,^my Wt/Van«Wr^ Aj«\1^^ y 

y<)i^j: ,f ^tiifg7i5^H(»|}er„?wl rtWffl^osrwgiHotiftAe, , 
b^ti,p55S6p)>,,;f^p,?^» I My<f, b«Wi.«PllPf*l|«l't«' 

at which I rai<|^|;,i6j^«(^g)<{fl5 4!f1^,mi»fimft^U^«^ 
to tbjS.e^fl^Jpiwj %i<iffj(p»fwW)i»?i«^«^'< 1 '• 



^ And hm dart: Aoa vefidb," iSaU DidcMD, 
^ bdng left ^tk the Abbot of Goint Bridti's 
Jitde flodk liere ?' u 

is a man of respectability beeoning bis ToeatitD, 
and iMt one- of dioM swaggeriag diiuditteii, 
wbo streteb out tbe vworiy and bcaviheisaciires 
like rank aeUicxs m these troublous tisMS." - 
• << For thaCy yoan; master," Md^DidwiH ^* if 
you lethim pot his hand deepi»Mi^ iato pmt 
purse, he witt haidiy qanml with mkjAiog/* 

'^^llien I will leave hot to my fiith^' i^qdied 
Aogosline, ^^wbo will hardly grudge hiaEi any 
thing he arics in reason." 

^ bk that <aise»" replied the SoetchiQaBiy << ysu 
»ay tetisit to our abbot foif gqpd^ .ayQAmmodati^it 
^ftf«odeofaodi.«i^:are pleaaedi'' . ' 

" It b well, my swi," said JS^rtma, wb^ WOW 
jbiMd ioi the coAWtsatfee^;:. ^^ Mitjbhift) tiiott 
acfsli be ixeady Iw tiiy eatijr taa^nUngf Id^ril 
pseacptiy gietr^ofjrf hoatito !seaid .theeieeme 4iDe4 
after, pfvtiikfaigtefy which thou idiouUstgo to^atd 
and ^ieqp €iff ihet fiatlSg^ of te-day^ since to-mor- 
row will briag work for itself." 
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, ^< And w for thy engagcmeitl; im th^m honeflt 
aroh^ts," answered Augustine, ^ I hope you 'will 
be able to do wbat will gire pleasure to our 
gmies, if th^y are dispesed to be civil and true 
men/* 

'■ -*^ Godbleis thee, my ehiU P answemd Ber« 
trsfm ; ^ thott knowest'^ifaeady wlat weald drag 
after yeor beek all tbe English af dMfs that were 
ever at Cressy or Poictiers. There is «d fear 
ef a gt«y goose shaft, if yeu sing a nveUksg like 
to diat whidi chimed even now fiom liiat siHoea 
nest of dtdnty yoni^ goldfinches." 

** Hold me as in readiness^ then," said due 
seeming youth, <* when yoa depart tcnmonrow 
nornifig. I'sifi wi<ihin hearing, Imsppoaej of 
Ik bells «f Sdnft Bride*s efaapel, «tidr Inve Mr 
fear, through my skrthi of ketdping' jovt^ofymn 
eampany wailfaig/' 

«f GMd<4i[^t, and €M Uess thee, my tHaki P* 
agaiil saddthe ndnsttiel; ^i' remet&berthat^ymr 
fiiiker deeps net ibrdiataftty^and^n lite sUglMat 
afaBrmwillii0t£Edlt»'ltewidk'yi8tt;^ Ineed:scaroe 
bid diee recommeBd drfeeif^'meajKnae, tx> the 
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great Bdi^, who If die friend and fiAcr nf bb 

alL'' 

The pilgnm thanked Mr ffq^poteff firib^ 
his ereniDg btemngi and the tytos widtdMnr 
without fiiriher speech at the time, leaitlA^ €ke 
young iady to those eiigrosdng fiaM»-ilUdi,*fte 
Borelty of her sitnationy and the natire'dlftHfiiK^ 
of her sex being considerec^ nAtaroIl^ -fllroXfcd 
npon her. 

The tramp of a horseV foot was not long tfter 
heard at the house of Ibz^lside, and Vke rider 
was welcomed by its garrison with ndlolcii' of 
ijespect Bertram understood so much as to As- 
cover from the conversation of ^e wiordiert UmI 
this late arrival was Aymer de Vfdeiice,'drt kn^t 
who commanded die little |iarty, atid'ttt' Ae 
furniture of whose lance, as it wai tediidcaBy 
called, belonged the archers with tHlbm' welili^e 
already been acquainted, a iAan^itt-artiis bt tWoj 
a certain proportion of pages or grodkldii^ anc^ in 
short, the command and gtudaiiee of thfe gaftilon 
at Thomas Dickson's, while in raoiik h^'wte de- 
puty* governor of Douglas Castle* 

To prevent all suspicion respecting himself 



.1 



ter being disturbed, the minstrel thodght it prp^ 

an examination, while an old soldier took down 
«»»^S^Bg^F»ff?RfJ^^ ex^resf m his re^^^^^ 

" ^Iftditoy tnine: stern or seveite in ld» 




d DOS- 



sessed exactly .of the oourtepus manners ascribed 
by our (ather. .(^hsLjicez to the^ young e/eVe of chi«' 
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Ytiry wbonii he deseribeg uponbk pUgrimage t» 
Canterbury. But widi all his gentlenessy Toong 
Aymer de Valence showed a great degree of 
acuytenees and accuracy in hk queries; and well 
pleased was Bertram tbat the young kni^ifc did 
not insist upon seeing his supposed son^ allh<Higk 
even in that case his ready wit had resolred, Kke 
a seaman in a tempests to sacrifice one part to 
j^eserve the rest He was not^ however, diiyoi 
to this extremity, being treaty by Sir Aymer 
de Valence with that degree of oourtesy whieh 
in that age men of song were in general thought 
entitled to. The kn^ht kindly and liberally 
eosksented to the lad's remainiag in the c<mTeiit| 
as a fit and quiet residence fior a stripling and 
an iniralidy until the goremor, Sir John de Vi^al* 
ton» should express his pleasure on the subject; 
and Sir Aymer consented to tins arrangement 
the more willingly, as it averted all possible 
danger of bringii^ disease into the English gar- 
fison. 

- By the young knighf s prder, all in Dick* 
gen's house were dispatched earlier to rest than 
usual ; the matin bell of the neighbouring char 
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pel heing the signal for their assembly by day- 
break in the xooming. They rendezToased ao- 
<0ordiBgly, and proceeded to Saint Bride's, where 
they heard mass, after tviiich an intenriew took 
place between the Abbot Jerome and the min-^ 
atpel Bertram, in which the former ondertook, 
with the permission of Sir Aymer de Valence^ 
to receive young Augustine into his abbey as 
a guest for a few days, less or more, and for which 
Bertram promised an acknowledgment in name 
of alms, which was aisply satisfactory. 

^^ So be it," said Bertram, taking leave of hia 
supposed son, ^' and rely on it I will not tarry 
a day longer at Dot^las Castle than shall suffice 
for transacting my business there, which is to 
look after the old books you wot of, and I will 
speedily return for thee to the Abbey of Saint 
Bride, and resume in company our journey 
homeward/' 

" O father," replied the youth, with a smile, 
^^I fear, if you get among romances and chroni- 
cles, and the contents of a fine old library, you 
will be so earnest in your researches, that you 
will forget poor Augustine and his concerns." 
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*^ Never fear me^ Augastine,'' said tlie old 
many makiiig the motion of throwing a kiss to- 
^ wards the boy, ** thou art good and virtaous, and 
Heaven will not neglect thee were thy &th.er nn- 
natnral enough to do so. Believe me, all the 
old songs since Merlin's day shall not make me 
£i>rget thee." 

Thus they separated, the minstrel, with the 
English knight and his jetinnet to po^ei towards 
the castle, and the yoiftb in dtttiM ittte^dance 
on the venej^aUfi/abbot, who was delighted to find 
that his guest's thoughts tamed rather upon 
q^iritoal t^ngB tjiaaibs xqionwg.isq^fii^: of (the 
a|)q|[mach ,of jvUeh^heooTihU^ h^.telng \mr 
sel£'0e9f#lov ! .^-liu- «♦«•• [.-i .♦> 

- ". i.'»Xi* i'jVO nOOff bvi5il il'^iiJv/ 'VfnL' <'>/r.Ml r.-i. 
• ■'» ^•];Uiil{o jlviiO'uit iJJlbr'**! io VJl'rjiK'" ; |t •'• 
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CHAPTER III. 



^ tlib tolg:W AMfAittkB, Is Imt ihe dsfliglit ^k, 

Sunk as the day is wlien the sun is hid." 

MinhikdiU of Vemee. 



T<f freiKlfttd die pi^gress of tbe party on its 
vfty to Douglas C!listle, tiie Kiiiglit of ^ Valence 
offered the minstrel the convenience of a horse, 
which the &tigaes of yesterday made him gladly 
accept Any one acquainted with equestrian ex* 
ercise, is aware that no means of refreshment 
carries away the sense of fatigue from over 
walking so easily, as the exchange to riding, 
which calls into exercise another set of muscles, 
and leaves those which have been over exerted 
an opportunity of resting through change of mo- 
jdon, more completely than they could in abso* 
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lute repose. Sir Aymer de Valence was sheath- 
ed in armonr, and mounted onr liis charger ; two 
of the archers, a groom of mean rank, and a 
squire, who looked in his day for the honour of 
knighthood, completed the detachment, which 
seemed so disposed as to secure the minstrel from 
escape, and to protect him against violence. 
'* Not," ftaid the young knight, addressing him* 
self to Bertram, << ^t there is nsoaUy danger 
in travelling in this country, any more than in 
th« most quiet districts of England ; but some 
disturbances, as you may have learnt, have bro- 
ken out here witfiin this hot year^ aad have 
caused tha garrison of Castle Dow^gfaa to matiK 
tun a strioter wiAcA. But fet us mmB on, fer 
the oomplenMi of the day is oongenial wiA 
the origioBl deriratieii of tibe name of die oouik 
try,'«Bd' like desadptioB of die chidb to iAo« 
it beloDged^SiM^ i>A» Giam-^{Mee yovduk 
greyrman), andidadL -grey will our rvute pv0fe 
this naming, Ijhou^ by good ludt i^ is wm 
long." ' - 

The viWiABg fwed indeed what tiie otigimk 
<3oetie W9vi» ipq^ed, *< ft dri^y, daric, oMMsi 
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day ;'' the mist had settled upem the failki, and im« 
roUed itself upon brook, glade, and tani, and the 
fitpnng bfieese was not powerful eamigii'to raise 
the veil, though from the wild sounds which were 
heard occasioimlly on the ridges, and through the 
glens, it might be supposed to wail at a sense of 
its own inability. The route of the travellers 
was directed by the course which the river had 
pkNighed for itself down the valley^ the waters 
of which bore in general that dark grey livery 
which Sir Aymer de Valence had intimated to be 
tiie prevalent tint of the country. Some laefiiMv 
taal stru^les of the siin shot a ray here and there 
to salute the peaks of the hiUs ; yet these were 
unaUe to sunnount the dalness ^a March morn^ 
mg, and, at so early an hour, prodvoed a variety 
of shades, rather than a gleam of brightoesi^ 
upon the eastern lioriz<<m< The view was mox»^ 
tonous. and depressing, and apparently the good 
knight Aymer sought seme aoDOiisiement in oeca*- 
aional talk wkh B wtram, who, as waa usual with 
his craft, possessed a fund of knowledge, and a 
power of convemation, well suited to pass away 
a dnU morning. The minstrel^ well .pleased to 



heartily do I wish ikoii'Wm4d^*fm\y^M\)j^ 
•vfhat . caa.JiaTe ,a?id^ce4,the%,, hmgp W Aou 

fitlhig Wd .ee^oMOg tf .yw ^i»e4ib«^ jrtW 

poB^fi^f jwn8Jtf^y,"a. The })p>fwefl tt)Qk.tJ»^ 
]uAt» (81^ ^ jt>M&f but, lifs ^843 e^^p^Qse^i by J^bm 
«nimWiig.yb$efyati^fls, .by, i?^ mm^ V^m^ 
tliat tli^r^ W^SWd. JH^e i^ce qf ^§k 4?jv.eifbearr 
log .wbat conyeri^atM^n ^bjQi^Li p9$s betwc^^i^. tbe 
young ^nigbtftnd ihe, minstrel, whjch prof^q^^ 
«8faUow£|; — V . 

a 

<^ I am, tben, to ipderstand^ good minstrel/' 



fiaM the laight^ <^4hat";^,'*#ho Iianre in yout 
itm^d. bom« itms; ml' 4^dii fidlcvircid <Saint 
Georg6% Te^raserbimA^^Kr Hi^ Holy Sepul'- 
chre, are so little tired of the danger tttMnding 
<iW pr«ife8^^, t^tyoii^feti-yo^i^rs^'ttttkcted 
uime^^stertly tb tegioiid whef e ^h^l MreWt, for 
«yer looge'iti iUd^ekMmrAj'ls ^endy'fi^ AiaM; An the 
fi%fate8t(in^dVoea^Mi ?"^ 

"<* ftn^ttM'be'teird;'' !retdied die idnstrel 
U(mlIy;f»todttMireif6ttek^ qiiestim ih the aflBr- 
tttettive; atid'ye^ wben-ymi eensideif hown^^ittly 
«Hie€h i» hSb pfr6fMfo» iA» o^ebfiites deedi of 
WM^ irith iAM irf Ae imight-i^ ptetfottiis theito, 
yoitf hienidiir, I Ainkj 'wfll hoMit^adHMibli^'tiiat 
«' HiiilB^el d^itimil of doSrig" kb^^ie^oifi' sKtfdd, 
llfae ^lyiitiii^ k%ht;'^eek the tH!^' ystf^adt^n^or^ 
W&e^^tt i^rt^lft^ jb^g, and{rkttet^Vikii'tMii^frfei 
Whk<^ i;&<& kdbi^k^e % ^i^sei<^^Jo# lilg^ted 
ln<M^'de<fAi^'ttult^ tbtose^I^ teikmSf 

hi^htiik iMn liv^i>i^ki^,''dM'^^^ig^6My 
}ri'^fettc^^*'iir''l)ryi dW^«^cJ'^^>fe^"">Yiw*'yottt- 
«eUV i^i^9 ^iia'<(^6se4Ik«'y«ii'/'iryihbla^Q^ 
in respect of glory, guide your conrs^^'thi^gh 
.thi« world 'on thifr Vi^y saine ]^dple which 

m2 
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Inin^f y OOP poof Tnynizi^ fscvfwsA Date ant frim 
H fe pnmnce of nerry Engkokl, «• iias daik 
courtly cf nigged Scotiand called Douglas Dale. 
Yoa loi^ to see adventures matAj of notieei 
and I (under ftroor for nandog us two in die 
same Ivreath) seek a scanty and preearie«s, bi^ 
not a disliononraUe living, by preparing ftp 
immortality, as well as I can, the partieainrs of 
spclii exploits, es|>ecially die names of Aose who 
were the keroes of these actioBS. Eaeh, dieie^ 
fere, labonrs in his voeation ; nor can tke one be 
jusdy wondered at more dian Ae oAer, sering 
4lhnt if tkere be any £flference in the degrees of 
danger to whieh both the hero and die poet are 
<exposedB die courage, strengdi, anns, and ad> 
df«fl9*of die valiant kmght, ' render it safer fat 
him to venture into scenes of peril, than for die 
poor man of rhyme." 

** Yon say well," answered die warrior ; ** and 
although it is somediing of novelty to me to 
hear your craft represented as upon a level widi 
my own mode of life, yet shame were it to say 
that the minstrel who toils so much to keep in 
memory die feats of gaUant knights, should not 
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iiimself {«cfcr teme to-eviiteiice^ and a single 
iwbievenieixt of valour to a iriiole age without 
a name, or to affirm liuit he f oUowb a moan wad 
unworthy prdfesaionr ' "^ 

" Your worship will then ackoowledge/' said 
the minstrel, *^ that it is a legitimate object in 
such as myself, who, simple as I am, haFe taken 
my regular d^^ees among the professors of the 
^y mence at the capital town of Aigues-Mortes, 
to struggle forward into llus northern district, 
where I am well assured many things have haph 
pened which hare been adapted to the harp by 
minstrels of great £une in ancient days, and hate 
become the subject of lays which lie deposited 
in the library of Castle Douglas, where, unlesB 
•copied over by some one who understands the 
old British characters and language, they must, 
with whatever they may contain, whether of 
entertainment or edification, be speedily lost to 
' posterity. If these hidden treasures were pre- 
served and recorded by the minstrel art of my 
poor self and others, it might be held well to 
compensate for the risk of a chance blow of a 
broadsword, or the sweep of a brown bill, ro« 
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'^^J^ «CTP?$.4j!f 1^iW«t<>f *»*ll!inwr»nty 

'cithfr tf> ?xiir^ tame qr ^^i cf y np u n y. taJejf J.i 

4o feel sach a motive, you have an iu»i<mbtid 
dg^t.tQ e^r^,U;.Bor,sboidd Ittptrebfeen in 
any dc)gree di3po8efl A^ gufslwi J^ Jbadl'feiiiid 
iiitaiymips|trels.|>ifepar€^4Ui;a ]rouii^lgi«ii*]ii»- 
fer renowii, even ia.|ife itBelf^ .wbich^ mmfr 
think of.gT«ady ipafe c<»i9e4iM?iH;er>' ; 

<^ There aie» indeed, nab)e.^»?. ft^HBd/fisD* 
lranij( << niipstrel^ an4 ynt^ J^^ j^y^r^noet^ evtti 
belted kitightS'^he^in^elyei^ ii^hod^ not 8i^eiently 
valu^ th^t reiJipwn.^ic}^ i^^ acquired at the ride 



»• '■.* •, 'I 
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^ The name of Maker stands for Poet (with the original sense 
lof wfiichiiiopj it* esaddf^ ikirr^pMids) in the old Scottish langrm^ 
That of TVottt^enf » of TrouhAdour-«-Fin^» in-short — ^has a nmi'* 
lar meaning, and almost in every country the poetical tribes have 
Imod graced with the same ^ithets, inferring the property of those 
^ho ffnploy invention or creation. 
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of'ltfe* Temi^Ul^iijiUI^'iiitoWm'u^t leave 
tludr own i^^Wlbrd^l^'ui^labb^fld'rl f6 tSieiA ei^th, 
•and'^ {kteg^^bf ^aM<, i^MVie'th^ cannot aspire 
to i^Sld^wM^b'theii^/'te^ aiders." 
{ lli»>ittiB9li>el litt^ tt^^t^d^ with 

^aidtl eiriltiuii&din, thai VLef Knf^hf df e# Kis ' ibridle, 
«Mito«d;^^t{ttg Bcffttam; wfeh bfid'coitiiteiianee 
kiniflitig^ at tiie iMkttte 'theltii6; on which, after a 
'di«vt^sile]ic&, hcf e^|>lress'ed himself with a like 
iitfvacilbfv- • .-.,.' 

^< Wett fiur« % hi^rt; ga j?^ cdin{)laiiioii ! I am 
huppy- to see there^ hi i^tSB S6 mudi enthusiiEism 
jNmrivSn^ in tiie world.' Thou'liajst fairly won 
4lie ilnnKtrel grba);rimd if I do hot pay it in 
conformity to iAftetia& 6f thy merit, it shall be 
4]ie fauk of^ dame Fortmie, who has graced my 
labouis in^ese Scottish wars indth the niggard 
fOf^ Scottish mbne;^. A gold piec^ 'or two 
Acre fiiiist%<^ temaitiing of th^ ransoin of one 
French Icnight, whom chance ^rew ioito my 
hands,, and. that, my friend^i ahall purely be thine 
own ; and hark thee^ I, Aymer de Valence, who 
now speak to thee, am born of the noble House 
of Pembroke ; and though now landless, shall, by 
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tke ^race of Oar Lady, li«re itt time a flttiBg 
.est&Uislinient, wherein I will find rMn for a 
minstrel like thee, if thy tcdents hare not by 
that time foond thee a better patron/* 

^ Thank thee, noble knight," saicl the min- 
atrel, ^ as well for thy present untentaoas, as I 
hope I dudl for thy fatnre p^ormaiice ; but I 
may say with trath, that I have not the soixBd 
inclinatioa of many of my brethren." 

<^ He who partakes the true thirst of aohle 
fione,*' said the young knight, ^ can have fitde 
room in his heart for the love of goid. But tiboa 
hast not yet told me, friend minstrel, whi^ are 
the motives, in particiilar, whidi hxre attracted 
iky wandering steps to this wild conntryi" 

<< Were I to do so," replied Bertram, ra&er 
desirous to avoid the question, as in some reiqiecti 
too nearly bwdering on the secret purpose of 
his journey, '^ it might sound like a studied pa» 
negyric on liiine.own bold deeds, Sir Knight, 
and those of your companions in arms ; and such 
adulation, minstrel as I am, I hate like an empty 
cup at a companion's lips. But let me say in 
few words, that Douglas Castle, az^ the deeds 
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at valour which it has witnessed, have sound* 
ed wide through Englamd ; nw is there a gaOant 
knight or trusty niinstre}, trhose heart does not 
liirob at the naxae of ih^'stroilghold', which, in 
former days, the foot of an Englishtnaii never 
entered, except in hospitality. There is a magid 
in the very names of Sir John de Walton and 
Sir Aymer de ^lence, the gallant defenders 
of a place so often won back by its anaent lords^ 
and withsnch eirenmstances of valour and cruel- 
ty, that it bears, in England, the name of the 
Dangerous Castle. 

" Yet I would fain hear,*' answered the 
knight, " your own minstrel account of those 
legends which have induced you, for the amuse- 
ment of future times, to visit a country which, 
at this period, is so distracted and perilous." 

" If you can endure the length of a minstrel 
tale," said Bertram — " I for one am always 
amused by the exercise of my vocation, and 
have no objection to tell my story, provided you 
do not prove an impatient listener." 

" Nay, for that matter," said the young 
knight ; ^^ a fair listener thou shalt have of me^ 
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and if my reward be not great, my attention at 
least shall be remarkable.'* 

^< And he,** said the minstrel, ^* most be a 
poor gleeman who does not hold himself better 
paid with that, thf^ ^^jitlt gold or silver, were tlie 
pieces English rose-nobles. On this condition, 
then, I begin a loogstory^ which m^y^ iq one or 
other of its deta^ find snbjeet £fr better min- 
strels than myself and be listened to by sudi 
warriors as you hundreds of years hence.** 
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The vough road tben retuming in a round, 
' MarkM ilieir impatient steps, for all was fairy ground. 



u 



'* It was about the year of redemption one 
thousand twelve hundred and eighty-five years,'* 
began the minstrel, ^' when King Alexander 
the Tliird of Scotland lost his daughter Marga- 
ret, whose only child, of the same name, called 
the Maiden of Norway, (as her father was king 
of that country,) became the heiress of this king* 
dom of Scotland, as well as of her father's crown. 
An imhappy death was this for Alexander, who 
had no nearer heirs left of his own body than 
this grandchild. She indeed might claim his 
kingdom by birthright ; but the difficulty of esta- 
blishing such a claim of inheritance must have 
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been anticipated by all wbo bestowed a thougbt 
upon the subject The Scottish king, therefore, 
endeavoured to make up for his loss by replaeing- 
his late queen, who was an English princess, 
sister of our Edward the First, with Joletta, 
daughter of the Count de Dreux. The solemni- 
ties at tiie nuptial ceremony, whidi took place 
in the town of Jedburgh, were very greait and 
remarkable, and particularly when, amidst tiie 
diiplay of a pageant which was exhibited on the 
occasion, a ghastly spectre made its appearance 
In tiie fbnn of a skeleton, as the King of Terrors 
IS said to be represented. — ^Yoar wraaUp is free 
to laugh at tiiis, if you thiiric it a proper sabjeet 
for mirtii ; bttt men are alire irito viewed it wiA 
their own eye% and the ^rent showed too weM 
jof what mirfortunes Ais jqpparition wm Ae m^ 
gnlar progimtieation^'' 

^ I have heaid the story,'' sail the fcniglKt; 
^ but tiie moak who told it me, suggested iimt 
the %ure, thoi^ unhappily chosoi, wus per* 
hiqps purposely introduced as a part of tiie pa* 
geanf 

^ I know not that,'' said tiie minstrel dryly; 
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^* but tliere k no doabt that sluMily after Ak 
apparition King Aleiauidar idied» t» the great 
•orrow of his people. The Maid of Normiy, hk 
heiress, speedily followed her gmndiHtlier to the 
grave, and our English king, Sir Knight, raked 
up a ^Aaan of dependency and homage, due, he 
fioid, by Scotlaxid, which neither die lawyers, 
nobles, priests, nor the very minstrda of Scol^ 
land, had ever before heard of." 

<< Now, beshrew me," interrupted Six Aymer 
de Valence, ^< this is beyond bargain. I screed 
te hear your tale with patience, but I did not 
pledge myself diat it should certain matter to the 
repiroaoh ot Edward the first, of blessed memo- 
ry ; nor will I permit hk name to betnentioned 
in my hearing wi&out the respoot due to hk 
high rank and noble qmdittes." 

<< Nay," said the minstrd^ ^^ I an; no High- 
land bagpiper or genealogiafc, to canry ireipect far 
my art 80 &tr as to quarrel with amaa of worship 
who stops me at the be^nning .of a pibrodi* I 
am an Englkkman, and vnah dearly well to my 
country ; and, above all, I must speak the trutik 
3ut I ^rill avoid dkputable topies. Your age, 
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nr, though none of t]ie ripest, authorizes me to 
•Impose yoit may haTs seen>tiie battle of FaUoft, 
and otiker ondaughts in which: the competbioa 
of Bniee and Baiml has been fiereely aptate^ 
and yon will permit me to say, that if tlie Scot- 
tiah have tiot iiad the right upon their side, they 
hare at least defended the wnmg widi iheeffoirts 
of bmve men and trne/^ 

** Of Ivavemen, I grant you^*' said the ki]%[h^ 
^* for I hare seen no oowards amongst than ; but 
as ibr trnthy Aey can best judge of it who kaaw 
how often they have swonrfidth #0 England^ and 
how^repeatedly they havelvrolDen their vow.'' 

^* I shall npt stir the qaestien,'* said die miii* 
strd, ^ leaving it to your worsUp to detstarine 
whioh has most fidsehood — ^he who- ton^pels a 
weaker perscm to take an mvpist oath, or he whsh 
compelled by necessity, tdies the imposed oadi 
without the intention of keeping his word." 

^^ Nay, nay," smd De Valency ^ let ua keep 
our <^ini(ms, for we are not likely to force eadi 
odier from the iui& we have adopted on dds 
subject But tidce my advice, floid whilst Aouteai- 
vellest under an English pennon, take heed that 
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tiiou keepest off thkconiMiBsatioD in the liall and 
kkdben, wliere p6diap»>tkeiSoUier xaay be leas 
tolcoraqt ihaB.die offieev; aodiMra^in a word, 
wiutt k thy legend of tUe Dang^roos Cwtle ?' 
^^For that," replied ^Beriran, 'imethinks 
your w<Hidiip * is most likely to have a * better 
edition than I, who have not beien in tikift cenn-* 
try for many years; ; but. it is not for me to 
bandy opinions with your knightship. I will 
even proceed with the tale as I have heard it. 
I zieed not, I presume,. inform your worship that 
the Lords of Donglas, who founded this castle, 
are second to no lineage in Scotlaad in the 
antiquity of th^ descent. Nay, they have 
thenuselves boastedihattheir&milyia'fiot to be 
seen or distubguished, like other great chouses, 
until it is found at.fMQ in a oertsdn df gcoie of 
enintoee. . * You maiy see^us in the tree^'.they 
say, ^yoU'Caamot disechrer us in. the twig ;'yott 
may 'see us in the stream, yMeatmoti trace us to 
&e fountain.' In a word» th^ dieny ^hat histo* 
rians or genealogists can poinfeout the first mean 
man named Douglas, who orig^nsdLy^ elevated 
the family ; and true it is, that so long as we 
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hare luown Urn race, they hare always bees 
renowned lor valour and enterprise, suscompat* 
nied wkh the po^er which made that aiterptiae 
effectnaL" 

^< Enough/' said the knight, ^^ I hare heard 
<rf the pride and pow^ of that great fiaaoily, nor 
does it interest me in the least to deny or detract 
fimm their bold elaims to oonsideiation in this 
respect" 

. ^^ Withoot doubt you must abo have heardf 
noUe sir,'' replied the minstrel, ** many things 
of James, the present heir of the house <tf Doi^ 

<^ More than enough," answered the Eng^jsh 
knight; ^^ he is known to have been a stout siqn 
porter of that outlawed traitc^, William Wal« 
lace ; and again, upon the first raidng of the 
banner by this Robert Bruce, \riio preteeds to be 
King of Scodand, this young springald, James 
Douglas, must needs start into rebellion anew. 
He plunders his unde, the Archbifihc^ of St 
Andrews, of a considerable sum of money, to 
M the Scottish Usurper's not over-burdened 
treasury, debauches the servants of his relation^ 
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takes anns, azul» though repeatedly chastised in, 
the field, stiU kee^ his vaiuit, and threatens, 
miaehief to those who, in the name of his right-* 
ful sovereign, defend the Castle of Douglas 
Dale." 

^^ It is your pleasure to say so. Sir Knight»'' 
replied Bertram ; '^ yet I am sure, were yom la 
Scot, you would with patience hear me tell over 
what has been said of this young man by those 
who have known him, and whose account of his 
adventures shows how differently the same tale 
may be told. These men talk of the present heir 
of this ancient family as fully adequate to main* 
tain and augment its reputation ; ready, indeed^ 
to undergo every peril in the cause of Robert 
the Bruce, because the Bruce is esteemed by 
Um his lawful king; and sworn and devoted, 
with such small strength as he can muster, to 
.r-evenge himself on those Southrons, who have, 
for several years, as he thinks, unjustly, possess* 
ed themselves of his father's abode." 
. "0>" repUed Sir Aymer de Valence, "we 
have heard mach of his achievements in this re* 
specif and of his threats against our governor and 
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crack }m'Wbitk^^f^0i^h^1Skmi^'c^ 

in bodily preskehe^idU'iibidBlMi^itfitlDd Mi iMte- 
' trle§ idliyi(%<teul^i6^{>Qitt^r|Mfl||f iMmniJIyMu'* 

tkou seemest to }iikt<0^'^9Me9oaii aiifMSBilf'jlke 

' b^Mtf iii H8i)MC^4rdU^ q^Hmghd. ^Gri^me, 

Alk^^it- Itma, Wili»iai4i^c(iDfiio4utiii^49i|G» 9ii- 

^ih^^mMAlPqf dMeijyb JDia8r^<99od 

ing oitl tte vkt&ff 'wiA^h^ik&tliifeoT die tbou 
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shalt not) I think, discover that thy late acqnaint- 
asce of a spring morning hath added more to the 
knrek of James of Douglas, Jthao any man's death 
must give to hull by whose stronger arm, or 
loore ruoky chance^ it ia his lot to fyiOJ* 

^^ I nothing fear you, Sir Knight,^' said the 
fi^iKBtrd, ^ for yours ir that happ)E brain, which^^ 
bold inyondi as beseeais a young hnaght, is in 
mme adviumed life the h^j^y sojo^ee of prudent 
eoifnsel, «f ifdiick I would not, by an. early deaths 
wish tby eottntry to be deprived." 

^ l^ou art so candid, then, as to wish Old 
l&igknd the lienefit of good advice," said Sr* 
Aymer, ** thouj^ thou leanest to the ode of ' 
Scodimd in tke controversy?' 

^^ Assuredly, 8k Ka%ht," said the minstreU: 
<* since in wishing that England and Scotland^ 
esldi koaew their own true iatei^t^ I am bound* 
to wish them b^^ alike well ; and they should, I ' 
thfaik, desire toUve in firiesidship.tc^ether* Oc* r 
cupying \each their «wn portSoaiOf the same^ 
iriand, and living tmder jdM aame laws, and being*^ 
at peace with each qdio^ ibey might, without^ 
fear, face the enmity of the whde worUL" i 

VOL,. Ill, N 
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. << If Ay tSA \m so* Mbcnd," answ^ed die 
kaig^ty ^ M tift PiBM a goodi nuoiy ibov aiBst 
certandy pray, Sir lifiRStrel^ for tike success ef 
EDglmd itt lie leafy i»y*'wlnbli atone these mvr-> 
derous hoslflitics of tke BordierB aation oen end 
]& a solid peace. The rebeUions of tiiis t>lietiimte 
oenntry ve but the stn^^es of Ae sta^ wheir 
he JeniortBUy wounded; Aeaadmal growe weaker 
md weaki» widi every straggle, tfli his resisfr*. 
anee is tf eetnally tamed by the hand of deailu'' 
<« Not so, Sit Kn%ht,'' said the imnstiel; ^ i£ 
imy cieed is well taaght me, we ou^t not so-to 
pray. ' We majy without ofiMee, intittafte in 
our praycm the end we widi to obtain r bat it k 
not for us, poor mortals, to prant At io an all- 
seeing IVovMlence the precise manner in which 
oar petition ju'e to be accomplidied, or to wish 
the dewn£dl of a country to end its commetSons, 
as the death-stab terminates the agonies of the 
wounded stag. Whether I appeal to my heaart 
or to my anderstandfing^ the dictate would be to 
petition Heaven for what is just and equal in dte 
case ; and if I shoold fear for thee, Sir Knight, in 
an encounter widi James of Douglas, it is only 



tecanse he ^Iki;M% «i I coneeiire^ the tetter ald^ 
'«£ the d»hQA»^ amd povreES^miMre than earthly 
luore. presa(9^ 4:0 him «llceess^'^ 

^^ Do you tell me so, Sir MioBtrel," said D^ 
iValeiu^, in. a threatening tone, ^^ knowing me 
wmd my ofl&ce !" 

1 <* Your personal d^nitjr and aoithcxity/' said 
Beiiramy ^ cannot ehange the rightinto ivzrong; 
or avert what Previdenee has decreed to lake 
place. Yon knovr, I xausl; presume, that the 
•Douglas- hath, hy Tanoos doTicesy already eon?- 
irived to make himself maatev of this Caatle of 
Douglas three several times, and. that Sir Jehn 
de Walton, the present govemoir, holds it with 
a garrison trebled in force, and under the assui* 
nmce that if, without surprise, he should, keep 
at from the.S^t&h power for a yeax and daft 
hej shall ohtain the. barony of Daiigkst with 
its ext^isiTe. appendages^, m firee property tax 
his reward; while,. en the J9fiu9t hand, i£he,shafl 
suffer the fortress duriag thl^-spape to be t^sen^ 
either 1^ guiSe or by c^en.forse^ as« has happeoN 
•d suocessifrely to the holders, of. die Dangerous 
Castte, he will beoHiie. liabiie te dishaaonr a»M 
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ehiefi. who tBk«.rfij^^;5yit^,,h^^„8§^^^^p 

ITiM ^. imim! '>/i;d ih.jff [jfM^f-Sifin i'-'t ^.^•:!1M•^>: 

cradi^ons hayfi, n^e^ele^^pjf^^^iji^ 

junqh aqctvracgr | b«t ^iirhat J^ thi? t<( do;i|rith ^ 

issae of the copibal^ if the Pf>x||pla0 t^4.,I.8h)^d 

diaooe to meet? I "v^ not sorely- be di^^9fjsd iff 

fight inth less anhnalioii because I maar ja^ fmr^, 

ton^ »p«p my 4«ioird, or, >ec(^Q gp^ydii>«y w » e 

I light «nr • Jtv^ of the Douglji^s ^^^^i|| 

well )|s foj %f|e ^% fi(ther^4,?.,t 4^,fl^ 
•11"— 

** ^^*" 'H^ ^« "WWtrel; .« an, |uip«pt 
gleem^ hap ^ W v»,a fels^qi|ip|el.th«ije,^, 

l«st Enfl^h cpiiunandei;.bef9re Sir Jphn^d« Wal« 
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ton, was surpnsecl, kn^ t£e casUe'sackeid' witli cir- 
cumstances oi great innumanity/^ 

Scotland and England both have heard ot'^hat 

flie 'SfcbWiih '"^iMeftam'^^ widn ne^ caijusecl 'tran- 
spoit into the \^ild forest jgold, i^ilver, ammuni- 
l36n/ and armoiir,^ aba att' tiling ^tbat'couM be 
, ^&sily removecf,' aiiii destroy c^ci a Wge quantitv 
or provisions, in a manner* equally savage and 

■ "**'=P^^Kiii^; igif" KnJgli^,'- siid'TB^tram;' "« you 
^^i^'-yoti^etfW eyewitness 'df iibat tr^(itibii, 
i^&^yii-li^ l>eek''8J>o)cen df fir and'Wide, M is 
called the Douglas L^der." 
''^^^^t saw not tte actual accoinpli^liinent or the 
deetf,^ said^by ^Valence ; ^*'f6afis^ t witnessed 
it'nol; a-<ioing,^ bW'^f t)elieW enou^n liif the sad 
relics to maKe the ^Douglas liirder never by 
jne to be forgotten as a record oi horror and 
abomination/ I would speftk itHruiy, ^by the 
hand of my fathei' and bv my honour asti knight ! 
aid tVffl' leave liflii'tfeee to' jiiilge" whether 
it was a deed calcumted' to secure the smiles of 
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t 
I 

Heaveki in &vour of the actors. This is my 
edition of the story": — , 

*' A large quantity of provisions had during 
two years or thereabouts been collected from di& 
ferent pcnnts, and the tlastle of Douglas, newly ^ 
repaired, and, as was thought, carefutly guiffdedy 
was appointed as the place where the said pro^ 
sions were to be put in store for the service of th^ 
King of Englaod, or of the Lord Clifford, which-^ 
ever should first enter the Western Marches wifJk 
an English army, and stand in need of such asup-^ 
ply. This army was also to relieve our wants^ 
I mean those of my uncle the Earl of Pembroke^ 
who for some time before had Iain with a coii* 
siderable force in the town called Ayr, near thA 
old Caledcmian Forest, and where we had hot 
wars with the insurgent Scots. Well, sir, it hap^ 
pened, as in similar cases, that ThirlwaU, though 
a bold and active soldier, was surprised in the Cas* 
tie of Douglas, about Hallowmass, by this same 
worthy, young James Douglas. In no very gooA 
humour was he, as you may suppose ; &r Ifitf 
lather, called WHliam the Hardy, or WHliaii^ 
Longlegs, having refiosed, on any term% to be^ 
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coine Anglodsedj was imie a lawful pnaonetj^ 
and died as sudi, closely confined in Bemrick) 
or, as same say^ in Newcastle. The news of hk 
Jblher's death had put young Douglas into na 
onaU rag?, and tended, I think, to suggest what 
he did in his resentment Being embarrassed 
by the ^qnantity of provisions whioh be found m 
the castle, which, the English being superior in 
Ihe country^ he had neither the means to remove^ 
jfiox the leisure to stay and consume, the fiend^ 
fls I think, inspired him with a contrivance to 
render them unfit for human nse« Y<ul shall 
judge yourself whether it was likely to be sug- 
gested by a good or an evil spirit. 

^^ According to this device, the gold, silver, and 
fitl^er transportable commodities being earned t» 
Becnet places of ^safety, Douglas caused the meal^ 
ibe mah, and qther com or grain to be broaglit 
doivsn into the castle celiac, where he ensqptied tl^ 
contents of the sadis into one loathsome heoji^ 
sinking out the heads i^ the barrels and p«w- 
•cheons, soas to let the mingled drink run through 
the he^> of mtalt P^a^ ^^nd. ao.forth. The bnik- 
iodu. provided for slaughter were in Jike VHUoiir 
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«vwr flip J 9<^^?,py ipp|l#^^f<p»f|fifiBamB- 

«ice. 8ien^4. ,\^pi^, m4 . 9«iRUpie4. P« « gfurrison by 
aforeiga enemy> would not these things stir yoa 



to a moag df^^e^^!^'<<^|j^'lk' J»iatdbQ<!, 

(Kiy^e^"^re^'1hk" I! tt^l^,"^)}'il^ rest 

n2 
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&e Ttaoot miseries wUck l]ieiaitiBreof«arpr<H 
fession compels ns to inflict upon eack otber/' * 

^ It seems to me,'' aaswered the min strel, 
*^ tkat these wko feel tlie stings of tkeir ovncMi«» 
science sliovild be more lenient wben tliey i^>eak 
of the efEeDoes of otheis ; nor do I greatly rely 
on a sort of prophecy whidi was deliyered, as 
ike men of this hill ^Cstriet say» to tfaeyoan^ 
Lord Douglas, by a man who in the oourse ef 
natuse. shoald have been long since dead, pro- 
jnising him a course of success against the £i^ 
lish for having sacrificed his own Castle of Doa«> 
glas to prerent their making it a garrison." 

*^ We have time enough for the story," said 
Sir Aymer, <^ and methinks it would suit a kn^l^ 
and a minstrel better than the grave converse we 
have hitherto held, which would have beseemed 
*— so God save me — ^the mouths of two travelling 
friars." 

^ So be it," said the minstrel ; " the rote or 
the viol easily changes its time and varies jte 
note." 
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CHAPTER V. 



A tale of sorroWy for your eyes may weep ; 
A tale of LoiTOr, for your flesh may tingle ; 
A tale of wonAer, for the eyebrows -aroli, 
And the flesh curdles, if you read it rightly. 

OUFJay, 



^' YouB Inmour must be informed, gentie £Sr 
Aymer de Valence, that I have heard this story* 
told at a great cQstance from the land in which it 
happened, by a sworn minstrel, the ancient ^lend 
and servant of the house of Douglas, one of the 
jbest, it is said, who ever belonged to that nobk 
family. This minstrel, Hugo Hogonet by name, 
attended his young master when on this fiehrce 
^exploit, as was Ins wont. 

^ ^ The castle was in total tumult ; in one comer 
jkhe war-men were busy breaking up and destroys 
^ng provisions; in another, they were slaying 
men, horses, and cattle, and these actions were 
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uiaergjouig^ Of ^i)^^ tI|^,pMkifc' 

of death,' mi the screeche9 of the;Mf»i;ii^imHk' 
which were in mortal agow^ fora^ ^,^im6A 
chorus. Hugonet was ^esirou^to ^j^qY^MPMvdf ' 
from such unpleasi^it sigh,t^ f^id^^jVimflsi^.lHik-Jtfs 
•master, the Douglas, had.be^ a^nu^ o^iiSqtM 

> , • * ' ^ • 

T^iDg, and his oU sfrv^t .iif^as^iaipg^iMp ti^ 
secure a l)ook of poetry, \p iipjbii^.M>)44*^b!9f^ 
attached of* old. This coiitaioed tl||| {i^Ky^iiif M ^ 

ancient Scottish Bard, who, ifan ,9£d]||^OT;iteftn 

' , .,-..'. • .■ - ' ' ' 

man creature while he was ia. ti)^,^f9»tift|m^t^ 
no^ perhaps be exactly teimed sw^*,, . n • 

^*^ He was, in short, tliat^Tliov^/dUwtifiguifii^d. 
by the name oif the Rhymer^ fuid wkisei^tixii^iisift. 

.1 f , t } f \ ill"'' * ' 

called the Fa^ryfolk, thatj^e could,, Ul^ ib^nif 
•foretell the future deed, before it came tojMs% 
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9B&& imited in M^ bWii' |)^rs^'A^ tlie quality of bard, 

^mMt^^ 'ibbctei^ ^Mr^Vy f romUis morgii 's^cene \ 




iWik^ IftWe^^M vm iibt sarepd from the lapd 

£MN»<mi^iiteiit^'so1dietimes made exqursions^and 
o^iibdtded teiiii^^ Okdy S^out matters wl4ch were 
td^oMfi^ber^tfllehrl mfgonet was tbe more earnest 
t« ^I^^nt '''&)$' tdsik 6f 'tber works' of , ikva^ ancient 
h$0S^''9it* insetrf' df hii poem^and predictu^ns 
i^^eillsd^^fe^ b^ ptei^efyed in tne castle, and were 
flUpjk^^ 'to kbtitaSH much especially connected 
wilk^e 6hi[ hdiise 6f !bbu8:Ias, as well as other 
ftsi^ieGi^'OF ^hci^nt diescent, who had been sub-, 
jeete'of this bldtdan^ prophecy; and accordingly 
he determined to ^Ve this Volume from destrng- 
tieii'ln'tiiieg'^iiigtat' conflagration to which tjbe 
buHdlo^ W^ about ttf ie' consigned by .the heir 
of itH aticient'proprietors. With thi& vi^w h^ 
hurried up into the little old vaulted room, call- 
ed * the Douglases study,' in which there might 
be some dozen old books written by the ancient 
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AMp]m»f ULwkM the j^mtvekaOI tik hiUKt 
Hack* . Be imiiiodinitriy. 4|goowcgpgJi the celebn^ 
ted.lagro caKedSir Tristrem, wkiokhag been at 
often altered and abridged as to beai: Utile ne- 
MmUeMe 4e tke> orifinaL . fbgme^ who well 
knew Ihe yalae ia wfaick tUft poem was held by 
the ancient laida of the castle, took die poick* 
ment T<diune fiDm the diebres of the Ubmy^ 
and laid it apon a small desk adpceat to the 
Baron's chair. Having made such pcepamtioiifw 
putting it in safety, he fell into a brief reverie^ 
in which the decay of light, and the prqwrarioBi 
for the Douglas Larder, bat espedally ike kit 
sight of objects which had been familiar to his 
eyes, Jiow on the eve of destraetian, engi^ied 
him at that moment. 

^< The bard^ therefore, was thinking within 
himself upon the uncommon mixture of the ays*- 
tical scholar and warrior in his old master, when, 
as he bent his eyes upon the book ci ihe ancient 
Bhymer, he was astonished to observe it slowly 
removed from the desk on which it lay b;^ an 
jbvisible hand. The old man looked wit3i hor« 
xor at the spontaneous motion of the book, £at 
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iSie nfetf 0l lAAtk h^ m^ iiitittM»d^ and had 
Ae coinage to'i^pircnu:^ a little meiMirilke tai>ie« 
in mxler to discord -bjrwblii imsamitimih^itm 
withdrawn; - > 

^ I kav« BflSd &fe roMi t^M' dfead;^ iiflisi^ 
dark, lio «» to r^der it «Kflctdt to diitfugrutA 
B&y "pembtx itt tlie chair, thoagk lib vowappeiffed^ 
on cbser edtoihattkni, that a kind «f dutd^iry 
online -^ a human form ^W9» seated in it, but 
neitiher prscaae enough t» oanrey its exaot figora 
to the mind, nor so detailed as to intunale ^Ks^ 
tinetly fits' mode of action. The Bard of Dou- 
glas, therefore, gazed upon the object ^f his fear, 
as if he had tooked upon something net moitad; 
neverdielesB, as he gazed more intentily, <te 
became more capable of discovering the object 
which o&red itself to his eyes, and they greir 
by degrees more keen ^o penetrate what they 
witnessed. A tall thin form, attired in, or la^ 
thet daded with, a long lowing dusky robe, 
having a boe and physic^omy so wild and over- 
grown with hair as to be hardly hmnan, were 
the only marked outlines of the phantooi ; aad^ 
looking more attentively, Hugonet was still sen-f 



to tecM M gtA^^ij V'FMi^^i^hktry^^ 

liaye you had this taI^/WM^'tiBMIg|li'lt^]i^^ 

{MM tniell ^<H^ «MJa ijki^giy^' b^di^ most 

be hda tftii^^^pokf^ka'^^^ 

flfbl^, V 'Ur be to^ ,« Hb^ef^ "Ae vidl^pW^ 
Pi^iafbelfirereiii <Wde^ «omtt«d«ate(it'ae'slM^ 

ixp6ri>ittti atffliorftijr it tit ^fiWitlbea,'TilpM^m 
not for rehting it -M'ybtf/'siiise'ricSf&if Ifitf^ 
£tebW'^oi>e<«^M!(^s^iii^-.bf^UwlM^:''' 



(( 

u 



trade may be.<f|J^flp(^iftJiigi^,lgift,it^,ivi»i^;i, 

fm^^¥iW^4fiW ^QyMm^9mi4 SfF9^rfi^^r 

used in your country formerly, Mxgxjtg^i ^j 
93i% Dowi fl^t,!of, datfr,,wd..yi^u;,^e, ^Ijppd.to 

9r,l^r|^]ftgibertend;JtHi*.J^^ ^ «n<4Pfl** 

%^l(}iLt)a;i^4 jlf^^ ,<W 1^ t^U,^^ T^s(k9^ ^fm 9f 

tew«T„<Jia$(flalte ^en;^i}^f|l %]9i |bj? gyasfft and 

of the Hyingrr^Who ox what art th9Uy in God's 
name, who breakest the bounds which divide 
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tkem, and iwiAmt tiitis gtetogety tf hft fftolp tbk>a 
httt 00 kag bid «£ieu<to^.?' . 
. '^ ^ T tin/ rnnlirtd thi^ riflioiiL ^ Itnt iiiiilnhinlui 
Timmm Ae JUiyiaer, by mm <^ted ISiaBHir 
9£ EatMiiwa, w Tbomw tlie True Sfeaim^ 
JJkm eAet mges^ I «ai pontiitted ^ I|ib« to 
BerisH tlie soeneft of niy fomier IMe^ n^r jm I 
incapable of removing tke akaitmy ^wuk jmI 
dBorfcness whiek oveiinBg'^&teity; aad know, 
tktfa aflSicted aMui» that what thon nmr aee* 
m this ip«f id couatry^ is not a geneial ^mblwa 
of what AbH tkeMia befidl hei^after, bat m 
pn^rliaa as die Do«^lafl0es aee bow sufhmg 
the loss and ^icatructMii of their heme, tttr thdt 
lnoytitj to the Tightfol beir>of tbe Sootlish kl^ 
dem, so katk Heaven appokitedfor them a ji0t 
nenrard; andas tkey have not sfwred toJ^ios aad 
destny tbdbr own hevae and that of dieir AidicA^ 
in the Brace's cause, so is ittbe doom of He»« 
vett) Iliat:as eftn aatSiewaUs of Douglas Ca^e 
sball bet bnsxit'to flife ground, diey shall be-i^^ 
rAiaSift tim aotoiO' statedy luid moot nagnifieest 
than before/ 

^ A cry was mm beard like diat of aonnltitiide 
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in tbe cimrt^yatid, |tfitiiagiQ a fieiM ahottl; ^ ex«» 
ultation ; at die same MiaM' tk'brM. ^dld littddy^ 

«id*«parkfl>fle^f7#»rtSiQm:afl friMdi'4^^ «Diith'» 
stitby, i^ile the denieill*«kiigkfl to ate f uei, kad 
Ae tibiiflagpratioii b^die ite way'itbiai^ >evtty: 
apetttiri^i 

<*^ See ye ^t^' said the yxjion, xsostiiig bk 
eye tdwds the ^md&ti«» aikd disappettriiig*^ 
^ Bi^tte ! The fated hota ef reBfreying ihi» book 
is net yept oeme, nor are iMne the destined handSf. 
But it' will be -safe where I have placed at» and 
the time of its removal shall eome.' The voicci 
iras heard after the form had vantsfaed, aad ihe^ 
htmtk of Hngonet almost tinfned round at the 
irild scene which be beheld ; h]£^ utmost exei^ 
tion was searoely suffident to wkhdsaw him Atno. 
tbe t^irtt)le epot^ and Douglas Castle IJbat aight 
sunk into adies uid smoke!, .to arise, ia no great 
l^igth of time, in a feim stvoagAr th^ eyer.''^ 
The anins^spel stoj^l, and his h6aoer5 the £o||^ifiIv 
knight> areaiaiQed> sBefit .£» sonie minutesy er& 
at length he replied. 

^< It is true^ minstrel/' 4mswer$d Sir Aymer| 
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<ii»|w>iiie^todii<tfttto'1)awj^ liiditfifio b^en 

lMl/atii^tioiiierf|rekiofiib vf^^le^ Bug^Ifahy ^triib< 

fimife^esdited^ 'sine 'it^oociiiMB «'>pb«iliMi 

itM)thlareifeii» deeittdl 8o<lo ibe spoked laJlialiitt^ 
GotifllAN^'tlM 8i»ili'i»«iilitaj as^diceli^GiinMit 

I JBlani^ldMi^/tiiiH^^^ Wdiidftildl^Cliiwnof ;^gilir 
w^t^{l»^en«ttkd^i|iii» lMtr^>(«i^sAtteMDf 

p^ufiftf^&dteatfi^iifaH>f>icto wiil<<^(iFtMVM i>(^t 

slklltiicit bb'^Kiiiii^ If Ae^ yctogr Boughs ferhall 
haye^pportomty to exercise his cookery upon a 
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IflQbhiupoik)I>{>Si8lil^Cf»tk iMiiib^tttiie flfgrM>ai 
ftledi^cc^ 8(ii^I'iw9^o-:flftO'whafeidi8ngite4i^^ 

viikisdeiiifMiitiPjbefSi^^ 9imfiy)i»v4^^ttit^uAU i 



yale, p«fl9 ef which, haw hecit alreafy Amwn 
in detail} bat ividd^ as th^ »rer becaane naiv 
rawer, was now entirely laid bare incite hrighdr 
and iksptk^aa (hr aa it «aBtemled, and dispiayeil m 
its preciaets^ at a litde distance £com the cBfaaaa 
«f tha stream^ titetoweiiag and krdl7 caalia to 
which it ggre ike naaie. The laist wbSak earn* 
tinwed ts anenmher the ^allej with- ita fleeejr 
elonds^ showed imperfectly the rude f4H:Ai6aa^ 
tietis whick serred to defend the anaU tawn af 
Douglas, which was strong enough to impA a 
desukorf attadc^ Vat not to withatond what was 
csdkd in ^asa days a formal siaga^ The mmt 
strildag faatore was its <^«rch^ aoa- aadent 
CSothic pila raised on ai^ eaaiiBenca in the ceaAia 
«f tha town, and efim tiien mstnaoMiy rainoos. 
To ihe left, and lying in the distuce, naght ha 
seen other towersandbattlementa; sudydimled 
fvsm the town by a piece of artafidld-wataEy 
which extended aimost aroaaad ity araaa die Dtet 
g^rons Castle of Douglas. 
^ Stonily was it ferlificdy afitor the &sldon ol 



Ae irnddQei i^ts^ witk donjoa and hsMemBOlMi 
displayin^fdMMne adteis^ thei.taU Uxw^ n^mh 
hate dK name of Ij»rd HesTys^ or tke CUfn 

^^ Yonder is the castle," said Ajwa^ de Ym 
lenoe, extiendnig^ Usi arm, with a aanUe of tidvmph 
«poa his Ihww ; ^ ikou mayst jidge tlij|rs€l4i 
whether the ^fences added to it voder the 
Clifford are likely to render its nsxt eaptiure at 
m(Nre easy deed t^an the lasiL'^ 

The mihstvel barely shook his head, amd ^pio*. 
iei from the Fsahnist-^^ Nisi Dominms cmsIoh 
4liet" Nor did he prosecfite^e discourse, tbofogih 
De Vatenee answered eagerly, ^^ My owa edition; 
of tile .test i» not very different firom tibiae j^ 
bat, melhinks, thou avt.more 8|»]dtuaUy minded^ 
than can always be predicated of a wanderings 
minstrel.'' 

^' God knows," said Bertram^ <^ that i£ I, or 
such as I, aie foiigetfiil of the finger of Proviw 
deuce in accoamplishing its purposes ia this lower^ 
w^orld, we have heavier blame than that of other 
people, sihce we are perpetually called upon» ia 
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the ej^craie c€ o«r fiuMslal pffCneiei^ to mi^ake 
tbe ianm «f kHm wUcii Wiw gM^i out of ev3f 
and wUr^ raidkr Aise wW thiol only ^ tbck 
own jfmmmm^mti pij pi iw t dM cx^mtton «f &e 

axMWored tk« knig^ti <^ and k irooM be vmbm* 
ful to ozpreas aaj doubt of the truths which yon 
q»ook so solemnly, Miy more than of your owit 
bdief in them. Let me odd, nr, that I think I 
have power enough in this ^[arrison to bid you 
welo<mie, and Sir John de Walton, I hop^ witt 
not rofoae free aocess to hall, eastle, or hnightf s 
hommtf to a person of your profesdiony and bf 
whose ossnremation we diaU» perhi^ pn^ 
eomewfaat. I cannot, however, lead you to a&» 
poot such indu]|;eaoe Sot your son^ oonsldeiittg* 
th^ jNWsmt slate of his health ; but if I procure 
him ite pririlqps to remain at the convent of 
JSMttt BcUe, he ^l be Ame nnmoksted and in 
safety, onlil yosiha»e9aiefwedyo«raoq[oaintaaee 
with Doiq^ Dak and its faistery, and are dis» 
posed to set forward on your Journey.**' 
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'^ I embrace .y<Nir Hottoujr's proposal the more 
willuiffly," said the miDStrel, " thatT can recom- 






[ pejpae ihf Father Abbot^ \* 
,^ fj* A main point with noly men or wdmen,'* 
repUed De Valence^* ** who; m time oF warfare, 

^ gubsisLby ffSbrdins: the yisitore of their s^t!!ne 
the means, of maintenance in tlieir cloisters for 



'' yy 



a passuiff season. 

The party now approached the sentinels on 

'■'■'■ ^' •' '' 't '-•• * "-i " . * 

ffuard^t the castle^ who were closely and thick- 

■• ' •■••<« ■ , .» 

ly stationed, and who respectfully admitted Sir 
. Aymer de Valence, as next in command under 
Sir John de Walton. Fabian — for so was the 
young squire named wno attended on l>e Vrfetice 
—mentioned it as his master^s pleasure tii^t the 
minstrel shottld also be admitted. 

An old archer, howeVer, looked hard at* Ibe 
minstrel as he followed Sir Aymer, ^ It'£s aot 
for us," said he, " or any of'our degree,' to oppose 
the pleasure of Sir Aymer df? Valeiicei unfele or 
nephew to the Earl of Peml>rote,-In such a hiat^ 
terj and for us. Master FabianV welcome are you 
to mal^e the gleeman your compahidn both at 
bed and board, as well as your visitant, a week 
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•r two at the Caslle of Dongks ; botymurivw- 
flUp it well awve of the stiiet ovder of walsk 
laid upon us, and if Soleam^ Kiog of Isaal^ 
were to oone here as a tiavfiiBiig ninatrel, hj 
my faith I duiat aot pve 1^ entrance,. unleH 
I had positive authority from Sir John de WaU 
ion," 

*' Do yon doubt, sirrah," said Sir Aymer de 
:VaIence, who returned on hearing an alt^cation 
hetwixt Fabian and the ardier — ^' do yea doubt 
that I have good authority to entertain a guest, 
or do you presume to contest it ?" . 

*^ Heaven forbid !" said the old man, '^ that I 
ahould presume to place my own desire in oppcH 
sition to your worship, who has so lately and so 
honourably acquired your i^urs ; but in this m^^ 
Itr I must think what will be the wish of Sir John 
de Walton, whQ is your governor, 1% Knight; 
as well as mine; and so &r I hold it worth whole 
to detain your guest until Sir John return firom 
a ride to the outposts of the'castle ; sod thi% I 
conceive, being my duty» wilT be no matter .of 
affeaice to your worship." 

" Methinks," said the knigh^ ^ it is saoej in 



Aee ta snpfxiM that my c^nunaadii <tan lia^e any^ 
tHuig In them improper, or contrlip^clory to thorn 
oi Sir Jofan tie Waitcm ; tbrou' majnit trust to me* 
at lea»t ttat thoQ sfaalt icome t<9 Ho karm. Keep; 
tfaii man in the guard-room ; let kim not want 
good cheer, and when l^r John de Walton ren 
turns, report him as a person admitted by my 
inritatioii, and if any thing more be wanted tci) 
make out your excuse, I shdl not be reluetanib- 
ib stating it to the gorernor.'^ 
' The archer made a signad of obedience with 
tije pike which he held in his hand, and resumed 
the grare and solemn manner of a sentinel upcm- 
his post He first, howeyer, ushered in the minr 
9trel, and furnished htm with food and liqtt<»'»« 
speaking at the same time to Fabian, who ro'* 
mained behind. The smart young stripling hadr 
become very proud of ktte^ in consequence of 
obtaining the name o£ Sir Aymer's sq[uire, and 
advandng a step in chivalry, as Sir Aymer kim«5 
self had, somewhat earlier than the usual period^ 
been advanced from squire to knight. 

*< I tell thee, Fabian," said the old archer^ 
(iwWoM grant y» sagacity, and skill in his vdea^ 
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tioO) wlifle Ihey gained him the confidence of aU 
in the ca^d^, 6id)j|bd:ed liim, as be himself said^ 
oeeasionall^tb l9ie Vidictile 6f'i!he young cox- 
coii^ ; 'ttd lit 'Axt )^iiBe' tlithe, tp^ntnay add, ren-» 
derai hSm' Mt^vthit tJhigmati6 dnd ptmctiUons 
tiy«raid6 tlMM ip^ln^'MMd Mgher tiian himself in 
bitfth ahd rtkiik ;> ^' Itetttihee, WbhAy thou wilt 
do thy maftCeif, Sir Aymet; good service, if thou 
wiit gireUm a hint to stdler vta old archer, man- 
at^anns, or snch like, to give him a fair and civil 
answer respectang that whidi he commands^ for 
tmdonbtedly it is not in \iie first score of a man's 
yeats ihat he learns the varions proper forms of 
military service ; and Sir John de Wdton, a' most 
excellent commander no doubt, is one (Earnestly 
bent on'pttfsiling the strict line of hir duty, and 
will be tigt^rottsly severe, as^^M, bc^eve me, 

with' l&y maMer ^ with ii leaser pei^(!»nV^'^!NlV> 
he alAO'poi^silRes'^ar^^ifi^ Ids! Aif)^iirki& fiF^ 
duces^Mlh to «lfow(bldihe'; if thei*^ h^^e sl^t- 
em'p^Mri6t'% iipori' Ayib^ id^'^^l^i^c^^liiM^ 
sel^ ffltftoW^ hii^4ui6f4'ttyEOTl af'^P^iAl^i^^ 

w«d'6i^*»^fi'def w^ii^ ^if^oH'M^ Ma"' 

iM IN^iif^'or%i^^&V%ittttierfbi-^ M^X 
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f|.-» ^(.^r t'lMTil K*^ '«VTm> li'','' tl .! 'j\ul» 
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by training ap k^n^p^ij^ JflJ^jTUf,4wcipUn« 
of the French ;wafp, %^q|i;a jmB,Uk9P,.(|i6,^98t 
way of »hewiing huna?!^ mfi^M "tOttliB ,f4d E«l." 
« 3e it M you wjilU q]^ .Cmju^rt OjwpW," 
ansTf^ered Fabian, "thoa hvi\f^% I.j^^fner qiHir>« 
rel with thy sermonizipgi im|d ther9fpr^:givQ nm 
ereditfor submitting to jxmiy alectcure ficom Sur 
John de Walton and thyself; but tboa drirest Urn 
alittle too far, if thou canst not let & day pass with** 
out giying me a fleggii^. Credit me^ Sit John 
de WaltQu will not thank the^, if thou term Urn 
one too old to remember that he himself had 
once some .green sap in his veins. Ay, thus it, 
is, the old man will not forget tb^ he has mxce 
been young, nfr the young that he must some 
day be old ^ and .80 the one diaJOg^ bis.j|iaQ«« 
ners into the Jiugering foarm9tity.<kfradyaiioed 
age, and the ether renews like a.wd^yimmer 
torrent swolfli with rain, every drpp pf watex in 
it noise, frothy and ov^flow* , ,,Ther0.isia.mMiia 
for thee, Gilbert !-*-Uearde)^t ^pu ever ketter ? 
hang it up amidst thy axioms* of wisdom, and 
see if it will not pass among them like fifteen to 
the dozen. It will serve to bring thee off* man# 
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whifia die vin^'pot (time oidy &idl, 
Wf) bath broi^t t&ee <m oecemoii into mm^ 
tbieg of A aempe," 

' ** B«8t keep it for thyself* geod Sir Sqiiire,** 
seid the M vwk; ^ methinlos it U mote like le 
etand thyvelf one day io good atead. T^ho ever 
heard of a knights or of the wood of which a 
knight is made, and that b a squire* b^ag pun- 
ished eorporally like a poor old archer or horse* 
hoy ? Your vorst &ult will be mended by some 
of these witty sayings, and your best aeryice will 
soaica be rewarded more thankfully than by 
giving thee the name of Fabian the Fabler, or 
some soeh witty title/' 

Having unloosed his repartee to this extend 
M Greenkaf resumed a certain acidity of eoun** 
tenance, which may be said to eharacterise these 
whose preferment hath beeome frozen under the 
influence of the slowness of its progress, and wka 
display a general spleen against such as have ob* 
tained the advanoemeni for which all are strug^ 
gHng, earlier, and, at they suppose, with lesi 
Tmeiit than their own. From time to time the 
tgre of &e old sentiDel stole from the top of hii 
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pike, and with m air of triumpli rested upon Ad 
young maa Fabian, as if to see how deeply ibm 
wound had galled him, while at the same time he 
held himself on the alert to perform whatever 
mechanical duty his post might require* Both 
Fabian and his master were at the happy period 
of life when such discontent as that of the gra^e 
aordier affected them lightly, and, at the very 
worst, was con&ddered as the jest of an old maat 
and a good soldier; the more especially, as he 
was always willing to do the duty of his compa^ 
nions, and was niuch. trusted by Sir John de 
Walton, who, though rery much younger, ha^ 
been bred up like Greenleaf in the wars of ^Ed^ 
ward the Finit, and was tenacious in uphol<&^ 
strict, discipline, whidi, since the death of ^Ml 
greatimottorch, had been considerably neglected 
by the youi^ and warm-blooded valour of Eng^ 
had. 

Meantime it occurred to 8ir Aymer de Vtn 
knc^ that though in di8playij;ig the usvsd d&o 
gree of hospitality shown to such a man as Bev^ 
tiam, he had merely dxsne what was becoming 
hisovn rank, aa one possessed ol.the hig^^M 
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koaonn o£< chifalrj^i-Ae • selfHrtyled aunstrel 
miglit Bot/in 'teidatjtiiiei'a-.ttafii ot that iviavtii 
wUeL he jMaaiOcL< ^Th«r^ was certainly soiae- 
tiiing:i|i Mb oonveisiltMiii, 4rt) least mom'^mve, if 
BOt iKife^aiistweyuibui'irtia cottniMMi' tp iliose of 
liis cdiUng^y end when he f eooUetted many poii^ 
of Sir John de Walton's nonateness, a doubt 
arose in his mindy that the gorenwr might not 
approye of his having iatrodoc^ into the castle 
a person of JSertram's chairaet^, who wss capa^ 
ble of making obscrvetioiis firmn which the ^« 
lison naght afterwatda fisel muoh. danger and 
uicon¥emenc!^« Seeretlyv thesefore^ he legiet- 
ted that ho had.not.&irly intimated to the wan- 
dedng. aunstoeU that his iseceptimiy lor thatof 
luiy. stmiigaf 9 wdlbiifc the. Daagerotia £Saade^ was 
not at ' pi«seait i peimi tted iiy the - etr^unateiiees 
of the times* In this case, theiias^reds liiio of 
his duty.iti^auld bave^been hia /ViiidicajtiM; and 
instead* perhaps,;^ ^acotiiitefatioci and Uaipe^ 
lie w0vid hOiVtf. bad |urtuf3<^!i»ndi)h«w>ur<£wmjl|is 

. With these jtboighte pesdug througb his mind> 
3Qiae tacit ai^ehensiQii arose of a rebuke an the 
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piart (kC his q6tBmaxidiAg^^tgri;rfot this officer, 
]MM;wifthstandingilBiisi8tia:tti?es69;tSii* Aymer loved 
as welLasfcar^;;' ile<tvren1v>tlienBftire^itiHrards 
the giiai^oom<of tinaoastte^iinder -teipretende 
ef'Se^ing tkofe^the ^i^^fats af^hospkaUtyjlnNi been 
duly gbservied towards this Itybe^tnivQUiiig^ oom* 
panioD. . The nuiistrel elrd^ vfispe^fully^ and 
&om the mumeran' whichih^ paid his •compli-* 
Sftents^ seemed^ if heihad noie^qp^cted this call 
of enqpiiry, atleast toibe^ia no degree surprised 
atit» Sir Aymeryoatheotberhand^assuinedan 
air somethings more distant ^aof hehad yet used 
towards Ber^^limy and in * rerdrting to his former 
invitadon^ heno\r<so &r< Qualified it 'as t^ say, 
that^theminstrfi kne^ that^fae was; <Mily second 
IB ^oiBinand^ >aiid^tlat^^fieottml'peniU8Bioa to 
ente^ fthe> «astle i onght to > be sametioaod > by Sir 

' Tiver^k^'aimM^^y'O^ seemtn^^to/bdiieve any 
apolbgy'wbioh^pebple «ffl^ iKspo^ed'Ltdir^eeiVe'in 
pa]rm^t^'nivilUoh(7iglleginf isviipiobiik lolP'itt enr* 
reney. The minstrel, therefore, tend^^i^edl'liis 
tihank»iftx'tbi^'^vi^{WU|dy»4]^'sb ik^'heen 

o2 



10^ omodty," he saU, ** wU^ tf aot giantMl^ 
•ooUl be attended wiln no oonsequeiices eitlkei^ 
lieonvenient or dtsagreeaUe to Um. Tkomae 
ef Erdldoim wm, accordiiig to Ike W^^lsk triads, 
one of CAe ^Aree bard$ of trkatnj who nerer 
etaiBed a spear with blood, or wa» gaUty eitho* 
ef taking or retaking casdes and fortresses, aad 
thus hr not a person likely, after dsath, to be 
aotpeeted of sodi warlike feats* But I cam 
easily eonceiye why Sr John do Walton ahonUI 
have allowed the nsoal rights of ho^itallty Is^ 
liU into disuse, and why aman of pabUe eharae* 
ter like myself ought not to desire food or lod»' 
ging where it is accounted so dangerous ; and H 
can surprise no one why the gorernor did not 
even invest ^is worthy young lieutenant widi 
the power of diq>ea8ing with so strict and nnn*) 
sual a rule/' 

* These words, very coolly spoken, had some- 
thing of the effect of affronting the young knight^ 
as insinuating, that he was not held sufficiently 
trustworthy by Sir John de Walton, with whonx 
he had lived on terms of affection and familiar* 
ity, though the governcNr had attained Ins dihrtietb 



3Par and iqnraftki, and hn Uevtenittt did ndt jwt 
write himself one-and-tw'eBrly^ tke fuU i^ ^f* 
chiyalry having been in his ease partiealariy dis- 
pensed with, owing to a feat of early manhoods 
Ere he had fully composed the angry thougblsi 
which were chafing in his mind, the sound of m 
hunting-bugle wa» heard at the gate, and hcarn 
the sort of gpeneval stir whieh it spread through 
the garrison, it was plain that the governor had 
?etamed from his ride. Every sentinel, seem- 
ingly animated by his presence, shouldeved Im 
pike more uprightly, gave the word of the pwi 
more diarply, and seemed m<H'e fully awahe m4 
eonseious of his duty. Sir John de Walloa 
having alighted from liis horse, asked Greenkaf 
what had passed during his absence; the old 
sorcher thought it his duty to say, that a mintaflFt^ 
who seaaed like a Scotchman^ or wandering bidr- 
derer, had been admitted into> the eastte, wUle 
his son, a lad sick of the pestilence so mudi 
talked of, had been left for a time at the Abbey 
of Saint Bride. This he said on Fabian's infor* 
■mtion. The archer added, that the father was 
a man of tale and song, who could keep the 
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whole ganrboa amused, vith|>at ghriog thesa 
leave to attend to their own business* 
• *< We want no s^clf ^^^vices^ p^n the tive,'' 
answered the govei^oc;//* 904 we would have 
beeq better satisfied if. ourJiiquteQant bad been 
pleased to fia4 us other gue9te» and fitter for a 
direct and {^fa)k, communication^ than one idio^ 
by his profession, is a detractor o£ God and a 
deceiver of man." 

. <^ Yet," said the oldsoUier, who could hardly 
listen even to his commander without indul^uig 
the humour of contradiction, '^ I have heacd your 
honour intimate that the trade of a miostreU when 
it is justly acted up to, is as worthy as even the 
degree of knighthood itself." . . 

" Such it may have hfi^p. Jia.JNrm^i; dtqr^" 
answered the .hnijghtj; ^^b^t,in n^pdeim. JPHU^ 
strelsy, the duty of rendering tbei art m iaoen* 
tive to virtue is forgottei;,i ^d jtt is well if d>e 
poetry which^ fired our ^thi^iYS to, nob}^ . dee4% 
does not now push pn their phjlds^, to such as 
are base and unworthy* ^ut.I ,wiU jipeak uppii 
this to my friend Ayiper, than whom I. do not 
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know a more excellent,- or a more high-spirited 
young man.** 

While discoitt&lng 't(^U the archer in this 
inamier, Sir Jo/hn'de Waltdi), Of a tali and hand* 
some figure, adtaneed ^ndi^tood within the ample 
arch of the gtiard^^onrchiiMey,'a&d Was listened 
to ui referential silenCe by trusty Gilbert, who 
filled up with nods and signs, as an attentive 
auditor, the pauses in the conversation. The 
conduct of another hearer of what passed was 
not equally respectful, but, from his position, he 
escaped observation. 

This third person was no other than the squire 
Fabian, who was concealed ftom observation by 
his position behind the hob, or projecdng portion 
of the oM^fiishion^d fireplace, and hid himself 
yet more cartefuUy when he heard ihe conversa- 
tion between the governor aiid the archer turn 
to the prejudice, as he thought, of his master. 
Tlie sqidi*e's Employment at this time, was the 
servilie task of cleaniiig Sir Aymer's arms, which 
was convenient^ performed by heating, ujpon the 
|Hrojection already specified, the pieces of steel 
Bcmour for the usual thin coating of varnish. He 



toaM no^ tbenteey i£ he ahgold be ditoy ( ■ mJy 
be considered as guilty of any thiii|^ irilfrnt 
«r disittspectfaL He wes better aoaeaedimn 
Tiew, as a diidk moke aipse bam a qoantily e£ 
oak paBelliDgy. canvd ia mafty caaea wkk Am: 
ercat aad aduevements of Ike I>Mig}aa ^^"wPyy 
wUcb beiag tbe fuel nearest at hud^laynoenk^ 
darii^ ia the chiniBeyy aad gfalheriBgto e UbaeL 

The .gov«nior» vncensciaiia of tUa eddxtna te 
bia aadienoey pmsoed hia conyenation wilk Gil- 
bert Greenleaf: ^ I|iced.nattB&yD^'']Beaaid^ 
<^ that I am interested in the ipordyti iiii i ii a iia H 
of tUs siege er Uecbad^ with wbidi Douglas 
eantinues te threaten, us ; my ewn honour ami 
aiSectionsai^ engaged in keeping this Dangesoaa 
Castle safe in Eaghoid's behalf^ but lam troubled 
at ^ admission of this stranger ; smd yoan^ Dc 
Valenae ^roald have aeted nMNPe strietly in ^ 
line ol hia duty, if he had refused to this wa»^ 
derer any oomoumicadim with thiRgamM»n wtk- 
out my permusiHw!* j 

<^ Pity it i%" replied eld Greenleaf, shaUng 
Itts heady ^^ that this good-^natured and gal]an| 
young knight is somewhat dsawa aside by the 



nth advices oi his squire, thte bdf Fabisn, wko 
las bmrery, bat as litde steadiness in hiiii as • 
bottle of fermented small be^r.'' 
' ^ Now^bang tkee/' tkoug^t Fabian to himself, 
4« for an old relic of the wars, stuffed full ef 
conceit and warlike terass, like the soldier wko^ 
Id ki^ hims^ from the cold, has lapped hiiawitf 
so dose in a tattered ensign for a shelter, that 
hie Tery outside may shev uMUng but rags and 
Uassonry.^ 

^ I trould not think twice of the matter, were 
the party less dear to me," said Sir John de WdU 
ton, ^^ But I would &iii be ef use to this yeas^ 
man, even altheagh I should purchase his im<» 
prchnement in military knowledge at the e;zpea8e 
of giving lum a little pain. Eifperienee should^ 
as it were, be burnt in upon the.mind of a yo«ng 
man^ and not merely impressed by m«rking the 
Unes of his chart out for lum with dialk ; I will 
remember the hint you, Greenleaf, have givenf 
and take an opportunity of severing these two 
young men ; and though I most dearly love the 
one, and am far from wishing ill to the other^ yet 
at presenti as yott well lunt, the Mind is leading 
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tlie blini* tod idiryuangptknig^Mluw, £pr liv 
«B8i8t8iil and' t^—ijiiliiir l^o ToaAgfa aqiwrey. and 
tliatiiittit'beatnaiiABdiM<':<) >i <i '• 

^ IdUnpy ) <ool;Aipbtt(llibei aUipabnerwantt P' 
tatd'tbe'pBf* Whldii'tkimsBlfi? t^^dutve I fimoid 
thee in thi Very^tet dE mAfigniBg myself «nd my 
maiter, a9 it is thy mttttKito <da tewaids all 4ihe 
bopefDl7e«iigbiide(rf''cliiirBky? Ifitvei^iMil^D 
ffirty ike arms ef an fAtee af dduhralcy, by measa- 
ring idiem with one of thy <ranh, I might haDo«r 
thee with a knightly intillslian to' die field, wldle 
die scandtd which thou hast fiipoken is stillfaal 
tipon thy tsonguet as it 1% thou shidt not cury 
one kind of language p^ilblicly bk the castte, aad 
unother bcftre Ae govemov^ apon <tke ioatiiq^ 
of having served with him* uildet die baniita of 
iJMtgshanks. I will eatty to my nulitar tUb tale 
of thine evil intentions f ^mA K^hen we^have oon** 
certed togefther, it- sha^l' appear '(Vfbethevjitke 
youAfnl spirits of^e- g^uAPU^ iMr^ihelgrey beaids 
are most lilc^ly to^'beibe^'Kopd aad^ 
thksame Oastle'^fDbagiaa/^ 
: it is enongh to say that -FabiaB pnrsuod Us 
purpose, in carrying to' his lAaster, and in.no 
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very good huiiawiv tha^rspoHiaf wliat liad pawed 
belweca Siv Jtim de< Wnitourmd the .old soldier. 
He succeeded in reprei^aiil&Dg.itbe Hviiole as a 
fonnaloffenoe intended to SitAymet de Valence; 
vMle all' that the gevevnordid to f^v^ere the 
suspicions entef taincid by theyouBgiknight^ could 
not In any vespeot bring him to take a kindly 
view of the feelings of his oomniander toivards 
him. He. retained the impfession which he had 
fonned from Fabian's recital of what he had 
heard, and did not think he Was doing Sir John de 
Walton any injustieeyin supposing him desirous 
to cngfossf the greatest share of the £Eune. acqui- 
red in the defence of the castlei aud thrusting 
back- his eompauonS) who might reasonably pre-- 
tend to a fidr p«ition of it 

The nolher e£. mis^hii^ . says a 3<u>tt{sh. pro* 
rerb, is ao^higger thw n nudge's wi^g«* . In this 
Matter of qnavrel, neither the y.ouug man nor the 
^ddar knight i had afforded. ^each other any just 
oauseiofoffemoe* Dfi Waltoniwasasibript^obfi^rver 
of military discipUae^ iawhiQh.he ha4< been 

* t. e« Gnat's wing* 



edwsated from hh 63rtrene yini^ and by whaA 
he wag almost at completely rnltd as bjr Ina 
nataral dispoaitiaa; amd Us inresent Hitttiow 
added ioree to his onginal edoeaAmu 

Common report had even exaggerated Ae noA' 
tarj skilly the love of adventare, aad the gfm^ 
variety of etrterjHrise, ascribed to James, the yamig 
Lord Dov^bs. He had^ m the eyes of Ail 
Southern garrison, ike fecultiea of a ^emdf rithrr 
than those of a mere mortal ; far if the RngliA 
soldiers cursed the tediura of the perp e taa l 
watch and ward upon tl4e Dteigerons Castle^ 
n^ch admitted of no relaoation from the sere^ 
rity of extreme duty, they agreed that a tall 
fom was sure to appear to them widi a halda 
axe in his hand, and entering into convnitiii— i 
in tjie most iiuanaating manner, nercr fittlsd, 
with an ingenuity and eloquence equal tao 
of a fallen spirit, to recommend to the 
tented sendnel some UMde in which, by |^»in|p 
his assistance to betray tilie English, he rnqfli 
set himself at liberty* The variety of these 
d e ric c s, and the frequency o( thehr recarreatfej 
kept 1^ John de WiEilton's anxiety so perpetually 
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upon tlie stretch, that he at no time thought 
himself exactly out ei the Black Douglas's 
ivach, any more than tbe good Christian sup* 
poses himself out of reach of the wiles of the 
Devil ; while every new temptadon, instead of 
confirming his h^>e, seems to announce that 
liie immediate retreat of the Eril One wiU be 
fiDUowed by some new attack yet more cunniDgly 
devised* Under this general state of anxiety 
and apprehension, the tender of the governor 
changed somewhat for the worse, and they who 
loved him best, regretted most that he became 
addicted to complaia of the want of diligence 
on the part of those^ who, neither invested with 
yegponsiibility like kis, nor animated by the hope 
of '8«ch splendid rewstfds, did not entertain the 
same degree of watdiiul and incessant suspicion 
as himself. The soldiers muttered that the vigi* 
kuiise'Of their governor was marked with severity; 
the officers and- men of rank, of whom there 
were aeyeral, as the eostle was a renowned 
school of arms, asad (here was a certain merit 
attained even by serving within its walls, com* 
plained^ at the same time^ that Sir John do 
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Walton iio ioiig^ flM^ p^i^ ^t himtkigy &r 

the rigoimi pf 'ipef^ri^^^,w4 (Wifliurtd sotUoi; t# 
go forward but t^i,e|>reiwfr jig<^ifte<rf jhecastkw. 
On die otl^er im^dVipaff^ he ssMUy ganted, 
that the cf|$l^e4a W|sH« kept.wb^r^ Ae f^etnor 
is a discipUnarv^i.; «iid whei^elwdafaod pemonai 
quarrek are £»wid in t)ie «aiw«^ th« yoaag 
men are usually more in.fauk.thMi those vdiese 
greater experience hns eonvmced them ef the 
necessity of u3iDg,th9 strictest preoaBidons* 

A generous mind^-^and $ueb was £fir Jkim de 
Walton's-r-is often, in tUg wblj .idianged and 
corrupted by the Itabit of /onrer-^vigilwieey and 
pushed beyo];Ld its natiu^.liwts .of oandftur* 
Neither was. Sir Aymer d^. Valeni^e free bom a 
simile change; ai^icion, diaqghfrom/a diSerent 
cause, seen^d also t0 threaten to bias his €fpea. 
and noble disposition,. in, those qualities which 
had hithertd been proper to him* . it wai» in vain 
that Sir John de .Walton studiously soAigJut 
opportunities to give his younger friend indul* 
gences, which at times were as far extended as 
the duty of the garrison permitted* The blow 
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was stniok ; the ata^M ]iad'tic*eh gIVen to a proud 
and fiery temper «ii -boieli iided ;' d!nd While t>e 
Valence entertsahed San opinion 'thait H6 was un- 
justly sttdp^ted tqr a fHehd,' whi t^ in several 

•■^ It'*' 

respeetsbounfdrto him, I)e'WaK6n, on the other 

hand, was Icfd t6 t^bncbive l£ata''y6nng maiQ, of 
whom he took a charged as affectionate as if lie 
had been a so*n of hk own, and who owed to his 
lessons what he knidw of warfare, and what suc- 
cess he had obtained in life, had taken offence 
at trifles^ and considered himself ill treated on 
very inadequate grotmds. The seeds of disagree- 
ment, thus sown between them, failed not, like 
the tares sown by the Enemy among the wheats 
to pass from one ckss of the garrison to another ; 
tlie soldiers, though without any lietter reason 
than merely to pass the time, took different sides . 
betn^een their governor and his yoiiilg lieute- 
nant $ and 190' the ball of contention' being once 
thrown np Wtweeh 'them, tiever ik^fed some 
anii«'Oth^itd'kiE*ep^trittiftotion, ' ' ' 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Alas ! they Had been friends in yontk ; 
Bet whispering tongnes can poison frntk ; 
And constancy lives in realms aboive ; 

And life is thorny, and youth is vain ; 
Aoad tD be w^pth. with oDe we love. 

Both, work like madnpws in the bndn. 

• • • • • 

Eaidi spoka words of hig^h disdain^ 
And Insult to his heart's dear brother, 
Bi^ never either found anathcr 
To free the hollow heart- from paining— 
They stood aloof) the scars remaining, 

Like oUA which had been rent asonder ; 
A dreary sea now flows between. 

But neither heat, nor frost, nor thunder. 
Shall wholly do away, I we«D, 
The marks of that which once hath beed. 

CkngtahtUe of Co Lcands. 



<^ In prosectition oi the intention wliidh^ wk^ 
his blood was .eoo], seeln^d to him wisest^ £Sl^ 
John de Walton resolved that he would go to the 
verge of indulgence with his lieutenant and his 
young officers, furnish them with every species 
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of amusement which the phice rendered posffiUei 
and make them adamed of their discontent^ hj 
overloading them with coartesy. The first time, 
therefore, tJbat he saw Aymer de Valence afiter 
his return to the castle, he addressed him in 
iugh spirits, whether real w asaumed* 

^' What thinkest thou, my young friend," said 
De Walton, *< if we try some of the woodland 
sports proper, they say, to diis country ? There 
are still in our neighbourhood some herds of the 
CdLedonian breed of yn\d cattle, whkh are no- 
where to be found except among the moorlands 
— the black and rugged frontier of what was 
anciently called the Kingdom of Strath-Clyde* 
There are some hunters,, too, who have been 
act;ustomed to the sport, and who vouch that 
these animals are by far the most bold and fierce 
subject of chase in the island of Britain," 

" You will do as you please," replied Sir 
Aymer, coldly ; « but it is not I, Sir John, who 
would recommend, for the sake of a hunting* 
' match, that you should involve the whole garri^ 
son in dimger ; you know best the responsibili* 
ties iaoirred by your office here» and no doultf 



k 
886 CA8ttAI>AHGS»O08« 

aoflt hare htcdftiHy ^tended to tkem befoto 
making a propotal of toA a natttre^** 

^ I do indeed knoir my own daty/' replied 
De Waltoof offnided fai tnni, << and might be 
allowed to tkink of youn dbo^ withoat nmmniiig 
more thaa my «ini shareof re^onaibility ; bat 
it seems to me as if the commander of tUa Dan* 
gerons Castle, amcmg other inabilitiet, were, as 
old people in this coontry say, sobjec^ed to a 
spell — and one which renders U impossible for 
him to goide his conduct so as to afford pleasure 
to those whom he is most desiroas to objjjge. 
Kot a great many weeks since, whose eyes woidd 
have sparkled like those of £Sr Aymer de Va- 
lence at the proposal of a general hnnting-match 
after a new object of game; and now ^iHmt is his 
bearing when sneh sport is proposed, m^ely, I 
think, to disappoint my purpose of obUgii^ him ? 
—a cold acquiescence drops half froc^a fixun 
his lips, and he proposes to go to roose the w|I3^ 
cattle with an air of gravity, as if he were under- 
taking a pilgrimage to tiie tomb ei a martyr." 
' <^ Not so, &T John,** answered the young 
knight* ** In our present situation we stand oon» 
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jtkttti la more dwiffes^ ^b«ii OMt^ fund altbo:i^k 
^e greater wid'emitiiilttiig'tiAMt^ao dfid^tlaid 
upon yoir: i»' tbe elder* aiMkdUer>ldughl^ yet still 
I feel'thiit^'I myo<4f liete>]|i]r «w»»«liafi6 ^a 
j»eriifttt i^MsiUHlf." 1 ttmifiibiemf^m^ you 
-iviU indittg^iittitf 4ielur my «ipiate% Bad. fatav with 
i^ 6tM'l]io«]^^it'iliwildflp)pettr to hweKidlalkm 
ta tbttl pftrt of owf ocMfttiioii ekttrgesirideKigHiore 
espedallyiiftnMedtDToiirkeepiBg. The <Hgu 
mty of'kttiglidiood wMck I hare the honour to 
idhare^A yira, Ae croe«Mlrlaid <» my shouhier 
|fy t^e foj^l Planta^^cne^ eatil^ me, me&ink^ 
;to so inftch grace,** — 

' «* 1 5cay yon mercy/* «tiid tbe elder eavaBefr ; 
^^ I f<Kfgo€ bow iflifMNiaiil a peison I had b^ore 
me, 'dufobed by King Edward himself) who was 
me^rted^no de«ibt hfy iqpteidi reasttos t^eenler such 
an early hononr ^ and I eertainly fedl tl»t I ovei^ 
step i*y ddty w)|€fB I prepose any thing that 
savmirs Hke Idle sport to a peraen <tf saeh grave 
]Mtenti0&s*** • • 

«' 1^ John de^^ WakoB,** retotted De Valence, 

^ we have had something too nmeh of this — ^let it 

nrtq>here. All tiiat I mean to say is, that in this 

VOL. III. p 
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wardship of Doiiglas Casae, it wiU not be by Biy 
consent, if any amosementy wfaich distiactly in*' 
fen a relaxation of discipline, be unnecessarily 
engaged in, and especially such as compels us to 
summon to our assistance a number of the Scots, 
whose evil disposition towards us we well know ; 
nor will I, though my years have rendered me 
liable to such su^idon, suffer any thing €)£ this 
kind to be imputed to me; and if unfortunately 
— though I am sure I know not why — we are in 
future to lay aside those bonds of familiar fzieni- 
ship which formerly linked us to each other, yet 
I see no reason why we should ^'ot bear ourselves 
in our necessary communications like knights 
and gentlemen, and put the best construction oa 
each other's motives, since there can be no reason 
for imputing the worst to any tiling tiiat comes 
from either of us.'' 

« You may be right, Sir Aymer de Valence," 

you say we are no longer bound to eadli otii^aa 
friends, you may be certain, neyertiieless, tiiat I 
will never permit a hostile feelings of which yom 
are tiie object, to occupy my bosom. You hav^ 
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been long, and I hope not uselessly, my pupil 
in the duties of chivalry. You are the near re- 
lation of the Earl of Pembroke, my kind and 
constant patron, and if these circumstances are 
well weighed, they form a connexion which it 
would be difficult, at least for me, to break 
throi]^h. If you feel yourself, as you seem to 
intimate, less strictly tied by former obligations, 
you must take your own choice in fixing our 
relations towards each pother." 

" I can only say,*' replied De Valence, " that 
my coiiduct will naturally be regulated by your 
own ; and you. Sir John, cannot hope more de- 
voutiy than I do, that our military duties may 
be fairly dischai^ed, without interfering with 
our friendly intercourse." 

The knights here parted, after a conference 
which once or twice had very nearly terminated 
in a full and cordial explanation ; but still there 
was wanting one kind heartfelt word from either, 
to break, as it were, the ice which was £ast firee- 
zing upon theii' intercourse, and neither chose 
to be the first in making the necessary advances 
with sufficient cordiality, though each would 
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hare gladly done so, had tiie other appeared de» 
sirous of meeting it with tiie same ardour ; but 
fteir pride was too high, and prevented either 
from saying what might at once hare put them* 
upon an €fpen and manly footing. They parted, 
therefore, widiont again retoming to the subjeet 
of the proposed diversion; nntilitwasafierwardg 
resumed in a formal note, praying 1% Aym» de 
Valence to accompany the commandant of Don* 
glas Castle upon a solemn honting-mateh, wlaA 
had for its object the wild cattie of the neigh- 
bouring dale. 

The time of meeting was appointed at six in 
ihe morning, beyond the gate of the outer bom* 
eade ; and the diase was declared to be ended in 
the afternoon, when the reeheat Aovid be blown 
beneath the great oak, known by the name of 
Sholto's Club, which stood a remarkable object 
where Douglas Dsile was bounded by serenJi 
scattered trees, the outddrts of the forest and hili 
country. The usual warning was sent out to the 
common people, or vassals <^ the district, whiek 
Aey, notwithstanding their feeling of antips^y^ 
received in general with delight, upon the gioat 
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Epicurean principle of ccayte diem^ that is to say, 
in whatever circumstances it happens to present 
itself^ be sure you lose no recreation which life 
affords. A hunting-match has still its attractions^ 
even though an English knight take his pleasure 
in the woods of the Douglas* 

It was no doubt afflicting to these faithful vas- 
sals, to acknowledge another lord than the re- 
doubted Douglas, and to wait by wood and river 
at the command of English officers, and in the 
company of their archers, whom they account- 
ed their natural enemies. Still it was the only 
species of amusement which had been permitted 
them for a long time, and they were not dispo- 
sed to omit the rare opportunity of joining in it. 
The chase of the wolf, the wild boar, or even the 
timid stag, required silvan arms ; the wild cattle 
still more demanded this equipment of war-l>ow8 
and shafts, boar-spears and sharp swords, and 
other tools of the chase similar to those used in 
actual war. Considering this, the Scottish inha- 
bitants were seldom allowed to join in the chase,, 
except under regulation as to number and arms,, 
and especially in preserving a balance of force 
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on the side of the English soldiers, which was 
very offensire to them. The greataipart of the 
garrison was tipon such occasions kept on foo^ 
and seyeral detachments, formed according to the 
governor's direction, were stationed in different 
positions, in case any quarrel should suddenly 
break out. 
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